WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
DEPARTMENTAL WORKSHOP MEETING OF OCTOBER 28, 2021 6:00 PM
BOYLE-NESTER ____ DROSSNER_____MANUELE ____ McCUSKER ____TOLL ____

1. Departmental Reports
•

3rd Quarter Reports provided by each Department

2. 2022 Budget

•
•

Update on General Fund Revenues/Expenses
Review Proposed 2022-2024 Capital Improvement Plan

3. Capital Projects
•
•
•

Creekside Intersection Improvements Update
Westaway Stormwater Project Update
2021-2023 Capital Improvement Plan

4. New Business
•
•

Miracle Natural Trail Feasibility Study
Report provided by Supervisor Boyle-Nester
Washington Street Feasibility Study
Report provided by Supervisor Toll

5. Executive

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP

TO:

Richard L. Mellor, Jr., Township Manager

FROM:

Sean Halbom, Asst. Township Manager

RE:

3rd Quarter 2021 Report – Administration

Website, Social Media, and Communications.
As we near the end of our contract with CivicPlus, I have started exploring alternate platforms for the
township’s website. Working with the Media and Communications Advisory Board Chair, we have agreed to
invite a local web host business to a future MCAB meeting. The Township is currently paying about $6,100 a
year for hosting fees, but competitive services are available for less. This is an item that will be discussed again
in future reports.
Social media activity remains steady, and we are seeing more of our informational posts shared by residents.
Not surprisingly the most shared posts have to do with road work. Residents are expressing appreciation for
the timely notifications.
The Whitemarsh Weekly, our electronic newsletter, remains popular. Hurricane Ida and the subsequent
storms in September resulted in three additional emails to residents. In total, 34,802 emails were sent, 9,725
of which were opened representing 28%. Of those, 721 or approximately 7.4% were “clicked” by a recipient.
The Fall 2021 edition of Whitemarsh Living was submitted to the publisher and USPS in late Spring, and a
digital copy posted to the website on October 4, 2021. As always, the digital edition includes working
weblinks and the printed editions advertise the “opt out” to any residents who do not desire a physical copy.
This has lowered the printed copies enough year-by-year to keep costs steady, though, I anticipate higher
postage prices next year due to increases by USPS.
Whitemarsh TV
Recent WTV projects include a public service announcement for fireplace safety and two videos to assist with
the “Tree Giveaway” event. The Fire Marshal’s office is also able to make use of a series of fire safety PSAs
from last year, which were designed for reuse each year. This is a good example of the content building
strategy at WTV which to generate concise, informative, and reusable video media for use by the local public.
WTV had the NAS drive replaced and will hopefully purchase more storage cards next year if the costs lower.
The replacement provides WTV with 20 TB of digital storage space. The current library of content at WTV
totals about 11TB, so we believe we will be fine for about 18-24 months at our current rate of production.
All Board of Supervisors meetings are now streamed on the Township’s YouTube channel. We are still
hoping to attract 100 subscribers so we can customize our channel’s title. We plan to achieve this by
continuing to generate useful content for residents.
Boards and Committees:

Media and Communications Advisory Board
The Media and Communications Advisory Board welcomed a new board member, John Pedicino, who
comes to us with professional experience in the digital media and advertising field. Board Chair, Ryan Hurley
has done an excellent job communicating with other Boards and Commissions to help with messaging. This
past quarter, they have worked closely with the Environmental Advisory Board. As mentioned above, the
upcoming year will focus heavily on the township website, promoting the work of advisory boards, and
possibly some form of interactive event for residents, such as a photo contest.
Also mentioned above, the MCAB Chair and I will be looking closely at the Township website. Past
discussions about improvements have centered largely around organization of material on the site. Our
existing website is somewhat constrained by the format as well as less than optimal customer service. We
hope to identify a new platform that can be more easily managed by Township staff.
Environmental Advisory Board
The Environmental Advisory Board was very pleased with Township Day and their interaction with
eventgoers. EAB focused on tree and lawn care education as a topic and encouraged children to take part in
an art project that was eventually displayed at the Library. The art project asked children to write down an
important fact about trees.
EAB has been working on a recognition program for local businesses and organizations incorporating
sustainable practices to their work. At this time, EAB has designed criteria for eligibility, and I am working
with the EAB on an application for the Township website. Once the program is finalized, the EAB will begin
reaching out to local organizations to encourage their participation.
I have also recently reorganized some content on the EAB’s webpage in collaboration with the EAB ViceChair and developed a QR Code for event advertising. The EAB is also active on their own social media
pages with more regularly recurring environmental content for residents. These efforts represent the EABs
ongoing educational campaign for residents and businesses.
Many EAB working group members are engaged in multiple projects, including the steering committees and
community service projects. They are continuing to meet when possible, and updates are provided at each
EAB meeting. Much of the past work these working groups have focused upon is also being put into action
through projects like the Basin Study. Overall, the Working Groups appear pleased with the progress being
made between the EAB, other advisory boards, external organizations, and Township staff.
The Basin Study is reaching its completion soon, and results are expected to be shared at the November EAB
meeting. Natural Lands Trust will provide the Township with Best Management Practices (BMPs) that can be
applied to all Township-maintained basins and meadow areas. Once reviewed, the EAB plans to make a
recommendation to the Board of Supervisors regarding an ongoing maintenance plan for basins and
meadows maintained by the Township.
Shade Tree Commission
The Chapter 55 committee recently met for the sixth time but had decided to meet at least once more to
complete their work. To date, they have identified several areas where the existing ordinance could be
clarified or improved upon to preserve the local tree canopy. The details will be compiled and shared with the
Township Solicitor to incorporate into a revised ordinance for review and recommendation.

The Tree Giveaway project has attracted a lot of interest. Our supplier expects the trees to be delivered
sometime in mid-November, slightly later than we had expected. Once we have a firm delivery date, residents
will be contacted with details for collection. We intend to use the Township Building as a collection point for
those who adopted a tree and will use the shed as temporary storage.
I’d like to thank our Shade Tree Commission, the Tree Tenders organization, and Colonial Canopy Trees for
their support with the giveaway. I look forward to reporting back on the success of the event and determining
if this could be a recurring annual event.
We are very fortunate to have the support of the Tree Tenders volunteers and support from Colonial Canopy
Trees. Together, we have identified at least three separate tree planting projects aside from the Giveaway.
They include plantings at the Library, St. Thomas Church, and several Township parks. Plantings for the
Township Parks are part of the Tree Tenders Grant, which provides the Township with heavily discounted
trees for the Parks. Plantings for the Library and St. Thomas Church are being provided by private donations.
I am very proud to be part of the incredible team that has formed to focus on tree planting this year. Karen
Kabnick (EAB member and Tree Tender), Andrew Conboy from Colonial Canopy Trees, and the Grounds
Crew at Public Works have been particularly instrumental in the physical work and coordination necessary to
make all of this happen. We also had a great deal of help from Tom at the Parks and Recreation Department
to ensure all plantings in Parks did not interfere with activities.
In Summary
I feel that we have taken advantage of the warm months this year, and plan to squeeze out what we can this
fall, provided the opportunity. I look forward to reporting back at the end of the year with details about our
tree planting efforts, progress with the website, and new content generated for residents. Morale remains high
among advisory boards, and it is motivating to see collaboration at these levels develop into community
events.
Respectfully submitted,
Sean Halbom

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mr. Richard L. Mellor, Jr. - Township Manager

FROM:

Krista Heinrich, PE-Township Engineer

DATE:

October 22, 2021

RE:

Engineering Report for the period of
July 1, 2021 through September 30, 2021

PROJECT NUMBER:

2021-01015

The following information is provided to summarize the status of all projects currently being worked on by
the Township Engineer’s office.

Earth Disturbance Permits

1.

2345 Pine Ridge Drive (#2018-18)
The homeowner submitted plans proposing a retaining wall in the rear yard of the residence. The
plans were reviewed, and review letters issued August 8, 2018 and April 20, 2021 which required the
applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. Revised plans were submitted and an Earth Disturbance
Permit was issued June 3, 2021. Construction is underway, with inspections being performed on an
as needed basis.

2.

4066 Butler Pike (#2018-19)
The applicant submitted plans showing an addition to an existing office building. The project is
currently under construction and inspections of the project continue on a regular basis.

3.

Whitemarsh Township Authority (S/LD #04-19, 2019-11)
The applicant is proposing to construct a new administration building at the Sewerage Treatment
Facility partially on/or adjacent to the Dept. of Public Works Facility. The applicant requested a
waiver of land development contingent on the applicant obtaining an earth disturbance permit. Earth
Disturbance Permit Plans were submitted, reviewed, and letters were issued February 27, 2019,
August 12, 2019, September 18, 2019, and March 2, 2020 which required the applicant to revise and
resubmit the plans. The engineer’s estimate of probable cost was reviewed and a letter establishing
the amount of financial security to be escrowed was issued April 1, 2020. Revised plans were
submitted and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued June 10, 2020. A preconstruction meeting
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was held on June 16, 2020 and construction is substantially complete, with inspections having being
performed on a daily basis.
4.

2277 Mulberry Lane (2020-05)
The applicant submitted plans showing construction of a new dwelling in place of a dwelling recently
destroyed by a fire. An Earth Disturbance Permit was issued June 16, 2020. Construction is
underway, with inspections being performed on an as needed basis.

5.

2085 Harts Lane (2020-06)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed in-ground pool, patio and landscaping at an
existing residential lot. The plans were reviewed, and a letter issued June 9, 2020 which required the
applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance
Permit was issued August 18, 2020. Construction is underway, with inspections being performed on
an as needed basis.

6.

ECRI - 5200 Butler Pike (S/LD #05-20 & 2020-22)
The applicant submitted plans showing the demolition of a portion of the existing medical research
building and driveway/parking area reconfigurations. Plans submitted in support of a waiver of land
development request were reviewed, and a letter was issued November 5, 2020, conditionally
recommending the waiver request. Earth Disturbance Permit plans were reviewed, and review
letters were issued December 7, 2020 and January 4, 2021. Revised plans were reviewed, and an
Earth Disturbance Permit was issued January 19, 2021. Construction is underway, with inspections
being performed on an as needed basis.

7.

4000 Fox Hound Drive (2021-03)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed 265 square foot guard house at “The Hill at
Whitemarsh”. The plans were reviewed, and review letters were issued February 22, 2021 and
March 24, 2021 which required the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. Revised plans were
reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued May 25, 2021. Construction is substantially
complete.

8.

182 Barren Hill Road (2021-04)
The applicant is proposing to demolish and reconstruct a residential dwelling. The plans were
reviewed, and a review letter was issued March 22, 2021 which required the applicant to revise and
resubmit the plans. Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued
October 12, 2021.

9.

285 Roberts Avenue (2021-05)
The applicant submitted plans for an in-ground swimming pool. The plans were reviewed, and a
review letter was issued March 25, 2021, May 1, 2021, July 13, 2021, July 23, 2021 and July 27,
2021 which require the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.
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10. 414 Conlin Road (2021-08)
The applicant submitted plans for an in-ground swimming pool. The plans were reviewed, and a
review letter was issued April 21, 2021. Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance
Permit was issued July 2, 2021.
11. 801 Bethlehem Pike (2021-09)
The applicant submitted plans proposing the construction of a new residential structure. The plans
were reviewed, and comments issued May 1, 2021, June 21, 2021, and August 31, 2021 which
require the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. Revised plans were submitted, which are
currently under review.
12. Montgomery County Trail (2021-11)
Montgomery County submitted plans for a proposed trail from Butler Pike to the Wissahickon Green
Ribbon Trail. The plans were reviewed, and comments issued May 14, 2021 which require the
applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.
13. 108 Hampton Lane (2021-12)
The applicant submitted plans for an in-ground swimming pool. The plans were reviewed, and
review comments issued May 17, 2021 and August 11, 2021 which require the applicant to revise
and resubmit the plans.
14. 506 Dogwood Lane (2021-13)
The applicant submitted plans for a residential Garage Addition. The plans were reviewed, and
comments issued May 21, 2021 which required the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.
Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued September 7, 2021.
15. 4000 Foxhound Drive (2021-15)
The applicant is proposing a building addition to the existing clubhouse. The plans were reviewed,
and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued June 29, 2021.
16. 7014 Redcoat Drive (2021-16)
The applicant submitted plans for an in-ground swimming pool. The plans were reviewed, and
comments issued June 7, 2021 which require the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.
Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued October 21, 2021.
17. 741 Hunt Drive (2021-17)
The applicant submitted plans for an in-ground swimming pool. The plans were reviewed, and
comments issued June 14, 2021 which required the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.
Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued September 9, 2021.
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18. 3049 Spring Mill Road (2021-18)
The applicant is proposing a landscape berm, retaining wall and landscaping. The plans were
reviewed, and comments issued June 29, 2021. Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth
Disturbance Permit was issued July 20, 2021.
19. 4112 Fields Drive (2021-19)
The applicant is proposing to construct a secondary driveway access. The plans were reviewed, and
no engineering issues were identified; however, a zoning variance was required before an earth
disturbance permit could be issued. Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit
was issued October 21, 2021.
20. 7026 Sheaff Lane (2021-20)
The applicant submitted plans for an in-ground swimming pool. The plans were reviewed, and an
Earth Disturbance Permit was issued June 7, 2021.
21. 6007 West Valley Green Road (2021-21)
Montgomery County is proposing the construction of a floodwall at a residential property, which was
required as a result of Hydrologic & Hydraulic Studies required by FEMA to evaluate potential impact
of the “Cross County trail” (Permit #2021-11). The plans were reviewed, and comments issued July
31, 2021 which required the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. Revised plans were
submitted, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued September 21, 2021. Construction is
underway, with inspections being performed on an as needed basis.
22. 104 Chinaberry Drive (2021-22)
The applicant submitted plans for an in-ground swimming pool. The plans were reviewed, and review
letters were issued August 14, 2021 and September 10, 2021 which require the applicant to revise
and resubmit the plans.
23. 800 Ridge Pike (2021-23)
The applicant submitted plans for a walkway from the Hotel Entrance to a parking lot, which were
reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued August 31, 2021.
24. 2319 Holly Lane (2021-24)
The applicant submitted plans for a swimming pool, which were reviewed, and comments issued
September 13, 2021. Revised plans were submitted, which are currently under review.
25. 800 Ridge Pike (2021-25)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed gate house at The Union League at Liberty Hill.
The plans were reviewed, and a review letter was issued September 13, 2021 which required the
applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. Revised plans were submitted, which are currently under
review.
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26. 341 Stenton Avenue (2021-26)
The applicant submitted plans for a residential driveway expansion, which were reviewed, and an
Earth Disturbance Permit was issued October 12, 2021.
27. 1 Wingate Court (2021-27)
The applicant submitted plans for residential addition, swimming pool, and patios. The plans were
reviewed, and comments issued October 11, 2021. Revised plans were submitted, which are
currently under review.
28. 6011 Sheaff Lane (2021-28)
The applicant submitted plans for stormwater conveyance piping at a residential property, which are
currently under review.
29. 7 Stenton Avenue (2021-29)
The applicant submitted plans for a swimming pool, which are currently under review.
30. 117 Ridge Pike (2021-30)
The applicant submitted plans Electrical Trench Excavation at the WFIL AM 560 Radio Tower Site,
which are currently under review.

Land Development Projects
1.

The Oaks at Lafayette Hill (S/LD #06-04)
The applicant is constructing 159 attached dwelling units and associated site improvements. The
project is currently under construction and inspections of the project continue on a regular basis.

2.

The Hill at Whitemarsh Ph 2 (S/LD #03-13)
The applicant is constructing 54 multi-family independent living units in 5 separate buildings, a
clubhouse, outdoor pool, a 15,000 square foot addition to the main health care building and
associated site improvements. The project is currently under construction and inspections of the
continue on a daily basis.

