NOTICE - WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the Whitemarsh Township Shade Tree Commission
Meeting originally scheduled for Tuesday, November 3rd, has been rescheduled for
Tuesday, November 17th at 7:00 PM.
Due to the COVID 19 health pandemic, this meeting will be conducted remotely via
ZOOM. The public may join this meeting by either telephone using the dial in number or
visiting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83993488975?pwd=bzg3bkpDYlYvb2FKamIvUmhwUlRQdz09
Additional information can be found on the Township’s’ website www.whitemarshtwp.org.
Public comment via email to Assistant Township Manager, shalbom@whitemarshtwp.org
must be submitted one hour before the start of the meeting. Public comment will also be
accepted via the ZOOM chat button during the meeting. In both cases you will need to
provide your name and address for the record.
Persons with a disability who wish to participate in the public hearing and require an
auxiliary aid, service or other accommodation to participate in the hearing should contact
Whitemarsh Township at 484‐594‐2601.
WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Richard L. Mellor, Jr.
Township Manager
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 1, 2020 AT 7:00 PM
ZIEGLER _X__ D’AMORE__X__BORKOWSKI _X_ FASSBENDER _X_ TURENNE _X_
BOS LIAISON, TOLL _X__ STAFF LIAISON, HALBOM _X__

CALL TO ORDER
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tree planting at the Henry Lane sight is now complete. See attached memo from Township Arborist
(below)
PLAN REVIEWS
Heroes Ground – Veteran Monument at Miles Park (Corner of Germantown and Joshua) –
Previously approved, requesting additional removal of two Dawn Redwood trees. (Updated plans
below)
OLD BUSINESS:
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES
See attached.
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Christian Fassbender will share his review of his site visit to the Knolls property (see attached memo)
NEXT MEETING DATES:
March 3, 2020

April 7, 2020*

May 5, 2020*

June 2, 2020

July 7, 2020

August 4, 2020

September 1, 2020

October 6, 2020
(Cancelled)

November 3, 2020
(Postponed until Nov. 17)

December 1, 2020

*Cancelled due to
Pandemic

ADJOURNMENT

Via Email Delivery
Email: Sean Halbom <shalbom@whitemarshtwp.org>

Field Review
To: Sean Halbom, MPA– Whitemarsh Township
From: John Hosbach – Rockwell Associates
Date: November 10, 2020
RE: Henry Lane

______________________________________________________________________________
Dear Sean,
Pursuant to the required trees to be installed as per our agreement, the applicant/developer has
fulfilled his duty of care. They have planted more trees than required which was a surprise. One
shade tree (maple) and 13 evergreens were installed.
No further comment on this project.

John Rockwell Hosbach Jr., Urban Forester
Registered Consulting Arborist #483, ISA Certified Arborist PD-0372
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified, ASCA Qualified Tree and Plant Appraiser
Consultants | Urban Foresters | Planners | Forensic Arborist

610-731-7969 | John@rockwellurbanforestry.com
Consultants | Urban Foresters | Planners | Forensic Arborist
rockwellurbanforestry.com

Via Email Delivery
Email: Sean Halbom <shalbom@whitemarshtwp.org>

Field Review
To: Sean Halbom, MPA– Whitemarsh Township
From: John Hosbach – Rockwell Associates
Date: November 10, 2020
RE: Heroes' Ground at Miles Park

______________________________________________________________________________
Dear Sean,
Pursuant to the revised plan dated 11/2/2020, the applicant is requesting the removal of two
dawn redwoods which equate to 59 DBH inches to be removed. The reasoning for this removal is
for visual benefits of the monument and flag center. The applicant is proposing to utilize 23 shade
trees and a 50/50 mix of 18 trees (9 evergreen and 9 ornamental) to suffice the original
compensatory along with the 59” to be removed in addition. Total of 95 inches to be removed.
In review of the site, I believe the applicant is going to over stock the designated area. A plan to
relocate some of the trees should be discussed.
Please call to discuss.

John Rockwell Hosbach Jr., Urban Forester
Registered Consulting Arborist #483, ISA Certified Arborist PD-0372
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified, ASCA Qualified Tree and Plant Appraiser
Consultants | Urban Foresters | Planners | Forensic Arborist

610-731-7969 | John@rockwellurbanforestry.com
Consultants | Urban Foresters | Planners | Forensic Arborist
rockwellurbanforestry.com

610-731-7969 | John@rockwellurbanforestry.com
Consultants | Urban Foresters | Planners | Forensic Arborist
rockwellurbanforestry.com

MEMO
To: Sean Halbom, Whitemarsh Township
Cc: Whitemarsh Township Shade Tree Commission
From: Christian Fassbender, Shade Tree Commission Member
Regarding: September 2, 2020 Site Visit Tree Report (Knolls, 505 Germantown Pike)
______________________________________________________________________________
Violations:
1. Tree protection fencing (TPF) placement is too close to the trunk (cuts into the root
protection zone)
2. Missing TPF in two areas – Where storm drain was recently installed and tree was
damaged
3. Damage to preserved tree – Looks to have been sideswiped by heavy equipment; also
damage to that same tree’s large root at the base
4. Preserved tree within 20 feet of building (did not measure to verify)
5. Fencing that was installed between September 2, 2020, and September 8, 2020, was
installed incorrectly within the root zone
All of the above violations reflective of Chapter 55-4 Tree Preservation, Protection and
Replacement ordinance.
Recommendation:
Shut down work activity until TPF properly installed and re-installed where missing from
preserved trees.
______________________________________________________________________________
It is understood that this is an approved plan and the work is in the advanced stages of
development. The site visit on September 2, 2020, exposed numerous ordinance violations,
stemming from the originally approved project plan.
1. There was never enough space on this site to both preserve trees and operate heavy
equipment for land development.
2. The TPF was incorrectly placed inside the root protection zone of almost every
preserved tree to allow for grading, storm mitigation, and utilities.
3. Many of the trees on site have had their root protection zone stripped away, and/or soil
compacted from heavy equipment.

As a member of the Shade Tree Commission, charged with preserving and protecting the trees
on this site, it’s recommended that a preserved tree inventory be performed at the completion
of the job. As a reminder, Chapter 55-4 (7) lays out the post construction procedures. Any
damaged or dying trees should be replaced in accordance with the guidelines outlined in
Chapter 55-4. In addition to the Township representative’s oversight, a Shade Tree Commission
member should also be present at the work sites which require TPF, to monitor the initial lay
out and at the final stage of removal. This action would further re-inforce the importance we
place on our preserved trees to any individuals working to develop the land within our
community.