3.

Creekside Commons
Construction of a 223-unit Townhome community is underway with inspections conducted on a daily
basis. At the developer’s request, inspections were performed and a letter recommending partial
release of financial security was issued October 5, 2021.

4.

901 Washington Street (S/LD #05-14)
The applicant is proposing to construct 62 townhomes in the Riverfront District. Revised plans have
been submitted, and a review letter was issued October 18, 2021 which requires the applicant to
revise and resubmit the plans.
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5.

The Knolls at Whitemarsh (S/LD #06-15)
The applicant is proposing 4 single-family detached residences in the A Residential District and 9
townhomes in the VC-1 Village Commercial District, including associated site improvements. At the
contractor’s request, inspections were performed and a letter recommending partial release of
payment was issued August 6, 2021. The project is currently under construction and inspections
continue on a daily basis.

6.

Villages at Whitemarsh (S/LD #11-15)
The applicant had proposed the construction of Townhouses in the Village Commercial District at a
site known as the ‘Corson Estate’. Plans were reviewed, and review letters issued July 26, 2019 and
October 30, 2019 which required the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. It is our
understanding that the applicant has formally withdrawn this preliminary subdivision and land
development application.

7.

Whitemarsh Shopping Center (S/LD #04-16)
The applicant proposed the addition of an 8,975 square foot building, reconfigured parking and
improvements to the Ridge Pike access at the Whitemarsh Shopping Center. At the developer’s
request, inspections were performed and a letter recommending partial release of financial security
was issued July 22, 2021. The project is substantially complete and inspections of the project
continue on a daily basis. A punch list was issued July 22, 2021.

8.

633 Germantown Pike (S/LD #06-17)
The applicant proposed to demolish a gas station/auto repair building and construct a two-story
office building with a building footprint of 3,163± square feet, along with required associated parking.
At the developer’s request, inspections were performed and letters recommending partial release of
financial security were issued January 13, 2021. The project is currently under construction and
inspections of the project continue on a regular basis.

9.

252 Roberts Avenue (S/LD #05-18)
The applicant originally proposed the renovation of the existing Lincoln Fire Company facility to an
attached 5-unit residential building; however, the plans were revised to develop the site to consist of
2-single family homes. A preconstruction meeting was held on February 4, 2020. At the
developer’s request, inspections were performed and letters recommending partial release of
financial security were issued May 18, 2020 and December 28, 2020. The project is substantially
complete with inspections having been performed on a regular basis.

10. 432 PA Avenue (S/LD #07-18)
The applicant has submitted plans showing a proposed Starbucks and associated improvements
adjacent to the Holiday Inn. The plans were reviewed, and review letters issued October 23, 2020
and January 25, 2021 which required the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. The engineer’s
estimate of probable cost was reviewed and a letter establishing the amount of financial security to
be escrowed was issued January 22, 2021. A preconstruction meeting was held January 14, 2021.
A letter authorizing the production of mylars was issued January 29, 2021. At the developer’s
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request, inspections were performed and a letter recommending partial release of financial security
was issued June 30, 2021. The project is currently under construction and inspections of the
project continue on a daily basis.
11. Longfield Farms (S/LD #02-19)
The applicant is proposing a 58-unit townhome development in the Village Commercial District, at
the intersection of Butler and Skippack Pikes. A Sketch plan was submitted and a review letter
issued March 29, 2019. Revised plans were submitted in June 2019, which were subsequently
withdrawn. Revised plans were resubmitted and review letters were issued June 16, 2020 and May
6, 2021 which require the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.
12.

4013 Crescent Avenue (S/LD #01-20)
The applicant is proposing a minor lot line adjustment to transfer yard area between 2 single family
detached residential lots. The plans were reviewed, and review letters issued June 29, 2020 and
November 23, 2020 which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.

13.

Flourtown Shopping Center (S/LD #02-20)
The applicant proposed a new bank (2,450 sf) and restaurant (2,100 sf), including modifications to
parking areas and drive aisles and other associated improvements. The proposed improvements
straddle the Township Line, and are partially located in Springfield Township. Plans were submitted
and a review letter was issued April 22, 2021. It is our understanding that the scope of
improvements has been reduced to consist of a bank and associated site work only.

14.

608 Germantown Pike (S/LD #03-20)
The applicant is proposing to convert an existing structure in the Village Commercial District to a 7Unit Apartment Building, including a building addition, modifications to parking areas and drive aisles
and other associated improvements. Sketch Plans have been reviewed, and letter issued June 18,
2020 which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.

15.

27 E. Germantown Pike (S/LD #01-21)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed addition to an existing commercial building
driveway/parking area reconfiguration in the Village Commercial District. Plans have been reviewed,
and a review letter was issued May 7, 2021 which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit the
plans.

16.

561 Spring Mill Avenue (S/LD #02-21)
The applicant submitted plans showing 19-Unit Townhome Development and associated site
improvements, which are currently under review. Plans have been reviewed, and review letters were
issued June 1, 2021 and September 23, 2021 which require the applicant to revise and resubmit the
plans.
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17.

7001 Sheaff Lane (S/LD #03-21)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed subdivision of “The Highlands” property. Plans
have been reviewed, and a letter issued August 4, 2021 which requires the applicant to revise and
resubmit the plans. Revised plans have been submitted, which are currently under review.

18.

3 Evergreen Place (S/LD #04-21)
The applicant is proposing a minor lot line adjustment to transfer yard area between 2 single family
detached residential lots. Plans have been reviewed, and a letter issued August 2, 2021 which
requires the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.

19.

354 Roberts Avenue (S/LD #05-21)
The applicant submitted plans proposing two new detached residential homes, which are currently
under review. The plans were reviewed, identifying a required zoning variance. It is our
understanding that the required variance was not granted by the Zoning Hearing Board.

20.

606 & 608 Germantown Pike (S/LD #06-21)
The applicant is proposing to convert an existing structure in the Village Commercial District to a 7Unit Apartment Building, including a building addition, modifications to parking areas and drive aisles
and other associated improvements. Plans have been reviewed, and a letter issued August 27,
2021 which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.

21.

Sunnybrook Golf Club (S/LD #07-21)
The applicant is proposing a zoning district map amendment to extend the boundary of the
Recreational Overlay District to ensure that recreational uses are located within the portion of the
property underlain by the Recreational Overlay District.

22.

Sunnybrook Golf Club (S/LD #08-21)
The applicant is proposing a Minor Subdivision / Lot Line Change to ensure that recreational uses
are located within the portion of the property underlain by the Recreational Overlay District. Plans
have been reviewed, and a letter issued August 30, 2021 which requires the applicant to revise and
resubmit the plans.

23.

6122 Butler Pike – “Hawkhurst” (S/LD #09-21)
The applicant is proposing a Minor Subdivision splitting an existing parcel into one 8± acre site with a
residence and the remaining land to be combined with the existing lot on which the Karamore wine
tasting barn is located (approximately 19-acre piece lot following subdivision). Plans have been
reviewed, and a letter issued October 1, 2021 which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit
the plans.
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24.

251 Stenton Avenue (S/LD #10-21)
In conjunction with the proposed redevelopment of 251 Stenton Avenue, currently Clara Burke –
Foxsubacute, the applicant is proposing a Zoning Ordinance text amendment to permit senior living
communities in the Institutional Overlay District by Special Exception. Concept Plans in support of
the zoning text amendment are currently under review.

25.

548 S. Bethlehem Pike – “Creek’s Edge” (S/LD #11-21)
The applicant has submitted Preliminary/Final Plan involving two lots in the Village Commercial
District owned by the Applicant, which are proposed to be merged. The Applicant proposes to raze a
pre-1940 house which is in dilapidated condition with a failing foundation; the garage is also
proposed to be razed. The Applicant then proposes to build a proposed 3,160 square foot Building,
Parking and associated site improvements for a live/work unit for an artisan woodworker. Plans are
currently under review.

26.

Abbey Motor Park (S/LD #12-21)
The applicant has submitted Sketch Plans proposing a motor park with private garages for rental, on
a 23.43± Acre property in the CLI Campus Type Limited Industrial District. Plans are currently under
review.

27.

7111 Sheaff Lane (S/LD #13-21)
In conjunction with the potential subdivision and land development of a 51.32± Acre Site at 7111
Sheaff Lane, zoned AAA-Residential, the applicant is proposing a text amendment to Chapters 11646, 116-270, 116-272, 116-275, 116-276 and 116-277 of the Zoning Ordinance. Concept Plans in
support of the zoning text amendment are currently under review.

Township Capital Improvement Projects
1.

Handicap Accessible Ramp Program
The Department of Public Works has begun a program where the required handicap accessible
ramps are installed by DPW forces prior to start of each year’s road program. The Township
Engineer’s office design of these ramps continues on a schedule to allow the DPW to stay at least
one year ahead of each road repaving program. No Ramps have been identified which would need
to be installed in anticipation of the 2021 Road Improvements Program.

2. The Reserve at Creekside Intersection Improvements:
As part of the Reserve at Creekside Development, the Township is required to design and construct
improvements to five intersections within 18 months from the first issuance of a building permit (or
as soon as practicable thereafter) in accordance with the approved traffic study and PennDOT
regulations. These intersections are Joshua Road and Flourtown Road, Joshua Road and Stenton
Avenue, Flourtown Road, Cricket Road and Stenton Avenue, and both intersections of Militia Hill
Road and Stenton Avenue. The Township received a Green-Light-Go Grant for the Joshua
Road/Stenton Avenue intersection in the amount of $593,312.00 and a 2019 County Transportation
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Program (CTP) grant for the Joshua Road/Flourtown Road intersection in the amount of
$199,504.00 which will help offset the cost of construction.
The traffic light installation project at the two intersections of Militia Hill Road and Stenton Avenue is
complete and the signals were put into full operation on July 11, 2018.
The current status of the three remaining major intersection improvement projects is as follows:
Stenton/Flourtown/Cricket – The Township received the Highway Occupancy Permit for the
construction of this intersection on March 30, 2018 and bids were received on April 11, 2018 with
James D. Morrissey, Inc. (JDM) as the lowest responsive bidder at a cost of $2,507,338.90. PECO
and Verizon began utility pole relocations the week of April 9, 2018 and PECO finished the wire
relocation to the new poles on July 21, 2018. Relocation of Crown Castle’s fiber optic cables,
Comcast’s communication facilities and Verizon’s facilities are complete. A PADEP General Permit
was issued in May, 2019. Preconstruction meetings were held on April 23rd, 2019 and May 1st, 2019
in order to reinitiate construction activities. JDM began construction on or about May 13th, 2019. On
May 26, 2020, PECO completed relocation of gas mains in the fourth and final phase of the work,
which would allow JDM to finalize their work. PennDOT has approved a modification to the detour
plans to allow a closure of Stenton Avenue between Joshua Road and Flourtown/W. Valley Green
starting August 3rd, 2020. As a result, A Notice to Proceed was issued to JDM on July 22, 2020. A
punchlist was issued November 24, 2020. At the contractor’s request, inspections were performed
and a letters recommending release of payment were issued January 25, 202, and May 17, 2021. A
letter providing the contractor with contract closeout instructions was issued February 5, 2021.
Construction is complete, with inspections having been performed on a daily basis.
Joshua/Stenton – The final submission for this intersection was made to PennDOT on April 23,
2018 with all outstanding issues resolved along with all the required documents that demonstrate
the Township now owns the required rights-of-way and easements. The Township received the
PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit for construction of these intersection improvements on May
23, 2018. The Department of Public Works has completed the required tree trimming and removal
and PECO, Comcast, and other utilities have substantially completed utility pole relocations and
wire transfers. The Board of Supervisors authorized bidding of this project June 13, 2019.
Joshua/Flourtown –The Board of Supervisors Authorized bidding of this project June 13, 2019. The
Township received the PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit for the construction of this
intersection on October 18, 2019.
Bid documents were prepared for the construction work for both the Joshua/Stenton and
Joshua/Flourtown intersections. The bids were opened on January 10, 2020 with Highway
Materials, Inc. (HMI) as the lowest responsive bidder at a cost of $4,231,068.00. On January 22,
2020, the Board of Supervisors authorized the issuance of a Notice of Intent to Award the bid of
$4,231,068.00. A written Contractor Responsibility Determination, Notice of Award and Notice to
Proceed were issued February 24, 2020. A preconstruction meeting was held on February 25,
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2020. The project is currently under construction and inspections of the project continue on a daily
basis. Correspondence from the Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED)
was received indicating that the Governor’s calling for the closure of non-life-sustaining businesses
does not appear to require the construction to cease. At the contractor’s request, inspections were
performed and a letter recommending partial release of payment were issued August 30, 2021. As
of October 26, 2020, HMI has substantially completed the in-road work at Joshua Road and Stenton
Avenue and the intersection is no longer under detour. Construction at the intersection of Joshua
and Flourtown Roads commenced in November, 2020. On or about October 18, 2021, final road
resurfacing was completed, and the intersection was fully reopened, with all detours permanently
lifted. It is anticipated that the project will be complete in Fall of 2021.
The conditions of the contract documents and the Green-Light-Go Grant required that construction
of work equal to the grant award amount at the intersection of Joshua Road & Stenton Avenue to be
complete by May 15, 2020. The work was completed, invoices were submitted and provided to
PennDOT. Grant reimbursement was approved by PennDOT and issued on 7/13/2020. In total,
the Township was issued $593,312.99 in Green-Light-Go Grant funding
3.

Germantown Pike Pedestrian Crossing
The purpose of this project is to improve the mid-block pedestrian crossing of Germantown Pike,
near its intersection with Mayflower Road. The principal items of work to be performed under this
project include: The installation of a new signal mast arm and signal pedestal with pushbutton
activated Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB) and associated signage as well as the
construction of three (3) new ADA ramps with new crosswalk striping and other pavement markings.
Field Survey, base mapping and preparation of construction documents have been completed. A
new Traffic Signal Permit Plan was prepared and submitted to PennDOT for review and permitting
(HOP App No. 193514) and a Highway Occupancy Permit (HOP) was issued on December 23,
2019. Preparation of bid documents is complete, the bid was advertised and bids were publicly
opened on May 14, 2020. A bid evaluation issued May 18, 2020. The Board authorized issuance
of a Notice of Intent to Award the contract to Premier Concrete, Inc. for the amount of $128,900.50,
which was issued June 12, 2020. A Responsible Contractor determination, Notice of Award and
Notice to Proceed were issued on July 13, 2020. A preconstruction meeting was held on July 8,
2020. At the contractor’s request, inspections were performed and a letter recommending partial
release of payment was issued September 18, 2020. At the contractor’s request, inspections were
performed and a letter recommending release of payment was issued October 6, 2021. A letter
outlining contract closeout documents and procedures was issued May 17, 2021. The project is
complete and a certificate of completion issued October 19, 2021.

4.

Westaway Drive Stormwater Improvements
This project, identified in the “Stormwater Task Force Report”, consists of a stormwater collection
and conveyance system along Westaway Drive, from Fields Drive to Germantown Pike. There is
currently no stormwater infrastructure in this area, and this system would help to collect stormwater
originating on Germantown Pike, directed through the ‘Knolls of Whitemarsh’, and from the
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‘Whitemarsh Woods’ basin that currently discharges directly onto Fox Lane. The new system would
consist of approximately 2,550 linear feet of stormwater piping, 8 Manholes and 27 Inlets.
Field Survey, base mapping and preparation of construction documents have been completed.
Preparation of bid documents is complete; the bid was advertised and bids were publicly opened on
June 8, 2021. A bid evaluation was issued June 9, 2021. The Board authorized issuance of a
Notice of Intent to Award the contract to MECO Constructors, Inc. for the base bid amount of
$899,619.00, which was issued June 14, 2021. A Responsible Contractor determination was issued
July 14, 2021. A Notice of Award and Notice to Proceed were issued on July 15, 2021. A
preconstruction meeting was held on July 20, 2021. Construction is underway, with inspections
occurring on a daily basis. At the contractor’s request, inspections were performed and a letter
recommending release of payment was issued October 20, 2021. It is anticipated that the project
will be completed by End of Year 2021.
5.

2021 Road Improvements Project
Segments of the following roadways have been scheduled for rehabilitation: E. 9th Avenue, Righter
Street, Revere Road, 13th Avenue, Harts Lane, Hunter Road, Tara Court, Cardinal Drive, Penn
Road, and Friends Lane. Base mapping and preparation of construction documents was completed,
and the Board of Supervisors Authorized bidding of this project on January 28, 2021. Bid
documents were prepared for the construction work, advertised for public bidding, and bids were
opened September 8, 2021. A bid evaluation was completed September 9, 2021. The Board
authorized issuance of a Notice of Intent to Award the contract to Allan Myers, L.P. for the amount
of $345,028.92, which was issued September 10, 2021. A Responsible Contractor determination,
Notice of Award and Notice to Proceed were issued on October 11, 2021. A preconstruction
meeting was held on October 19, 2021. Construction is expected to commence end of October
2021.

6.

Flourtown & Colonial Intersection Improvements
The purpose of this project is to install a new traffic control signal and left turn lanes at the
intersection of Flourtown Road and Colonial Drive. Field Survey and Base Mapping were
performed and Engineering Design and Preparation of Construction Plans and Traffic Signal Permit
Plans for PennDOT approval is underway. A preconstruction meeting with PennDOT is required to
initiate the permitting process. Operational changes due to COVID19 are in place at PennDOT, and
we are working to schedule a virtual meeting. A grant application through the DCED Multimodal
Transportation Fund (MTF) requesting funding in the amount of $1,152,268.00 was submitted on
September 30, 2020, which was not awarded. The Township was awarded a PennDOT Multimodal
Transportation Fund (MTF) grant (application submitted November 6, 2020) in the amount of
$1,107,950.00. In process of obtaining PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit Plan and Signal
Permit Plan approvals.
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7.

Zoning Ordinance Updates (Phase 1)
The Zoning Ordinance Updates Steering Committee conducted meetings on July 20, 2021, August
19, 2021, and September 23, 2021 to continue discussions regarding Phase 1 Zoning Ordinance
Updates consistent with the newly adopted Comprehensive Plan.

8.

4006 Butler Pike Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)
A Phase I ESA was conducted and a Report was issued May 20, 2021 in accordance with ASTM
Standard E1527-13 and the Federal All Appropriate Inquiry Standard.

9.

4046 Butler Pike Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)
A Phase I ESA was conducted and a Report was issued October 8, 2021 in accordance with ASTM
Standard E1527-13 and the Federal All Appropriate Inquiry Standard.

10. River Road Stabilization
An embankment adjacent River Road suffered slope failure during tropical storm Ida, and was
recommended to be closed. The damage was inspected, and it was determined that the road could
be reopened, with the lane closest to the damage remaining closed. A temporary sign-controlled
lane closure was designed to allow the road to be reopened. A topographic survey has been
performed, and base plans have been prepared. Engineering Design of a method for permanent
slope stabilization is underway.
Environmental Issues
Provide technical assistance as requested.
1.

Outfall Field Screening – Permit Coverage
As part of the requirements of the Township’s NPDES General Permit for Small MS4s, Minimum
Control Measure (MCM) #3 requires illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDD&E). Part of this
MCM requires the Township to conduct outfall field screening, identify the source of any illicit
discharges, and remove or correct any illicit discharges. Ongoing outfall screening is being
performed and documented in accordance with these requirements.

Township Map Updates
Review and update of Township Maps are performed on an ongoing basis.
Grant Assistance
Provide technical assistance as requested.
1.

Miracle Nature Trail Feasibility Study
In process of preparing the feasibility Study for a Nature Trail along the PECO Line, which is being
funded through a grant from DCNR/DVRPC. This PECO ROW has been called out in numerous
planning documents and studies as a key link to the Schuylkill River Trail, The Cross County Trail,
several parks, and heavily populated neighborhoods. The Miracle Nature Trail concept is a
combination of an ADA trail with sensory pod amenities and environmental education components
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for people of all ages and abilities. A Steering Committee meeting was held January 14th, 2021.
An online Public Survey was conducted February 22, 2021 - Friday, March 19, 2021. A Virtual
Public Presentation & Listening Session was held April 15, 2021. Steering Committee Meeting #2
was held May 20, 2021. A Guided Public Walk was conducted July 20, 2021. A Neighbor's Focus
Group Meeting was held August 26, 2021. Steering Committee Meeting #3 was held September
23, 2021.
2.

Washington Street Multi-Modal Connections Study
In process of preparation of the Multi-Modal Connections Study of Washington Street and the
Riverfront of Spring Mill Station to improve a regionally important junction of pedestrian bicycle
vehicle and commuter-train transportation options. This study is funded by a DVRPC:
Transportation & Community Development Initiative Grant, awarded in May 2020 and executed in
November 2020. Updated Grant Portal to submit end of year progress report. A site visit / field
scoping view was conducted with Township Staff on January 15, 2021. Steering Committee
Meetings were held September 13, 2021 and October 4, 2021. A Site Walk was conducted
October 4, 2021. A Virtual Public Presentation & Listening Session was held October 21, 2021.
3. Township Building Rain Garden
DCED grant application submitted May 26, 2021 for a proposed rain garden at the Township
Budling
4. Camp Hill/Bethlehem/Skippack intersection Improvements
ARLE grant application submitted June 30, 2021 to PennDOT for review to fund remaining signal
improvements at Camp Hill/Bethlehem/Skippack intersection. ARLE Scoping Form submitted June
14, 2021. ARLE grant application submitted June 30, 2021.

Road Opening Permits
Review of permits continue on an as needed basis.
Resident Drainage/ Stormwater Concerns
Provide technical assistance as requested.
Zoning Hearing Board Application Reviews
Review of applications requiring relief from Floodplain & Riparian Corridor Conservation District
regulations and other relief continue on an as needed basis.
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at this office.

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP

MEMORANDUM

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

3RD Quarter Report for 2021
To:

Rick Mellor, Township Manager

From:

John J. Fields, Public Works Director

Re:

Third Quarter Report for 2021

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARMENT
30 Evergreen Trees for the Public Works /Authority facility Watered as needed.
Installed 5 Delineators at 1350 East Hector Street that PENNDOT Supplied to keep traffic off of sidewalk
82 Woodbine way, Dan Moore removed dead tree.
Working with Krista on ideas for flooding complaint at 9 Laurence.
107 Cedargrove road, Dan Moore removed dead tree.
Dead Tree at Kline Park on Ash Lane needs to be taken Down, Public Works Dept.
Installed a drainpipe in the Public Works Yard so we can fill in area for staging of the snowplows.
2127 Basswood Drive, repaired dip in road. P.W. crews repaired the roadway.
206 Kensey Road, repaired sink hole around storm drain.
416 Conlin Road, repaired sink hole around storm drain.
5021 Camburn Road repaired sink hole around manhole and storm drain.
4035 South Warner Road. Received a complaint about Asplundh working for P.E.C.O. damaged roof. Sent to
Suzanne Ryan.
7000 Dorsum Way received several complaints about a dead tree on property adjacent to Skippack Pike. Sent to
Bob Sztubinski to notify resident. Resolved.
Red Rambler Drive, all sidewalks are restored from P.E.C.O work.
M.C.P.W.A. had a picnic for August 5th @ St. Michaels for all of Montgomery County Public Works Association
Members.
P.E.CO. Electric School for P.W. Emergency’s. Dates are July 13th and July 14th
Had several meetings with Tom and Gary about Veterans Memorial.
Had Large tree cut down behind Mr. Sirianni of 838 Thomas Road on Township Property, after tree got struck by
lightning.
Sink hole at 21 Laurence Place. Completed.
31 Scarlet Oak Drive sink hole over storm pipe. Public Work crews found that our storm pipe was damaged by
P.E.C.O. due to a gas main that was installed into the storm pipe, working with Susanne Ryan on getting P.E.C.O.
to repair.
4116 Daisey lane. Public Works crews repaired inside storm inlet box in the street.
Received two calls for a sink hole between 476 and 477 S. Silverbell Lane. Advised both homeowners that it is on
H.O.A. property. (Whitemarsh Woods)
Received two calls about a sink hole in the rear yard at 4135 Buttercup Lane. I advised the homeowner that the
repair is his responsibility. Whitemarsh Township does not have any utilities on his property.
Fixed light on Basketball court@ Miles and filled in dirt on edge as requested.
Repaired light at Koontz Park.

•
•
•
•
•
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Public Works Crew worked with Orkin Electric to install the charging station at new Sewer Tax Office,
Completed.
Public Works crews did the 4G upgrade to all the Electric charging stations.
Public Works crews ran new horizonal grinder and had a one-day day training on the new machine. We were able
to grind all stockpiled dead trees from years ago and make mulch. Waiting for smaller screens to arrive to finish
making mulch.
Public Works Crews were out street sweeping and clearing drains, before and after heavy rains.
Filled in pothole on 700 Elm Street.
Guiderail repaired 17 River Road from the result of a MVA.
All roadside trimming was completed by Public Works Crews.
Public Works crews completed roadside Guardrail trimming on Hart, Manor, River, Hector, Washington, Sheaf
and Mathers.
I am in the process of getting prices for line painting for a few roads. River, Harts, Manor
Public Works installed fence behind new Sewer Tax office and cleaned up upper storage area.
Public Works Crews filled in potholes throughout.
Public Works crews replaced rotted storm pipe at 6015 Sheaf Lane.
421 Toland Drive replaced two inlet boxes and piece of storm pipe under road.
4008 South Warner Road, sink hole in driveway next to storm pipe. SWERP had completed a video inspection
and our storm pipe was fine. This was on the homeowner.
7135 Sheaf Lane. Public Works Crews repaired shoulder wash out. 100% complete.
Added two speed limit signs on Malan Drive per Sgt. O’Doherty’ s request.
Filled in potholes on 12th avenue from complaint and been filling potholes on Washington street.
Slowly been getting rid of last year’s compost. Rotoski and Trainor, Edwin’s Glorious Gardens have taking it.
Consortium bid for gasoline and Diesel fuel is completed and we are utilizing it..
Jack signed up for the Penn State Leadership Course thru D.V.I.T. Class starting in the fall.
Jack will be attending the LTAP seminar in October of 2021.
Emergency Services Board meets at 7:00 on 8/4/2021
Jack accepted to be on the Washington Street Steering Committee.
Street sweeping the entire township has started on Tuesday 8/17/2021.
Township crews ae cleaning up storm issues from last night 8/18/2021. River and Harts, Street sweeping
intersections throughout township and checking headwalls.
Intersection tree trimming and canopy trimming has started.
Renewed the Pa. D.E.P. Waste Tire Permit
Renewed the Pa. D.E.P, Waste hauler permits for our dump trucks.
320 Emmerson Drive, meeting with resident to come up with a solution for the rear yard erosion.
Worked with Nick on ordering 4 gas meters for confined space entry, received new meter.
4 employees are going to Confined Space Entry Class, September 9th at D.V.I.T.
Public Works Crews picked up trash on Hector and Elm Streets from Storm IDA.
31 Sugar Maple retention basin was mowed.
Both Temporary Employees have got their CDL class A drivers license permits
TRAFFIC SIGNALS AN SIGNS

•
•

Butler and North Lane. Complaint of preemption not working. Public Works crews repaired conduit under
sidewalk and Signal Services repaired wiring.
Signals Services completed yearly Traffic Signal P.M. Service, waiting on report.
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•
•
•
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•
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•
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Hector and North Lane overhead Signal bracket repaired traveling west bound at North Lane. Signal Services
made repair.
Line painting and speed lines for Police 50% completed.
Butler and Skippack Pike received a complaint from P.D. on Timing of traffic signal. I went and sat on light
and found no issue. Signal Service will check timing when they do P.M. in a week or so.
Spring Mill and Ridge, northeast corner traffic Signal standard was hit, public work crews poured new footer
and Signal Services move the light standard to prevent future hits.
7051 Camp Hill Road, Street light hanging from pole over private lot, P.E.C.O notified. Not our light.
Lafayette Connector and Bethlehem Pike, Green turn arrowhead clamps replaced.
Butler Pike and Flourtown Road traffic signal was stuck on red flash on 9/14/2021 and was repaired by Signal
Service
Public Works crews repaired broken red lens at Crescent and Germantown on the S.E. corner
ENGINEERING

19 Laurence Place. All outstand work was completed by Public Works crews.

421 Toland Drive, complaint of storm drain backing up and causing property damage. Krista and I are going to
meet with resident.
443 Toland Drive, Mr. Marshall has concerns of the swale behind his house. Public Works Crews filled swale
with large rocks.
Working on installation of additional storm drain on Durant at North Lane.
2314 Holly Lane Public Works Crews placed rip rap around storm drain
We have a rotted storm pipe under 836 Thomas Road. SWERP, in the process of scheduling with SWERP.
We have a failed storm pipe on river road SWERP, SWERP, in the process of scheduling with SWERP.
Working with Krista on new maps, which will include Snow Emergency Routes, Roadway ownership.
Working with Krista on a complaint from Mr. Dougherty from Cricket Lane about water running from Golf
course onto his rear yard, Krista and had a meeting with Mr. Dougherty on 6/10/2021.
Krista and Jack inspected the out-fall pipe at the rivers edge at the work site along the railroad tracks, where
SEPTA is doing the bank stabilization. SEPTA has extended the out-fall pipe.
Krista and I meet with approximately 25 residents after IDA.
Working with Krista and Rick on Capitol Storm Water Projects,
Sheaf Lane Storm pipe washed out on shoulder of road on 6000 Block of Sheaf Lane from IDA,
completed.
Sheaf Lane Shoulder wash out on 7000 Block of Sheaf Lane from IDA completed.
13 River Road bank has washed away IDA, road is open to one lane traffic controlled with stop
signs
Elder and Scarlet Oak, storm pipe washed out from IDA. Completed.
Public Works Crews are assisting Parks and Recreation on set up and logistics for Whitemarsh Township Day.

FLEET DEPARMENT

Govdeals sale has ended, will provide Kevin and Rick a report when all items are picked up.
New F250 pickup truck for Public Works was deliver to the Township and is now at Havis to
have the upfit completed.
Two new Ford Explorers for the Police department were delivered to the Township and are at
Havis to have the upfit completed.
One new Ford Expedition for the Police Department has delivered and upfit and is in service.

•

D.E.P. grant for the new horizonal grinder was processed and we took delivery of new
grinder.

• 241 is getting new pto pump installed.
• 247 is getting rusted tailgate replaced.
• 3 new Honda generators were purchased, and old units will go into Emergency Management trailer.
• All leaf collection machines are serviced and inspected and ready for collection.
• Working with Springfield Township on sending two mechanics for Ford Hybrid vehicle training.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mini Excavator is out of service. Trying to find a lift hydraulic cylinder.
Older Backhoe is out of service because of a Hydraulic leak.
241 is at Freightliner of Philadelphia to get the exhaust repaired.
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
Working with Gary Hill and one of our Temporary Employees, Robby Williams who went to school for
Landscape Architect design to draw up ideas for a Picnic area in the Courtyard at Township Building, Krista
offered help with final presentation.
Grounds crews have planted annuals and are watering.
Grounds crews are watering the 31 Trees planted at the P.W. grinding facility.
Grounds Crew spread compost on the upper deck of Miles Park and looks great.
Grounds Crews completed pruning throughout the parks and taking care of hazard hangers in all the parks.
Grounds crews have prepped all ballfields for fall ball.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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FACILITY MAINTENANCE
Working Delbuno to repair leaking gutters and rooted wood on Highway Department Garage.
Oliver has parts order for air handler unit in the courtyard. Repair will be completed in the spring of 2022.
Cappa Builders is waiting on the delivery of windows for the east side of the west wing at the Township
building.
New PECO Gas main for Authority Building was installed.
Garage door on the Sally Port west side was repaired by Jay Door.
I am working with Clarity Water on have the scaling treated in the A/c cooling tower addressed.
Working with West Generator on replacing the Backup Generator Transfer Switch at the Township building.
Will include hooking the entire building to the Generator.
Scheduling wall repair at Cedargrove driveway.
Working with Tom and Cappa Builders on water remediation at the barn.
There are two doors in the Police Department that need adjusting, contacting Cappa Builders to repair.
L.E.D. Light staying on at Koontz Park.
Roof at Koontz Park Building needs some attention, will get a quote from Cappa Builders.
Working with West Generator on replacing the Backup Generator Transfer Switch at the Township building.
Replaced toilet seat in lady’s locker room on Police Side.
Hung Mattress cover holder in receptionist area.
A/C in evidence / processing wing at the police is not working. Oliver replaced unit.
Combination Lock and Key has repaired the doors at the main entrance at the Police Public Entrance.
All Gutters were cleaned the week of 8/23/2021.
Roof leak repaired at Twp. Building by Delbuno

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Roof Repaired at Koontz Park Build by Delbuno.
Assisted police / fire with 4 water rescues / tropical Storm IDA
Used estimated 50 barricades and 15 sawhorses and 50 traffic cones / tropical Storm IDA
Public works crews have been out and cleaned all drains in the Township over the past two days / tropical Storm
IDA
Public Works crews have set out barricades for flooding if needed / tropical Storm IDA
Public Works crews are in the process of checking all Township Roads / tropical Storm IDA
Public Works crews cleared estimated 15 trees from Fort Hill Circle last night / tropical Storm IDA
Public Works crews worked from 6:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. on 9/1/21 tropical Storm IDA
Public Works crews have cleared all the out falls on Cedargrove grove road.
Whitemarsh Foundation basin out-fall pipe was cleaned..
Placing Barricades for two block parties on 9/10/2021.
Whitemarsh Township assisted Upper Providence Township with Storm debris clean up on Saturday and Sunday
9/4/22021 and 9/5/2021. Whitemarsh Township will be getting reimbursed.
I attended the Montgomery County Public Works Association Executive Board Meeting on 9/9/21
DelBuono Roofing repaired roof leak around chimney and Koontz Park.
Fuel Pump #1 was replaced at Township Fuel Island.
Oliver is going to replace A/C in meeting room “C” at Koontz Tomorrow 9/23/2021.
Hung sheet of Plywood for Police Body cams and portable radios in dispatch office.

PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Look at barn repairs with Jimmy and Joe Brown to schedule some work that needs to be completed:
o 2nd floor wood rooted at rear barn door
o Dig rear wall out and seal up to prevent water from running in wall
o Replace front gutters
o
Plexiglas upper window
WASTEWATER ATHORITY
Working with Tom Bonjo from the Sewer Authority on the Press Building and other minor facility issues.
Working with Tom Bonjo on a depression in the road at 102 Woodbine way
John Fields

PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT
THIRD QUARTER 2021 REPORT
Zoning Permits Processed
•

111 Zoning Permit applications processed. (See breakdown below.)
TOTAL PERMITS PROCESSED SECOND QUARTER 2021: 132
NonResidential
3
9

Single Family
Residential
55
3

TOTALS

Other
Residential
3
1

61
13

Accessory Structures
Interior Alterations /
Renovations
Demolition
1
4
New Construction
1
2
Additions
1
10
Signage
4
Solar Panels
6
Use & Occupancy
4
Cell Towers / Antennae
1
Other
3
TOTALS
26
79
6
*Zoning Permits for Residential Interior Alterations only not required as of 1.1.19.

5
3
11
4
6
4
1
3
111

Zoning Hearing Board Cases Processed &/or Heard
•

27 Zoning Hearing Board applications Processed &/or Heard. (See breakdown below.)
TOTAL APPLICATIONS PROCESSED &/OR HEARD SECOND QUARTER 2021: 34

ZHB Case
#

Description
Applicant & Property Address

2019-21

601 Washington Street Associates, LP
601 Washington Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428

Variances/Special
Exception; 270 unit multifamily residential complex

2020-12

Mark and Anne Dooley
7215 Sheaff Ln & 274 woodcock Ln
Fort Washington, PA 19034

Request for Modification
of ZHB#2017-29
conditions.

2020-20

Harner Realty I, LLC
6101 Sheaff Lane
Ft. Washington, PA 19034

Request for an Appeal
from the June 22, 2020
Violation Notice

2021-26

Michael & Erin Allegra
3021 Edmonds Road
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

2021-27

Nicholas & Katina Talio
34 Sugar Maple Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

Variance; Garage
Expansion (Front Yard
Setback)
Variances; Shed & Fence
(Location, Front Yard
Setback and Ultimate
R-O-W)

Status/ Decision
ZHB Denied Application November
2019; Decision Appealed. Appeal
pending; awaiting possible
settlement (Township is a party to
settlement)
Time Waiver granted until 5.6.20;
continued to 6.30.2020, 8.12.20,
10.31.20, 1.31.21, 3.31.21,
5.31.21, 7.31.21, 10.31.21 &
1.31.22
Scheduled to be Heard 9.17.20;
continued to 11.30.21, 3.30.21,
4.30.21, 6.30.21, 8.31.21, 10.31.21
& 12.1.21
Approved 7.7.21

Approved 7.7.21

2021-28

Ernest & Joan Pighini
427 Militia Hill Road
Fort Washington, PA 19034

2021-29

Christopher Green & Junho Kim
552 S. Bethlehem Pike
Flourtown, PA 19031

2021-30

Federal Realty Investment Trust
1842 Bethlehem Pike
Flourtown, PA 19031

2021-31

Brixmor Property Group
10 Ridge Pike
Conshohocken, PA 19428

2021-32

Variances; Shed &
Decorative Wall w/
Driveway Gate
(Impervious Ground
Coverage & Size of Shed)
Variances & Special
Exception; Fence, Electric
Gate & Manual Gates,
Decorative Brick Wall
(Height, R-O-W, Front
Yard Setback, RCCD &
Floodplain)
Confirmation that relief
granted by ZHB#2020-36
is valid for modified
proposal; Special
Exception & Variance;
Utilities & Landscape
Islands (Floodplain Fringe)

Approved 7.14.21

Approved 7.7.21

Approved 8.11.21

Special Exception;
Restaurant (Use)

Approved 8.4.21

Ratoskey & Trainor, Inc. (RTI)
182 Barren Hill Road
Conshohocken, PA 19428

Variances; Single Family
Dwelling (R-O-W, Slope
Disturbance, RCCD)

Approved 8.11.21

2021-33

Robert & Elisa Redican
2311 Cranberry Court
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

Variance; Covered Deck
(Impervious Ground
Coverage)

Approved 8.11.21

2021-34

Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Comm
7001 Sheaff Lane
Fort Washington, PA 19034

Variance; Minor
Subdivision (Lot Area)

Approved 8.4.21

2021-35

Deborah Sztubinski
1256 Durant Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428

Variance; New SingleFamily Dwelling (Side Yard
Setback)

Approved 8.11.21

2021-36

Chuck Borkowski
354 Roberts Avenue
Conshohocken, PA 19428

Variances; 2 Single-Family
Dwellings (Lo Area, Width
at Building Setback, Side
Yard Setback & Building
Coverage)

Denied 8.4.21

2021-37

Eric & Kelsey Riethmiller
108 Hampton Lane
Blue Bell, PA 19422

Variances; Inground Pool
(Impervious Ground
Coverage)

Scheduled to be heard 9.29.21;
Continued to 10.31.21

2021-38

Nicholas & Hillary Linardopoulos
7014 Redcoat Drive
Flourtown, PA 19031

Variance; Inground Pool
(Impervious Ground
Coverage)

Approved 9.22.21

2021-39

Ashford Consulting LLC & Ashford Wealth
5 & 15 Germantown Pike
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

Variance; To permit a one
year extension beyond the
180-day extension
previously granted

Approved 9.22.21

2021-40

Gerry Logue
4024 Joshua Road
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

2021-41

Peter and Christy Turchi
4112 Fields Drive
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

2021-42

David Greenberg
33 Scarlet Oak Drive
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

2021-43

William & Colleen Ward
3181 Mayflower Road
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

2021-44

Jay & Maria Conway
4029 S. Warner Road
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

2021-45

Karin E. Young
858 Dawnwood Road
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

2021-46

Stephen Freret & Jeffrey Soules
4124 Fountain Green Road
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

2021-47

Catania Construction, LLC
246 & 248 Hillcrest Avenue
Conshohocken, PA 19428

2021-48

2021-49

KRE Acquisition Corp
401 & 433 Washington Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428

Variance;
Subdivision/New SingleFamily Dwelling (Minimum
Lot Size)
Variances; 2nd Driveway
access, sidewalk & access
pad (Impervious Ground
Coverage)
Variances; Concrete
Walkway/Steps
(Impervious Ground
Coverage)
Variance; Porch (Side Yard
Setback)
Variances; Shed
(Impervious Ground
Coverage)
Variances; Garage/Carport
(Front Yard Setback,
Location & Impervious
Ground Coverage)
Variances; Screen
Wall/Fence (Front Yard
Setback, Height)
Variances; Lot line change;
2 homes proposed
(dimensional)
Special Exception &
Variances Floodplain &
Riparian relief for a 598
unit apartment
development (split
development in
Conshohocken Borough)

David & Cathleen Kalick
34 Dickinson Lane
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

Variance; Generator
(Location)

Scheduled to be heard 9.29.21;
Continued to 11.3.21

Approved 9.29.21

Approved 9.22.21

Approved 9.22.2021

Scheduled to be heard 10.6.21

Scheduled to be heard 10.6.21

Scheduled to be heard 10.6.21

Scheduled to be heard 10.6.21

Scheduled to be heard 10.6.21

Scheduled to be heard 11.3.21

Conditional Use Applications Processed &/or Heard
•

2 New Application
TOTAL APPLICATIONS SECOND QUARTER 2021: 2

CU#
#01-21
#02-21

Federal Realty Investment Trust
1842 Bethlehem Pike (Flourtown Shopping Ctr.)
Flourtown, PA 19031
Osaka Hibachi Japanese, LLC
551 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

Type

Status

Bank Drivethrough

Submitted 3.16.21. Not yet scheduled due
to change in land development plan.

Restaurant
Use

Approved 8.12.21

Subdivision & Land Development Applications Processed &/or Heard
•

4 New Application
TOTAL APPLICATIONS SECOND QUARTER 2021: 4

SLD#
#07-21
#08-21
#09-21

#10-21

Project Name
Sunnybrook Golf Club
398 Stenton Avenue
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
Sunnybrook Golf Club
398 Stenton Avenue
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
Argos Associates
6122 Butler Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422
Leo Brown Group for Sabra Healthcare
251 Stenton Avenue
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

Description

Status

Zoning Map Amendment

PC reviewed on 9.14.21;
recommended approval

Minor Subdivision / Lot Line
Change

PC reviewed on 9.14.21;
recommended approval

Minor Subdivision / Lot Line
Change

Received 8.6.21; Under review;
Scheduled on the 10.12.21 PC agenda

Text Amendment
Institutional Overlay for
Senior Living Community;
Concept Plan for same at
251 Stenton Avenue

Received 9.17.21; Under review

Actions Taken on Prior Subdivision & Land Development Applications
SLD#

Project Name

#11-19

Mercedes Benz of Fort Washington
404 Pennsylvania Avenue
Fort Washington, PA 19034

#02-20

Federal Realty
(Flourtown Shopping Center)
1842 Bethlehem Pike
Flourtown, PA 19031

#01-21
#02-21
#03-21
#04-21
#05-21
#06-21

Robbins Gulph Holdings, LLC
27 E. Germantown Pike
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
DP Spring Mill Developers, LLC
561 Spring Mill Avenue
Conshohocken, PA 19428
The Highlands
7001 Sheaff Lane
Fort Washington, PA 19034
Jeffrey Cowley
3 Evergreen Place
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Borkowski Homes
354 Roberts Avenue
Conshohocken, PA 19428
608 Germantown Pike Assoc, LLC
606-608 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

Description
Land Development Waiver /
3-Lane Canopy & Associated
Parking
Preliminary Plan/Bank
(portions in both Whitemarsh
and Springfield Townships;
previous restaurant
eliminated)
Preliminary Final / Building
Addition & Parking
Preliminary / 19 Townhomes
Minor Subdivision /
Separating Developed Lot
from Open Space Lot

Status
Applicant put project "on hold" by
letter 6.1.20.
Submitted 3.15.21 new ZHB
approvals due to floodplain issues
on 8.11.21. Not scheduled; awaiting
Conditional Use application for
bank drive-through.
Received Conditional Preliminary &
Final Land Development Approval
9.9.21
Revised plans received 7.2.21.
Scheduled on the 10.12.21 PC
agenda.
Received Conditional Minor
Subdivision Approval 9.9.21

Minor Subdivision / Lot Line
Change

Received Conditional Minor
Subdivision Approval on 9.9.21

Preliminary Final / 2 Single
Family Dwellings

ZHB denied necessary variances
8.4.21; Plan on hold, not withdrawn

Preliminary Final / 7 Unit
Apartment Addition

PC reviewed 9.14.21;
recommended approval

Violations
•

Harner Realty 1, LLC, c/o Reid Buerger, 6101 Sheaff Lane, Fort Washington, PA; Illegal Parking of Commercial
Vehicles, possible Illegal business; violation has been appealed (ZHB #2020-20); case not yet closed; awaiting
settlement proposal.

•

John A. Pinto & Judith O’Donnell Pinto, 42 Scarlet Oak Drive, Lafayette Hill, PA; Illegal Fence; awaiting resolution
in conjunction with grading permit violation issued by Township Engineer

Additional Activities:
• Director attended virtual meeting discussing the status of the Cross County Trail sponsored by Montgomery County
Planning Commission.
• Director participated in a webinar about trails and trail design sponsored by the PA Chapter of the American Planning
Association.
• Director attended on-site video session with Montgomery County Planning Commission staff at ‘Whitemarsh
Station’ in preparation for the Montgomery Awards ceremony in November; Director provided on-camera
comments concerning the process and project from the Township’s viewpoint.
• Director organized and participated in two virtual meetings of the Township’s Zoning Update Steering Committee.
• Director attended Steering Committee meeting for the ‘Multi-modal Connections Study of Washington Street and
the Riverfront of Spring Mill Station’.
• Director co-taught a virtual session sponsored by the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Education Institute (PMPEI)
entitled, ‘The Limits of Zoning’.
• Director attended virtual meeting for the Ridge Pike Improvement Project (Sections C and D).
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
To:

Rick Mellor, Township Manager

From:

NICHOLAS W. WEAVER, FIRE MARSHAL

Subject:

2021 3rd Quarter Report

Date:

October 18, 2021

cc:

As I predicted, our relatively “calm” 2nd quarter bought forth record breaking events in our
community. COVID reared its head back to the front of the line with the rise of the Delta
Variant. Non-vaccinated people were amongst the most affected. The 3rd quarter had some
impactful events on a local level and at a regional level. We regretfully lost two firefighters
in the month of July twenty days apart in the same municipality of Lower Merion. One
firefighter lost his life at a structure fire and another lost his life on a traffic incident on the
Schuylkill Expressway. The loss of these firefighters was felt hard in the emergency services
community. We ensured Whitemarsh Township was represented at their services and
made sure their township knew we are here for support. In addition to those sad events,
we had two record breaking storms. Both of these storms were “under” predicted and
swiftly proved to be quite impactful. The first storm produced 85 mph straight-line winds
and dropped an inch of hail in a third of our township. This storm dropped dozens of trees
all in the same direction taking down multiple utility lines, utility poles, landing n vehicles,
and completely blocking roads. This storm took days just to return utilities and open up
roadways. It also developed a stronger relationship with PECO and Whitemarsh. Due to the
severity of the damages, PECO used Plymouth Whitemarsh High School and Barren Hill Fire
Company as staging areas/field operations post. This allowed us to work closely with PECO
to get our needs met, as well as assist our surrounding municipalities as the sole contact
for them. On September 1st, we had Hurricane Ida’s remnants hit our area and like the
previous storm, hit far out of its forecast. This storm produced significant rainfall of 8-10
inches in our area and a tornado that started in Whitemarsh that stretched through Upper
Dublin to Horsham. The tornado severely damaged one of our restaurants and damaged
multiple homes. Our community was lucky because it mostly went through wooded areas
and skipped over a lot of occupied structures. This storm produced record flooding of the
Wissahickon Creek that hit over 17 feet, where we get concerned at 8 feet. The Schuylkill
River was supposed to crest at 20 feet and went to over 27 feet. The rainfall caused dozens
of water rescues, flooded multiple homes (and a lot that never do), and loss of utilities to
additional homes. We are still working with the community to assist in recovering from the
storm and will continue to do so. On to more positive news, we completed our hiring
process for the Fire Inspector’s position and Nathaniel DiDonato started on 9/13/21 with
the township. He started on boarding right away and was used immediately to assist in the
Nicholas W. Weaver
Fire Marshal
616 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-825-3535 ext. 2614
Email: nweaver@whitemarshtwp.org

recovery efforts of Ida, his past experience as a Deputy Emergency Manager has aided our
Office of Emergency Management right out the gate. Please see my report below for our
third quarter of 2021:
•

3rd Quarter Notable Incidents:
o 7/6/21 100 Block of Barren Hill Road: Technical Rescue removing an ill worker from
the roof
o 7/7/21 Hemlock Pl: Tree fell on wires & deck
o 7/20/21: 3000 Block of Spring Mill Road Dwelling Fire
 Significant damage to the home with no injuries
o 7/21/21: Severe Storm with Hail and 85 mph winds
 A quick storm hit multiple municipalities causing widespread damage
 The storm impacted above Stenton Avenue in our township with multiple
trees down, wires down, telephone poles down, trees into houses, and trees
into vehicles
o 7/23/21: 200 block of Birch Drive- Electrical Fire
o 7/28/29: 5175 Campus Drive-Electrical fire
o 8/18/21-8/19/21 Tropical Depression Fred Remnants: Severe thunderstorms and
significant quick rainfall cause flash flooding through the area. One water rescue at
Joshua Road & Germantown Pike. Flooding
o Tropical Storm Ida 9/1/21
 Numerous Water Rescues
 Tornado
 Record flooding: roadway, creek, river
 Over 100 properties reporting damages
• FMO & Building department working with returning utilities on
Bethlehem Pike, Elm Street, Washington Street, Hector Street
 Federal Declaration for storm to assist business and homeowners approved,
Individual Assistance and Public Assistance authorized.
 Met with PEMA, FEMA, & County to inspect infrastructure 9/16/21
 Debris Management from County-Reaching out to affected areas
o 9/4/21: 500 Block of Ridge Pike Dwelling fire
o 280 Ridge Pike: Ongoing Carbon Monoxide issues
 3 incidents in 3 months
 Building Department to follow up with property owner
o Severe Storm 9/23/21: 1-3 inches of rain in short periods

•

Training
o Worked on continuing education through online learning for the following
disciplines: fire investigation, emergency medical services, code enforcement
o Continuing the PSU Leadership Certificate Program for Public Entities
o Recertified Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code License/Certification
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 Added Mechanical Plans Examiner as well
o Public Works hosted a PECO Gas/Electric training on 7/13/21 & 7/14/21
o PD hosted a PECO Gas/Electric training in August & September
o Completed FEMA G205 Recovery from Disaster course
•

Fire & EMS Departments:
o Held the August Emergency Services Board meeting on 8/18/21
o Joshua & Flourtown Intersection project updates to emergency services
o Met with Township Manager & Fire Chiefs on 8/26/21 in regards to mutual aid
response issues in the township
o Budget meeting held with Fire & EMS on 9/15/21
o Supported the fire department’s responses to incidents

•

Emergency Management:
o See below for COVID-19 info
o Reviewing current NIMS compliance and developing a training plan for 2021
o Fireworks Display at Green Valley Country Club on 7/2/21 at 9 PM
o Fireworks Display at Liberty Hill on 7/5/21 at 9:15 PM
o Special Event Permit 1222 Wells Street 7/3/21: Wedding with tents and generator
 Applicant informed of noise ordinance, parking solutions, and informed to
contact neighbors ahead of the event
o Block Party 7/4/21: Malan Drive from Noon to Midnight
o Block Party 7/17/21: Quarry Lane from Noon to 10 PM
o Block Party 8/21/21: Hollyhock Drive between 112 & 116 from 3 PM to 10 PM with
a rain date on 8/22/21
o Block Party 9/11/21: Rebel Road between Edmunds Road and Mathers Mill Road
from 11 AM to 7 PM with a rain date on 9/12/21
o Block Party 9/11/21: North & South Gilinger Road between 2309 North and 2310
south Gilinger Road from 2 PM to 8 PM with a rain date on 9/12/21
o Block Party 9/25/21: Mayflower Road between Colony Lane and Colony Lane from 2
PM to 7 PM
o PW construction week of 7/26/21 Sheaff Lane Road closure-notified internal and
external response agencies
o AQUA Water Main-Stenton Ave
 Between Sheaff Lane & Butler Pike starting 8/16/21 through December
o 7/13/21: Attended a planning meeting for the Veterans Memorial dedication
scheduled for 9/11/21
o 7/15/21: Attended a planning meeting for Township Day with P&R, PD, and CSD
o 8/07/21: Hope Lodge Car Show
o Met with Colonial School District superintendent on 8/12/21 for a delayed
introduction
o Township Day-9/18/21
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o Confined Space-Public Works
 Public Works Staff attending confined space entry classes
 Gas meters ordered and received
o Water Personal Protective Equipment
 Inventoried existing equipment
 Ordered needed personal protective equipment
o 401-433 Washington Street Project
 Met with Conshohocken Borough Emergency Management on 9/16/21 to
discuss 401-433 Washington Street
o AEDs
 Ordered budgeted AED’s on 9/22/21
 After being placed in service, all Park & Recreations’ building will have an
AED present
o Working DVIT Safety Grants to reimburse expenses
o Montgomery County Department of Public Safety is updating their 911 system with
a more advanced GIS. Their contractor requested clarification on properties in the
township. We are working through each inquiry with onsite meetings, parcel
identifications, and address identifications
•

Inspections/Code Enforcement:
o Inspection Program
 All schools inspected in August before start of the school year
o Fire Inspector
 Nathaniel DiDonato started on 9/13/21
o 509 Germantown Pike-Met with residents and Krista on 8/4/21 to discuss address
issues
o Roadway Clearance issues around town, specifically witnessed on Harts Ridge
 Shade tree ordinance requires a minimum of 11 feet and the Fire Code
requires a minimum of 14 feet
 Added to Whitemarsh Living, working on education in 2021 and
enforcement in 2022
o Montgomery County Department of Health
 Received a complaint about grease accumulation at the Persian Grill on
Germantown Pike
 Worked with the restaurant to have the system come into compliance
o System Inspections
 Sprinkler System
• Working with PW & the contractor to have the sprinkler inspection
completed
• Conferred with Jack & Peter on possible remediations

•

Fire Prevention/Safety
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o Smoke Alarm Installations
 41 homes visited and 150 smoke alarms installed as of the end of the third
quarter
o 7/14/21: Montessori Children’s House Summer Camp Fire Prevention
o Colonial Area Fire Prevention Expo at Lowe’s in Plymouth Township on 10/4/21
6:30 PM-8:30 PM
o Fire Prevention Week October 3rd through 9th
•

COVID-19
o Indefinite Declaration of Emergency declared on 4/9/2020 at the virtual Board of
Supervisor’s Meeting
 Montgomery County’s Declaration of Emergency extended into August
o Contact with Police, EMS, & fire companies for planning and supply status
o Working with Whitemarsh Ambulance to ensure our emergency services follow the
proper protocols while interacting with the public, as well as ensuring EMS has what
they need
o Have contacted all medical care facilities, grocery stores, and pharmacies in town.
Will continue to follow up with them to see their status
o Keeping contact with surrounding municipalities’ Emergency Management
 Attending Bi-Weekly Eastern Montgomery County Emergency Management
Group
o COVID-19 supply kits for small businesses from Montgomery County available
 Delivered 210 kits on Monday with the assistance of Public Works
o Coordinated resource acquisition, supply, and distribution for the township.
 Fielded requests from local businesses and communities requesting
assistance in locating resources
o Fogging facilities at least once a month, or more frequently as needed
 Fogging fire stations, fire apparatus, rescue squad, and ambulances as
needed
o Vaccinations
 1B (Non first responders) began 4/5/21
 1C began 4/12/21
 Mobile Sites
• Montgomery County is bringing vaccinations to communities that
may lack the ability to get to the vaccination sites or pose a high risk
to the virus.
o Request for Public Assistance
 Initial Information sent in on 4/10/20
 Departments are to track their own expenses; Finance has established a
specific COVID-19 account for future tracking
• Third Quarter 2020 Submission fund received
 Fourth quarter Grant submitted
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• Reviewed by PEMA and sent for final approval from FEMA on 2/3/21
FEMA has reauthorized the RPA grant through January 2022 and extended
the federal coverage to 100%
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Whitemarsh Township
Director of Parks and Recreation
Department Quarterly Report
PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENTAL REPORT – OOCTOBER
2021
ANNOUNCEMENTS
WAC Student-Teacher Expo
Whitemarsh Art Center – Cedar Grove Park
Wells Street Clean Up
Wells Street Open Space
Teenie Halloweenie
Cedar Grove Barn
Witches Hayride
Cedar Grove Park
Veteran’s Memorial Dedication
Miles Park
WAC Charlotte Martin Solo Show
Whitemarsh Art Center – Cedar Grove Park
2nd Annual “Light Up Whitemarsh” Contest Whitemarsh Township
Gingerbread House Decorating Party
Cedar Grove Barn
Martin Luther King, Jr. Clothing Drive Fundraiser
Cedar Grove Barn

Friday, October 15th
Saturday, October 16th
Tuesday, October 19th
Tuesday, October 26th & Thursday, October 28th
Saturday, November 6th
Friday, December 3rd
Wednesday, December 8th
Sunday, December 12th
Thursday, January 13th – January 17th, 2022

ADMINISTRATION
The Department is continuing with In-Home Recreation Resources and Virtual Programming. The Senior Scoop (The Clifton House, Back to
School, Virtual Trip to Alaska, Virtual Trip to Dubai, Helpful Phone Apps, Virtual Trip to the Grand Canyon, Leeland History, Lectures to Attend,
Helpful Senior Resources, Seated Therapeutic Yoga, Local Trips, Virtual Trips to Greece, Fort Washington State Park, Summer Safety Tips) on
Thursdays features great resource information, activities, and a virtual tour and trips. The Department has finished the virtual engagement of
sending a “Birthday Gram” to all individuals 18 and under in our database to brighten their special day (during COVID). The department is
continuing the popular weekly engagements including Staycation (Close-By Weekend Getaways, Holiday Safety, Best Burgers Around), Health
Hub (World Alzheimer’s Month, Always Tired? Fix It!, Social Media Use and Mental Health, Healthy Foods, Stress Relief), and Nature’s Touch
(Garden’s Road Trip, Energy Saving Tips, Sun Protection, Spotted Lanternfly, Tick Safety). The Department did a special eblast for Pride Month,
Juneteeth, the 4th of July, Memorial Day, and the “Ales and Petals/Cars Show at Historic Hope Lodge”.
Whitemarsh Township Parks & Recreation sold Adventure Aquarium, Knoebels Amusement Park, Morey’s Piers, and Splash Zone Water Park
(Wildwood, NJ) discount tickets. In addition, there were print on demand option for Baltimore Aquarium and EZTicket.com (Busch Gardens
Williamsburg, Water Country USA, and Sesame Place). We recently returned all discount spring/summer/fall tickets are being returned and we
no longer have any available for sale due to contractual consignment requirements. Regal, Movie Tavern, and AMC tickets are in stock and
ready to be sold! We will alert everyone if and when the winter ski season tickets become available.
The Department is very busy preparing drafts for the upcoming 2022 Budget. The Director has met with staff and met with the Finance
Director on August 16th. The meeting with the Township Manager and Finance was on September 1st for Operating Budget. The Capital Budget
Review was on September 8th. The Department will have a Budget Hearing with the BOS on October 11th.
The Department has completed the Fall Recreator Parks and Recreation Brochure. It was available to the public on Saturday, August 21st and
registrations for Whitemarsh residents only (one week) began on August 24th at 9am. The brochure is available on-line at the Parks and
Recreation tab of the Township Website. It includes a wonderful array of activities for people of all ages and abilities. Registrations are steady
amidst the growing concern over the increase of the Delta variant, and we are monitoring closely.
Tom Blomstrom attended the Spotted Lanternfly Southeastern PA Taskforce zoom meeting on Wednesday, September 1st. There was a
presentation by the PSU Extension, and updates from the USDA and the Montgomery County Conservation District. Tom picked up FREE signs
from the Montgomery County Conservation District and updated literature for the community at the Penn State Extension at the 4-H Center in
Collegeville.
The Whitemarsh Art Center held their monthly meeting on Monday, September 13th via zoom.
The Department purchased a new firewall for internet and network security to replace defective Sonicwall. The Department purchased TZ 370
with corresponding 3year hardware replacement and AV. IT performed an onsite visit to reconfigure firewall and reestablish VPN connection to
the Township Network.
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Happy to announce great news that the Township and WJML received a CCRES Grant in the amount of $2,000 for the Connecting Exceptional
people Program for 2022.
Jimmy McGuire resigned from his position as Facilities Maintenance Manager in August. Franco Cappabianca is performing the duties in a PartTime role as Interim.
PROGRAMS
Scheduled Weekly Engagement Emails:
Nature’s Touch, Health Hub and Staycation on Wednesdays - Informative emails regarding fun activities to do in the area, health tips and
nature information to fully and safely enjoy the great area around us.
Senior Scoop on Thursdays - Feature’s activities and community resources that focuses on the senior members of our community. From virtual
trips to crafting, there is a fun activity in each email.
Connecting Exceptional People: Socials
7/16/2021: The most recent CEP Social took place on Friday, July 16th. The 19 CEP participants got together and had a barbecue! Between
burgers, hot dogs, potato salad, chips, cupcakes and Ritas, no-one went home hungry! After eating, the group spent time playing yard games,
coloring, socializing and having fun! The next CEP Social will take place on Friday, August 20th. We will be joined by Theatre Horizon as they will
teach our participants their place in the show and then they will perform!
8/20/2021: The August 20th CEP Social were delighted to work with Theatre Horizons again, but this time in person! The 16 CEP participants
worked through a variety of acting warmups and did improv workshops to put on a great show. Following the performance with Theatre
Horizon, the group played games, talked and colored in mandalas.
9/17/2021: Due to the impending Township Day and the early setting sun, the September 17th CEP Social was moved back to a virtual setting.
The 11 participants were joined by our very own Dream Team DJ duo, who curated a fantastic playlist for a virtual dance party. The Dream
Team performed in two separate sets, allowing the CEP participants to catch their breath before getting back to dancing.
Whitemarsh Art Center Programs – contact 610-825-0917
Student and Teacher Art Expo
In-person | Friday, October 1st, 2021. 6 - 8 PM
Details: We would like to extend a warm welcome to the Whitemarsh Art Center community (teachers, students, staff, and their families) and
to other regional art aficionados to attend our expo. Our celebration will feature dynamic artwork from 2021. If interested, students and
teachers are invited to say a few words about their creations. We look forward to interacting with students and to celebrating their
accomplishments.
Location: Our front room gallery.
Art Submissions: Please submit artwork to the Whitemarsh Art Center office by Tuesday, September 28th at 5 PM and fill out a drop-off form
with artwork details.
Registration: As a safety measure, we're limiting the number of people inside the building at once. Please register to attend through this link.
Tickets are limited.
Creating with Composition and Color (Ages 7-11)
Online | 4 weeks | Winter 2022 dates TBD
Details: Each class, we will look at examples of famous artists' work to inspire students to explore and develop their own creativity and unique
visual languages. Students will learn about color and composition through fun weekly projects.
Format: Online with Zoom. Live instruction.
Materials: Paper, eraser, markers, colored pencils, watercolors, scissors, and a ruler.
Class Size: 10 students max.
Abracadabra: Magic Tricks for Kids (Ages 7-11)
Online | 4 weeks | Wednesdays, 5:30 - 6:15 PM via Zoom | Winter 2022 dates TBD
Details: Come and be spellbound by the joys of magic! In this course, kids will learn to look at posture, gestures, voice, and the environment
from a magician’s standpoint. Students will also learn how to introduce themselves, present, and perform magic tricks to a small audience.
Format: Online with Zoom. Live instruction.
Materials: Card deck, coins, napkins & pencils.
Class Size: Eight Students
A Lil' Bit of Everything (Ages 7-11)
In-person | 5 weeks | Saturday mornings starting late September, times TBD
Teacher: TBD
Details: Students will learn about color and composition through fun weekly projects. Materials: The course cost includes materials. Students
will use 2D and 3D media including paints and clay.
Class Size and Safety: Eight students max per class. In-person classes have reduced class sizes to accommodate indoor social distancing. Masks
are required.
Exploring Your Inner Artist (Ages 7-11)
In-person | 6 weeks | Tuesdays, 4:30 - 6:00 PM | September 14 - October 19
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Teacher: Christine Walinski
Details: This fun course introduces students to a range of art techniques and materials. Students experiment with paint, printmaking, mixed
media, clay, and more to develop skills for self-expression.
Class Size and Safety: Eight students max per class. In-person classes have reduced class sizes to accommodate indoor social distancing. Masks
are required.
Ages: This course is open to kids ages 7 - 11 years.
Materials: The course cost includes materials. Students will use printmaking paints and papers, clay and glaze, and other mixed media.
Developing Self-Expression Through Art (Teens)
In-person | 6 weeks | Wednesdays, 4:30 - 6 PM | September 15 - October 20
Teacher: Christine Walinski
Details: Students will work with a variety of materials such as clay, mixed media, and ink to explore and develop their unique artistic styles.
Drawing skills, composition and color will be the building blocks, allowing students to complete engaging and original projects.
Class Size and Safety: Eight students max per class. In-person classes have reduced class sizes to accommodate indoor social distancing. Masks
are required.
Ages: This course is open to teens ages 13 - 17 years.
Materials: The course cost includes materials. Students will use printmaking paints and papers, clay and glaze, and other mixed media.
Making Faces Handbuilding
Online | 3 weeks |Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30 PM EST. Zooms followed by hour-long video tutorial releases | August 23, August 30, September 13
Teachers: Jeanine Pennell
Details: This course teaches beginners and advanced students alike to create faces with clay. The instructor will break down facial features into
sections and give students simple instructions to effectively create a unique face with hand building techniques. Further, students will learn
how to finish a clay character's body and make a face flowerpot head.
Structure: We will meet on three Monday evenings by Zoom. After the first two live instruction Mondays we'll release live video tutorial
projects for students to do on their own schedules. The last Zoom is an opportunity to ask the instructor remaining questions and is a
celebration of students' finished pieces. With the three Zooms and two video tutorial releases, there are five total hours of instruction. Note:
There is no class on September 6th.
Materials: The price of the course covers the cost of specialized paper clay, underglaze colors, and kiln firing at the art center. Projects can be
completed with tools commonly found at home such as a sponge, pencil, plastic knife, fork and spoon, a paint brush, and a chopstick. However,
the instructor will also give students links to where they can buy specialized tools, if desired. If a student is not regional and will be paying for
his/her own materials and kiln firing, there is a discounted price below.
Class size: Ten students max.
Ages: 18 years and older.
Handbuilding and Throwing (Tues. AM)
In-person | 6 weeks | Tuesdays, 10 AM - 12:30 PM | August 31st - October 12th
Teachers: Matthew Courtney
Details: In this course, students can explore both handbuilding and wheel throwing techniques, surface decoration, and learn about glaze
application. The teacher will suggest different projects to build students' skill sets but intermediate and advanced students may work on
independent projects.
Prerequisites: While this course is open to all levels, we recommend that beginning students who wish to focus on throwing take the Monday
PM intro to throwing course.
Course dates: Aug. 31 (no class Sept. 7th for Rosh Hashanah), Sept. 14, Sept. 21, Sept 28, Oct. 5, and Oct. 12
Materials: Students will be given Laguna #55 stoneware clay.
Course Price: Course price includes clay, glaze, firing costs, and six course dates.
Class Size and Safety: Eight students max per class. In-person classes have reduced class sizes to accommodate indoor social distancing. Masks
are required indoors.
Ages: 18 years and older.
Expressions in Paint
Online | 6 weeks | Wednesdays, 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM | September 8 - October 13
Teacher: Stefanie Lieberman
Details: In this six-week course, we will be painting small, loose paintings of varied subject matter comprised from images that students submit.
Learn how to break down an image to its most important aspects and not getting tied up in detail from the start. Composition, color mixing and
painting technique will be addressed in a fun and relaxing painting experience! All skill levels welcome.
Note: There is a 4-week variation of this 6-week course that begins August 4th.
Materials: Students provide their own materials of either oil or acrylic. A detailed supply list of colors will be sent to all who enroll.
Class Size: Ten students max. Students of all skill levels are welcome. Format: Online with Zoom. Live instruction.
Ages: 18 years and older.
Advanced Ceramic Handbuilding
Online | 8 weeks |Thursdays, 6 PM - 8 PM | September 23 - December 9
Teacher: Charlotte Lindley Martin
Details: Take your hand building skills to the next level. In this hands-on Zoom class, together we will make a series of more complicated forms
using slabs and darting. Specific attention will be given to surface decoration using texture, slip trailing and colored underglazes.
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Course dates: The 8 class dates are Sept. 23, Sept. 30, Oct. 7, Oct. 14, Oct. 21, Oct. 28, skip November, Dec. 2, and Dec. 9.
Format: Online with Zoom. Live instruction.
Prerequisite: Previous ceramic hand building course.
Materials: In this advanced class, students will use a white stoneware clay that's similar to porcelain. Prior to the class, students will receive a
time to pick up prepackaged clay and underglaze from the art center - social distancing will be required. At the end of the course, students will
bring their unfired pieces to the art center, where we will fire them with clear glaze. The course price includes clay, glaze, and firing costs.
Separately, students will need to purchase tools in advance of the class. We'll provide registered students with a detailed list of specialized
handbuilding tools that can be purchased through the Ceramic Shop in Norristown or on Amazon.
Class Size: Ten students max.
Distance Learning: For students who will not receive class materials or kiln firing from the art center.
Ages: 18 years and older.
Beginning Wheel Throwing
In-person | 6 weeks | Mondays, 6 - 8:30 PM | August 30th - October 11th
Teachers: Matthew Courtney
Details: In this introductory course, students will learn the fundamentals of ceramic wheel throwing including centering, opening, pulling,
collaring, and glaze techniques.
Course dates: Aug. 30 (no class Sept. 6th for Rosh Hashanah), Sept. 13, Sept. 20, Sept. 27, Oct. 4, Oct. 11
Materials: Students will be given Laguna #55 stoneware clay.
Course Price: Course price includes clay, glaze, firing costs, and six course dates.
Class Size and Safety: Eight students max per class. In-person classes have reduced class sizes to accommodate indoor social distancing. Masks
are required indoors.
Ages: 18 years and older.
Advanced / Intermediate Wheel Throwing
In-person | 10 weeks | Tuesdays, 6:30 PM - 9 PM | September 21 - December 14
Teachers: Charlotte Lindley Martin
Details: This class offers an intensive program focusing on intermediate and advanced wheel-throwing skills. Each week students will all work
on the same projects, starting with mugs, bowls, and progressing to more complicated forms. The teacher will offer inspiration and feedback
each class.
Prerequisites: This course is for students who already know who to center clay on the wheel and have taken an introductory wheel-throwing
course.
Course dates: Sept. 21, Sept. 28, Oct. 5, Oct. 12, Oct. 19, Oct. 26, two weeks skipped, Nov. 23, Dec. 7, Dec. 14
Materials: Students will be given Laguna #55 stoneware clay.
Course Price: Course price includes clay, glaze, firing costs, and eight course dates.
Class Size and Safety: Eight students max per class. In-person classes have reduced class sizes to accommodate indoor social distancing. Masks
are required indoors.
Ages: 18 years and older.
Senior Center Ceramics
Online | 5 weeks | Hour-long Zooms followed by weekly video tutorial releases | Spring 2021 | Contact us to schedule times that work with
your senior center
Teachers: Matthew Courtney
Details: We partner with regional senior centers to offer this online course. In this engaging class, we introduce seniors to the joys and
fundamentals of clay hand building through Zoom. We provide clay, colors, and video tutorials for seniors to watch on their own schedule.
Structure: On our first Zoom, join us for the introductory online meet-up and techniques presentation where students will learn skills for each
project. After each meet-up we'll release a video tutorial project for students to complete by the following week. The final Zoom will be a
celebration and exhibition of student work from throughout the course. There are five 1-hour Zoom meetups and four 30-45 minute tutorial
videos.
Materials: Prior to the class, we'll coordinate a time to drop off materials at the senior center. At the end of the course, we'll pick up students'
unfired pieces and bring them to the art center, where we will fire them with clear glaze. We will use low-fire clay and underglazes. Tools will be
those that students can find at home such as a sponge, pencil, plastic knife, fork and spoon, a paint brush, and a chopstick.
Course Price: Course price includes clay, glaze, firing costs, five Zoom meetings, and four video tutorials.
Class Size: Ten students max per each Zoom.
Ages: 18 years and older.
Design Your Own Chess Set Ceramics
Online | 3 weeks | Mondays, 7 - 8 PM. Zooms followed by video tutorial releases | Winter 2022 course dates TBD
Teachers: Matthew Courtney
Details: This course teaches beginners and advanced students alike to hand build all elements of a chess set. Through a range of sculpture
techniques from various influences, the teacher will inspire students to make their own unique stylized chess pieces and board.
Structure: We will meet three times by Zoom. After the first two live Zooms, we'll release video tutorial projects for students to do on their own
schedules. The last Zoom is an opportunity to ask the instructor remaining questions and is a celebration of students' finished chess sets.
Materials: The price of the course covers the cost of clay, underglazes, and kiln firing at the art center. Projects can be completed with tools
commonly found at home such as a sponge, pencil, plastic knife, fork and spoon, a paint brush, and a chopstick. However, the instructor will
also give students links to where they can buy specialized tools, if desired.
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Class Size: Ten students max.
Distance Learning: Please select this payment option for students who will not receive class materials or kiln firing from the art center.
Ages: This is an adult class. With special permission by the instructor, older teens may register.
Painting with Purpose
Online | 6 weeks | 2 hours per class. | Winter 2022 course dates TBD
Teacher: Stefanie Lieberman
Details: This six-week course is designed to create 3 paintings that we will build from a loose, underpainting and refine as we go along. This
class is ideal for those painters who want to break out of the habit of focusing in on details and let the paint create a more expressive piece.
Attention will be paid to composition, color mixing, paint application and technique. All skill levels welcome in a fun and relaxing atmosphere!
Materials: Students provide their own materials of either oil or acrylic paint. A detailed supply list of colors will be sent to all who enroll.
Class Size: Ten students max. Students of all skill levels are welcome.
Format: Online with Zoom. Live instruction.
Ages: 18 years and older
Sculptural and Functional Ceramic Hand Building
Online | 8 weeks | Live Zooms and Tutorial Videos | Winter 2022 Course Dates TBD
Teachers: Charlotte Lindley Martin and Matthew Courtney
Details: In this engaging course, students will learn to make functional and sculptural pots. The class will present 8 projects easily created at the
kitchen table. Students will explore hand-building techniques using templates, slabs, coiling, and pinching followed by underglaze and sgraffito
decoration.
Structure: Prior to class, we'll release the first of eight 45–60-minute video tutorials with alternating examples from both talented instructors.
Students can watch tutorials on their own schedules. Each Tuesday at 7:30 PM, the teachers will alternate leading online live 1-hour Q&As and
presentations with students.
Materials: Registered students will receive a time to pick up prepackaged clay and underglaze from the art center - social distancing will be
required. At the end of the course, students will bring their unfired pieces to the art center, where we will fire them with clear glaze. The course
price includes clay, glaze, and firing costs. Separately, students will need to purchase tools in advance of the class. We'll provide registered
students with a detailed list of specialized hand-building tools that can be purchased through the Ceramic Shop in Norristown or on Amazon.
Class Size: Ten students max. If one course fills, we’ll offer a second Q&A class on a different weekday.
Distance Learning: For students who will not receive class materials or kiln firing from the art center.
Ages: 18 years and older
Teen Ceramic Hand Building
Online | 5 weeks | Mondays, 5:30 - 6:30 PM Zooms followed by weekly project video tutorial releases | Winter 2022 Course Dates TBD
Details: This class engages teens while introducing them to the joys and fundamentals of clay hand building. We provide clay, colors, and
tutorials to watch on your own schedule. You make the projects and, if you want, can attend weekly course Zoom meetups and presentations
with our instructors. Among other ceramic projects, students will make a lidded decorative container, sculpted animals, boxes, and jars.
Structure: On our first Zoom on Monday, join us for the introductory online meet-up and presentation. After each meet-up we'll release a video
tutorial project for students to complete by the following week. The final Zoom will be a celebration and exhibition of student work from
throughout the course. There are five 1-hour Zoom meetups and four 30–45-minute tutorial videos.
Materials: Prior to the class, students will receive a time to pick up prepackaged clay and underglaze from the art center - social distancing will
be required. At the end of the course, students will bring their unfired pieces to the art center, where we will fire them with clear glaze. We will
use low-fire clay and underglazes. Tools will be those that students can find at home such as a sponge, pencil, plastic knife, fork and spoon, a
paint brush, and a chopstick.
Course Price: Course price includes clay, glaze, firing costs, five Zoom meetings, and four video tutorials.
Class Size and Students: Ten students max.
Date note: This course previously started a week earlier.
Distance Learning: Please select this payment option for students who will not receive class materials or kiln firing from the art center.
Family Ceramics, I : Parent and Child (Elementary Age)
Online | 5 weeks | Tuesdays, 5:30 - 6:15 PM via Zoom followed by weekly 45-minute video tutorial releases | Winter 2022 Course Dates TBD
Note: Older elementary students might be advanced enough to independently complete projects without parent supervision.
Details: This class engages parents and kids while introducing both to the joys and fundamentals of clay hand building. We provide clay, colors,
and tutorials for you to watch on your own schedule. You make the projects and attend weekly course Zoom meetups and presentations with
our instructors. Projects will include making animals, jars, boxes, and more.
Structure: During our first Zoom, join the teacher and your peers for an introductory meet-up and presentation. After each meet-up we'll
release a video tutorial project for students to complete by the following week. The final Zoom meet-up will be a celebration when we show
student work from throughout the course. There are five 45-minute Zoom meetups and four 30–45-minute tutorial videos.
Materials: Prior to the class, students will receive a time to pick up prepackaged clay and underglaze from the art center - social distancing will
be required. At the end of the course, students will bring their unfired pieces to the art center, where we will fire them with clear glaze. The
course price includes clay, glaze, and firing costs. We will use low-fire clay and underglazes. Tools will be those that students can find at home
such as a sponge, pencil, plastic knife, fork and spoon, a paint brush, and a chopstick.
Class Size and Students: Ten pairs max. Caregivers / babysitters are welcome to take part instead of parents.
Date note: This course previously started a week earlier.
Distance Learning: Please select this payment option for students who will not receive class materials or kiln firing from the art center.
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PROGRAMMER REPORT
Private Swim Lessons
Private Swim Lessons are back! The fall session begins 9/11 and ends 11/13 and will take place at Plymouth Whitemarsh High School Pool.
There is no swim on 9/18 (Township Day), 10/2, and 11/6. The following time slots are available; 8:00am-8:30am, 8:30am-9:00am, 9:30am10:00am, and 10:00am-10:30am.
ABC Come Swim with Me
ABC Come Swim with Me begins 9/11 and end 11/13 and will take place at Plymouth Whitemarsh High School Pool. There is no ABC swim on
9/18 (Township Day), 10/2, and 11/6. The following time slots are available; 9:00am-9:30am and 10:30am-11:00am.
Morning Lap Swim
Morning Lap Swim will take place at Plymouth Whitemarsh High School Pool and run 9/13-10/22 on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 5:45am6:45am. There are currently 7 adults registered and Ethan our part-time staff who is a certified lifeguard will be on duty.
Little Kickers
Little Kickers starts this week. We have a class running on Wednesdays, from 4:00 – 4:30 with 16 enrolled, and we have a Friday AM class
running from 10:00-10:30am with 6 participants enrolled. Our new Recreation Assistant Jake O’Loughlin will be supervising this program.
WES Monday & Wednesday Fun Club
Whitemarsh Elementary School Fun Club is back, and registration is off to a great start for fall 2021! This program is for boys and girls at WES
grades K-3rd. Mondays meet 9/13-12/13 and Wednesdays 9/15-12/15 (No Fun Club 11/24). There are 11 children signed up for Monday and 16
for Wednesday. Reis Wynne and Kelly Cahill will work both days of Fun Club from 3:30pm-5:00pm. We are excited to bring back this afterschool
program!
Messy Masters
Messy Masters Session 1 will take place at the Parks and Recreation Building 9/22-10/13 9:00am-9:45am on Wednesdays. This hands-on,
creative, class is filled with engaging sensory play. Each week will feature a different project.
Kids in Motion
This classic youth program for ages 2-4 will take place Tuesdays outside at the Miles Park Pavilion 9/21-10/12 9:00am-9:45am. This movement
class focuses on motor skill development and socialization through music, dance, and games.
Pilates
The fall session of the Pilates program, with instructor Missy Scheer is back to in person at Koontz Park- Program Room A! Session 1 will run
Wednesdays 9/15-10/20 7:00pm-8:00pm. There are currently 4 adults registered for this class. Session 2 will run on Wednesdays same time
with the following dates: 11/3-12/15 with no class on 11/24.
Functional Bootcamp
The fall in person Session 1 of Functional Bootcamp will take place at Koontz Park in Program Room A on Mondays 7:15pm-8:15pm and run
9/13-10/18. Session 2 will run 11/1-12/13.
Sing-A-Long & Sweat (Virtual)
The fall Session 1 of Sing-A-Long & Sweat (Virtual) program, with instructor Carolyn Witt began August 26th and will run until September 30th.
There are 4 adults in the program which meet via Zoom on Thursdays 7:00pm-8:00pm. Session 2 will run 10/7-11/18 and Session 3 12/2-12/30
Sing-A-Long & Sweat (In Person)
The fall Session 1 of in person SAL&S runs 9/13-10/25 and Session 2 will take place 11/1-12/20. Both sessions take place at Koontz ParkProgram Room A on Mondays 6:00pm-7:00pm. We plan on marketing via emails blasts and social media to increase numbers.
Zumba (Virtual)
The first fall Session 1 of Zumba (Virtual) program, with instructor Carolyn Witt, began August 31st and will end September 28th. There are 6
people signed up for the class that takes place via Zoom on Tuesday nights 7:00pm-8:00pm. Session 2 on 10/5-11/16 and Session 3 on 11/3012/28 both have one person registered.
Chair Yoga
The fall in person Session 1 of Chair Yoga will take place at Koontz Park outside on the courts/virtually on Mondays 11:00am-12:00pm and run
9/13-10/25. There are currently 4 participants working with our yoga instructor Kim Brock. Session 2 will run 11/1-12/13.
Gentle Flow Yoga
The fall in person Session 1 of Gentle Flow Yoga was scheduled to take place at Koontz Park on Mondays 9:30am-10:45pm and run 9/13-10/25.
Session 2 is scheduled for 11/1-12/6.
Gentle Yoga
The fall in person Session 1 of Gentle Yoga was scheduled to take place at Koontz Park on Tuesdays 2:30pm-3:30pm and run 9/14-10/26.
Session 2 is scheduled for 11/2-12/7.
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Cardio & Gentle Ballet Barre
The fall in person Session 1 of Cardio & Gentle Ballet Barre was scheduled to take place at Koontz Park on Wednesdays 10:00AM to 11:15AM
and run 9/15-10/27. Session 2 is scheduled for 11/3-12/8.
Strength/Balance/Stretch
The fall in person Session 1 of Strength/Balance/Stretch is taking place at Koontz Park on Wednesdays 8:45am-9:45am and run 9/15-10/27.
There are currently 9 participants. Session 2 will run 11/3-12/8.
Dance Programs
The Whitemarsh Dancers are offering a total of 20 classes for the highly anticipated fall-winter indoor 2021 season. There are 5 classes offered
Monday-Thursday. Class times range between 30 minutes to 1 hour each and will take place between 5:00pm and 9:00pm. Registration for inperson dance classes for Whitemarsh Residents opened on Tuesday, August 24th at 9:00am and Non-Residents on Tuesday, August 31st
9:00am. Classes begin the second week of September (September 13th) and will run for 11 weeks (11 total classes). We will be following the
Colonial School District updates as far as guidelines for masks and COVID-19 related procedures. Which currently, requires masks for everyone
indoors. In addition, hand sanitizer will be provided, and the dance area sanitized before the next group enters. Temperatures will continue to
be taken. We will continue to not permit parents indoors and it will be drop-off only. Currently 8 out of 20 of the classes have more than the
minimum (3) to run. Registration will continue over the next week and a half. We anticipate holding a dance recital at Plymouth Whitemarsh
High School on Saturday, December 18th at 2:00pm. The rehearsal would be Friday, December 17th at 4:30pm. We look forward to a safe and
fun dance season!
Jump, Jive, & Jam Music Classes
Jump, Jive, and Jam: Music & Rhythmic Play fall Session will take place 9/10-10/15 for 6 classes on Friday’s outdoors at Mile Park 10:00am10:45am. This interactive play and multisensory music class currently has 2 children registered. Marketing emails and social media blasts will be
sent out in hopes of gaining a few more participants. Session 2 is set to take place 10/29-12/10 but indoors at the Parks & Recreation Building.
DeStolfo’s Premier Martial Arts Programming
DeStolfo’s Premier Martial Arts teamed up with Whitemarsh Township Parks & Recreation again for a fall 2021 in person 30-minute karate
classes that are offered Fridays 4:30pm-5:00pm 9/17-10/30. No one is currently registered. The class is designed for boys and girls ages 5-12.
Registration is through Whitemarsh via Community Pass and classes are taught at the Miles Park Pavilion. Participants must register for the
entire course and the cost was $40.00 for Whitemarsh Residents and $48.00 for Non-Residents. We plan to continue to partner with DeStolfo’s
throughout the year!
Theatre Horizon Programming
Theatre Horizon held the second session of camp at Koontz Park 9:00am-3:00pm Monday-Friday, August 9th-August 13th. There was a total of
16 children who attended the camp. Young actors spent a week working to create an original play, full of drama, comedy, suspense, and one-ofa-kind characters. Professional teaching artists guided campers through playwriting basics and fun improvisation games. On the last day, they
performed their world premiere play. The final presentation was recorded and sent to families rather than inviting a live audience, due to
COVID. Theatre Horizon will offer Create a Play in A Day at Koontz Park on Saturday, September 25th 9:00am-3:00pm. This youth event is for
boys and girls ages 7-11 and the fee is $65.00 for Whitemarsh Residents and $90.00 for Non-Residents. Through creative activities and acting
exercises, students will work as a group to create their own mini play full of suspense and surprises! Based on the theme "Lost in Time,"
students will create their own characters, and decide on a setting and plot as a group. They will rehearse their original play and perform it
during the last 15 minutes of the day. They plan to record the final presentation and send it to families rather than inviting a live audience. This
may change as the date approaches pending the COVID-19 precautions necessary at that time. We look forward to offering a spring one-day
play and summer 2022 camps with Theatre Horizon!
Parents Night Out
Parents Night Out is back! Parents can drop off children 5:00pm-10:00pm for a night filled crafts, games, pizza, juice/water, and movies indoors
at the Miles Park Building! The following dates are September 25th, October 30th (Halloween Themed), November 20th, and December 18th. The
fee for residents per child is $25.00 and non-residents $28.00. We look forward to bringing this favorite back! A Facebook event was created,
and we plan to market through social media and email blasts.
Whitemarsh Virtual Recreation Book Club
Whitemarsh Parks and Recreation Virtual Recreation Book Club has been zooming along every month since January! Participants must purchase
or rent the books on their own and then join via Zoom for a virtual forum to discuss everything from characters, plots, favorite scenes, etc.! On
Wednesday, August 25th a group of 7 met to discuss “Migrations” by Charlotte McConaghy. September’s book is “Blackout” by Dhonielle
Clayton and the meeting will take place September 29th at 7:00pm via Zoom. On October 27th the meeting for “The Exiles” by Christina Baker
Kline will take place. The books for November and December will be chosen during the September meeting. This is a great virtual program
option that has been consistent every month!
Chess Classes with Shining Knights Chess
Shining Knights Chess Summer camp occurred from August 16-August 20 outside at Koontz Park. There was a total of 11 registrants, as there
was a flurry of last-minute registrants. The registrants enjoyed receiving instructions from accomplished chess players and were also pumped to
receive their very own tournament chess sets and a Shining Knights Chess shirt! We look forward to continuing our work with Shining Knights
Chess!
Mommy and Me: Princess Day + Super Hero Day
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Mommy and Me: Princess Day and Super Hero Day are scheduled for 9/25 and 10/2 at Cedar Grove Barn from 10:30am to 12pm, with 6
registrants scheduled for both. These princesses and superheroes will work with Mom (or Dad) to complete crafts, listen to storytime and meet
some extremely special Princesses and Superheroes! With all of the excitement around the Princesses and Superheroes over the last year, we
are excited to continue working with them in Summer 2022!
Draw in the Park with Young Rembrandts Camp
Draw in the Park is scheduled to have a few sessions in the Fall Season, which are set to kick off in October and November! Hopefully the afterschool program can take off like the Spring program did. The Elementary Drawing class will have various themes for the children to enjoy
drawing and will have them looking forward to Thursdays each week!
Facebook Events
We continue to utilize Facebook events as they have been instrumental in promoting our events and programs such as, Township Day,
Shredding Day, Teenie Hallowenie, Gingerbread House Party, Clothing Drive, etc. They allow us to update the information if the programs are
postponed or cancelled due to weather and to post updates to the events. Most recently we bought a paid advertising boost from Facebook for
Township Day. The data from Facebook shows engaged interest and lots of shares and likes of the events. We plan to continue to utilize this
option for future events.
Whitemarsh Elementary E-Folders
Emily Moore has continued to coordinate with Beatrice Deangelis from Colonial School District, regarding marketing Whitemarsh Township
Parks & Recreations upcoming programs and events. Most recently, Emily shared information on Township Day and Shredding Day.
Free Event Posting
Emily Moore continues to use the free event websites offered such as Patch.com, More than the Curve, the Chamber of Commerce for Greater
Montgomery County, and MetroKids to promote our events. These sites provide a free and effective marketing tool for the department’s
special events and programs.
Field/Facility Reservations
The Miles Park Pavilion has been a hot commodity and has been reserved for almost every Saturday and Sunday in the summer. Beyond that,
there have been a few athletic field requests, including one throughout July in Big Game Hoops Tournament. In late August when camps are
completed, we are opening up our indoor rentals and there have already been a number of requests for indoor space, including our birthday
party packages.
EXCURSIONS
SPECIAL EVENTS
Summer Movie Series
The summer “Movies in the Parks” Series is completed for 2021. The FREE movies took place on Wednesday evenings at dusk, and we
encouraged the community to bring chairs or a blanket. We appreciated our event supporters Slawek Orthodontics, PECO, Gilmore and
Associates, Militia Hill Security, Kona-Ice, and Holod’s True Value. The series was held on June 23rd at Leeland Park (The Karate Kid), July 21st at
Miles Park (Trolls – World Tour), and August 25th at Miles Park (The Croods – A New Age) – rescheduled due to inclement weather.
The first “Movies in the Park’s Series” kicked off on Wednesday, June 23rd at Leeland Park. The Park started filling with blankets and chairs
around 6:45pm. Sponsor, Kona Ice of King of Prussia joined us at the park and offered delicious frozen treats. In addition, DeStolfos Premier
Martial Arts did an eight-minute presentation which began at 8:00pm and had the audience engaged the entire time! The showing of The
Karate Kid began at 8:45pm and concluded at 11:00pm. There were roughly 100 people in attendance.
Trolls World Tour was the 2nd featured Movie in the Park on Thursday July 22nd. This movie was originally scheduled for Wednesday July 21st but
was postponed due to storms. Emily Moore and Jon Walker ran the movie with Nicole Laudenbach and Nick Devitis. We had approximately 100
attendees for the movie. We had very good weather at 75 degrees upon the movie start at 8:35 PM and it was 68 degrees when the movie
ended around 10:10 pm. Unfortunately, we did not have a food truck on site, due to the reschedule. Glow sticks were sold during the movie,
and Trolls theme music was played during the movie set up. A dance party broke out during the end of the movie, led by Dance Instructor
Ashlyn Licwinko. The final movie of the summer was on August 25th at Miles Park – The Croods – A New Age. It had small attendance with fifty
participants as it was a make-up date for a rain (storm) out regularly scheduled event.
Whitemarsh Township Day
The Parks and Recreation Department is excited and honored to announce to the Board of Supervisors that the 2021 Township Day is scheduled
for Saturday, September 18th from 12pm to 5pm at the Colonial School District – Victory Fields.
We are so excited to be back after our COVID layoff. The Township Day team is striving to provide a happy and safe experience for all event
attendees. With safety as a top priority, I would like to highlight some of our newly implemented safety measures at this year’s event:
•
There will be “Montgomery County recommends Social Distancing and Mask Wearing Outdoors” lawn signs prominently located on
the grounds throughout the area, hand sanitizing stations, and hand washing potable units to assist with the COVID-19 safety
effort.
•
Addition of handwashing stations throughout the event.
•
Addition of hand sanitizer stations throughout the event.
•
More spaced-out seating in seating tents.
•
Social Distance lawn signage reminders.
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•

New vendor layout for better social distancing.

I would like to thank the Board of Supervisors, and Colonial School District as our host and also extend our appreciation to our record-breaking
number of event partners and sponsors:
•
Current partners for the event include: Gilmore and Associates, AE Clothing, Kilkenny Law, PECO, Militia Hill Security, AFC Urgent
Care, Nest Realtors, TD Bank, Shearon Envirnmental, Republic Bank, Davey Tree Experts, Capap Builders, Sunrise Energy, The
Residences of Bala Cynwood, Destolfo’s Martial Arts, General Recreation, GaileyMurray Communications, Jolly Green Giant
Landscaping, Brooke Glen Behavioral Hospital, Rockwell Associates, Conicelli Auto Dealer, Dan Moore Tree Service, Treasure Sign,
Fun Fieldz, Holod’s True Value, Kona Ice, Anthony Party Rentals, Circus Time Amusements, and our host – the Colonial School
District.
Other important bullet points to note include:
•
The team met with CSD officials following the 2019 event to review and again in the summer of 2021 to plan the logistical layout.
The CSD Reps., Police, Public Works, and Emergency Services will meet our team on-site the afternoon prior to the event to review
final staging areas.
•
The department has been in the process of accepting vendor applications. We are on pace with the prior event and have received
some new applications. Currently we have 40 total registered for the event (businesses, crafters, food vendors, non-profit,
religious/political, community-school groups/clubs, and emergency service).
•
Entertainment is booked and includes the following: a magician, 2 clowns (balloons), a DJ, a stilt-walker, 2 Characters (Elsa and Olaf)
and THE PHILADELPHIA EAGLES PEP BAND!
•
Rides are booked and include the following: Superdome, Ferris Wheel, Castle Fun Center, Eurobungy, Extreme Rock Wall,
Meltdown, Vertical Rush, Castle Maze, Boulderdash, Treasure Quest, Amusement Park OC, Axe Boom Blaster, the super popular ZipLine…….and new this year Axe Throwing (Inflatable – Velcro)!
•
Fun Fieldz is a partner this again year and will be doing a mini football combine for the kids and a whiffle ball homerun contest.
•
The Environmental Advisory Board and the Shade Tree Commission will share an environment and nature information filled tent and
even host an educational Tree Planting Demonstration at the McCarthy Park Basin Area during the event.
•
The tents are booked for the event with Anthony Rentals and will be installed on September 16th.
•
Holod’s order has been placed for tables, chairs, and more!
•
We have sent letters requesting donations for the event with area businesses and organizations. Generous contributions and prizes
for the raffle continue to arrive daily at the office. NEW this year……we have an “Apple Watch Raffle” to go along with the
wonderful gift baskets!
•
Games will include: Inflatable Midway (Ring Toss, Tic Tac Toe, Hoop Shot, and Hat Trick) and Carnival Alley (Star Darts, Touchdown
Toss, and Gone Bananas).
•
This year again we will be taking credit cards at the event for wrist bands via mobile credit card processing.
•
Meeting is scheduled with supervisory staff on Wednesday, September 15th.
•
Volunteers are lined up from PWHS Honor Society, Athletic Teams, and C-P-W Rotary Club.
•
Publicity has been ongoing for the event. It includes: Whitemarsh TV, Recreator, Signs (large billboards), Website, Facebook,
Instagram, Eblasts, SMFC sign, CSD newsletter and sign, and Posters.
•
In 2021: Pre-Sale Wristbands (non-refundable) – available now for $20.00 – can be purchased until the day before the event at the
PR Office. The day-of-price will be $25.00 per wristband.
•
A shuttle bus will operate from the 4/5 lot at the PWHS – Victory Fields complex and overflow parking at Whitemarsh Elementary
and Miles Park from 12-5pm.
•
New and exciting this year – the Parks and Recreation Department is working with Whitemarsh Community Ambulance Association,
Emergency Services and the Montgomery County Health Department to offer FREE vaccination shots on-site from 12pm to 3:30pm.
My thanks to Nick Weaver and Rebecca Werner!
Our department wishes to thank the Public Works, Police, and the Fire Marshall, for all their team efforts in planning the logistics of the event
to make it as safe and enjoyable for the residents.
We extend our gratitude to the Board of Supervisors for once again supporting our department and the community with this wonderful annual
event.
Fall Shredding Day
The Annual Fall Shredding Day is scheduled to take place on Saturday, September 25th at the Miles Park Lower Lot. Our volunteer emergency
service organization for the event is the Spring Mill Fire Company. The event is from 8am-12pm or until the trucks are full!
Fall Wells Street Clean-Up Day
On Saturday, October 16th we have our Annual Fall Education/Clean-Up at the Wells Street Open Space from 8am-11am. John Munro, Ecologist
will educate the group on invasives and removal. Staff and volunteers will come together to assist with removing trash and invasive, working
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on the trails, and more. The group will continue to work towards making Wells Street Open Space a wonderful natural area for all of
Whitemarsh Township to enjoy!
Teenie Halloweenie
Come dressed in costume for a spooktacular time!
Tuesday, October 19th 9am-10am OR 10:30am-11:30am
Cedar Grove Park 100 Cedar Grove Road Conshohocken, PA 19428
$5.00 per child ages 2-6
Pre-registration is required and deadline to register is Friday, October 15th
Come dressed in a costume for a spooktacular good time!
Fall “Eat and Enjoy” Senior Social Series
The always popular “Eat and Enjoy” Senior Social Series is scheduled for Thursday, October 21st, Thursday, November 18th, and Wednesday,
December 15th at the Miles Park Building. The events take place from 12pm-2pm, cost is $10.00, and includes lunch and entertainment. Preregistration is required.
Witch’s Hayride
Take a Hayride to visit the Witch of Whitemarsh at Cedar Grove Park. The friendly Witch of Whitemarsh will share some Halloween stories and
candy-corn jokes, before sending you on your way with a special treat! This Hayride is not a haunted hayride and is perfect for younger
children! Children must be accompanied by an adult when riding the hay wagon.
October 26th and 28th – 5:30pm-9pm - Cedar Grove Park - Pre-Registration is Required – 30 Minute Timeslots - $5 per person
2nd Annual “Light-Up Whitemarsh” Holiday Lights Contest
Light Up Whitemarsh would be offered as a free-to-participate holiday lights contest event. Residents of Whitemarsh Township, many of whom
already decorate for the holidays, would be able to enter their home’s outdoor holiday lights display into the contest, to have the chance to be
named one of Whitemarsh Township’s best.
Registration & Participation:
Residents of Whitemarsh Township only, would enter the contest by completing a registration form on CommunityPass, our Department’s webbased registration system. On the registration form, interested participants will be required to provide their home’s address, a point of contact,
and indicate if they consent to their address being listed on the Light Up Whitemarsh tour map, which would be optional.
Entry Requirements & Judging:
Once a resident enters their display into the contest, the only other thing required of them, is to ensure that their displays are turned on during
the specified judgement time, which is still to be determined. A small panel of judges will be assembled to traverse the township, scoring each of
the displays entered to determine the winners. The winning displays will have award signs placed in their yard, letting passerby’s know of their
accomplishment. The individuals that will make up the judging panel, as well as the scoring criteria, are yet to be determined.
Event Tour Map & Winners List:
At the conclusion of the contest, a Light Up Whitemarsh Tour Map, will be made available by the Whitemarsh Township Parks & Recreation
Department. The map will display the locations entered in the contest, including the winning entries, so that other families in and around
Whitemarsh can also enjoy the wonderful, local, displays. The Tour Map will be made available on the Township website, social media pages,
and other relevant publications.
Recommended Event Timeline:
Promotion and Registration for the event: Begin ASAP
Registration Deadline: Wednesday, December 8th
Judging: Dec. 11th or Dec. 12th Evening (dependent on judging panel availability) – 5:30pm-10:00pm
Notify Winners – Place Yard Sign Awards: Monday, December 13th
Make Tour Map Available to Public: Tuesday, December 14th
Gingerbread House Decorating Party
The Gingerbread House Decorating Party is back! During 2020 the event was turned into a contest and virtual winners were chosen. The family
favorite will take place on Sunday, December 12th either 10:00am-12:00pm or 1:00pm-3:00pm. The event will take place in person at the Cedar
Grove Barn- 100 Cedar Grove Road, Conshohocken, PA 19428. The fee per house is $25.00 and pre-registration is required. The deadline to
register is Friday, December 3rd. House come assembled, but due to safety and sanitation purposes, participants are asked to bring their own
decorating materials. Currently, two participants are signed up for the 10:00am timeslot.
MLK, Jr. Clothing Drive 2022
The request for a pick-up date was submitted and approved for Friday, January 21st, 2022, at the Cedar Grove Barn between 10:00am-11:00am.
A flyer has been created and Facebook event as well. This will mark the fifth annual MLK clothing drive fundraiser! Proceeds support
Whitemarsh Township Day 2022 and the Colonial Neighborhood Council. The event is collecting in standard size kitchen trash bags (13-gallon
bags or any drawstring garbage bags): Usable and wearable men's, women's, and children's clothing and shoes, accessories; belts, handbags,
hats, scarves, ties, gloves, etc. (no hangers). The drop off location is at the Cedar Grove Barn- 100 Cedar Grove Road, Conshohocken, PA 19428.
The drop off dates & times are Wednesday, January 12th 8AM-2PM, Thursday, January 13th 8AM-2PM, Friday, January 14th 8AM-2PM,
Saturday, January 15th 8AM-12PM, and Monday, January 17th 8AM-2PM (Martin Luther King Day of Service. If staff are not on site, those can
drop off bags under the overhang. The last drop off date is Thursday, January 20th 8pm. Those who donate can receive tax reduction receipts. If
staff are not on site, they can visit the Koontz Park office for a receipt.
Cornhole Tournament
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The proposed Corn-Hole Tournament is postponed indefinitely with the resignation of Mike Lannutti who was going to coordinate that new
event.
PARKS/FACILITIES-PROJECTS UPDATES
The DVRPC (DCNR) Grant (Phase 1- $10,000) of the $40,000 feasibility study for the Miracle-Nature Trail has been completed. This phase
involved an engineering topographic study and determining trail opportunities given PECO parameters. The Township received PECO approval
to apply once a feasibility study is completed and the plan is formulated. The approval to move forward with a submittal is based on the
concept discussions. The phase 1 report was due in December of 2020 but was submitted to the DVRPC 2020 Quarterly Report (Qtr. 1) and
accepted. The Township received notification that it received a grant for $40,000 from DCNR-C2P2 which will match the funding for the
feasibility study (no Township Match required). The Township received and returned the agreement from DCNR and held the introductory call
in March to initiate process. The Township staff worked with the Township engineer firm to provide the scope and budget for the remainder of
the project to DVRPC and DCNR for approvals to proceed with funding (it was approved this summer 2020). The Township received the initial
funding payment from DCNR in the amount of $20,000 which has been deposited to Finance. The Township submitted an RFP budget waiver
request for the project to save dollars with both entities. Township Staff met with Gilmore Associates to complete the planning for the
remaining DCNR and DVRPC request documents. The Township has executed the DVRPC Grant addendum in the amount of $30,000 (this is the
2nd phase of the $40,000 noted above from DVRPC). Documents have been submitted and approved by the entities. Key Person Interviews are
completed. The six-month progress report for period ending 12-31-20 has been submitted to DCNR and DVRPC. The first Steering Study
Committee meeting was held on Thursday, January 14th at 6pm via Zoom. A project landing page has been created on the Whitemarsh
Township Parks and Recreation Website to provide public information on the project, publicize the public survey with a link, and promote
public workshops. Feel free to direct any community members who may inquire about the project here. The public survey went live the week
of 2/22/21 and ran through 3/19/21. The Township publicized the survey through social media outlets including the e-blasts Whitemarsh
Weekly news and Departmental outreach. It was also placed on the Miles Park Corner Sign. The MNT Landing Page on the Parks and
Recreation Website went live on 2/22/21. A Public Meeting has been scheduled (Zoom) – Presentation and Listening Session - was held on
Thursday, April 15th,2021 at 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm. The next Steering Committee Meeting was held on Thursday, May 20th. The committee
members were updated on the ongoing project tasks and the deliverables completed, thus far. The committee also reviewed and provided their
feedback to the draft concept plan and discussed upcoming public and committee meetings & events for the Miracle-Nature Trail Feasibility
Study project. A Public Walk-Through the Site with Bob Thomas scheduled for Tuesday, July 6th was postponed to July 20th due to inclement
weather (participants must register in advance). The Department submitted a Progress Report #2 to the DVRPS and reimbursement sheet for
the grant committals. The Whitemarsh Township Miracle-Nature Trail Project Team held the “Guided Miracle-Nature Trail Public Walk (OnSite) on Tuesday, July 20th, 2021, at 6pm. Robert Thomas of Campbell & Thomas Architects lead the group on a guided walking tour beginning
at the Hector Street section by Spring Mill Fire Company, the group then met at Cedar Grove Park and moved to Wells Street Nature section
walking towards the Schuylkill River overlook taking in the vast views of the area. Next, the walk headed back across Wells Street and went to
the Miracle section walking to the peak and looking to the horizon at Butler Pike, examining potential community connections and enjoying
several deer prancing playfully in the evening sunset. Robert Thomas was particularly insightful with his trail history, expertise, and
architectural knowledge with some compelling comparisons and stories. The Public Walk was well attended despite the summer heat and
contained lots of good information sharing, feedback, and discussion. A Neighborhood Focus Group Meeting was held on Thursday, August 26th
at 6pm at the Cedar Grove Barn. 46 invitations were sent by mail to adjacent property owners to register for the event. There was a
presentation for attendees including an overview of the project (background, location, goals), site analysis and PECO guidelines, history,
timeline, Summary of Neighbor Concerns – buffering-privacy, alignment, lighting, restrooms, maintenance, existing natural character, and
feedback (Q and A). There were also handouts provided to the participants. The next Steering Committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday,
September 23rd at 6pm via Zoom.
The Veteran’s Monument at Miles Park has been completed and looks great. “Hero’s Ground” Veteran’s monument started work March
15. The formal dedication is scheduled to occur on November 6th, 2021.
The stand-up seesaw at the Miles Park Playground had a manufacturer deficiency and has been removed for safety reasons. It is being replaced
with a new unit by the manufacturer.
Our thanks to the Public Works grounds Crew who has been doing grooming in the parks during the month of August.
The Moyer Fall turf application in the parks is scheduled for Tuesday, September 28th.
The HVAC Unit in the Exercise Room A at the Koontz Park Building is no longer functional due to age. It is being replaced in September.
The wood has been replaced for the front steps at the Whitemarsh Art Center. It looks great!!!
John B. Ward Arborist performed trunk applications to 71 identified trees in Miles Park and along McCarthy Trail for control of the dreaded
Spotted Lanternfly.
The Upper-Level field areas (Softball and Pony baseball) at Miles Park are being aerated and having leaf mulch, seed, and starter fertilizer
application performed by the Public Works Department. The goal is deeper root growth through decompaction of the soil and new growth,
promoting a healthier turf in drought conditions. Out thanks to Gary Hill for his efforts on this endeavor.
The hot water pressure relief valve was replaced in the Greenhouse hot water heater.
The Kubota had a broken toggle switch for the strobe lights fixed.
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The boards in a flat (backless) bench by the playground at Miles Park were fixed.
The Whitemarsh Foundation is replacing-fixing the boardwalk at Dixon Meadow Preserve.
As part of the EAB Stormwater Basin Study within the Township, the McCarthy Park Basin, Miles Park Basin, and Koontz Park Basin have had or
are planned to have environmental improvements including the removal of invasive species.
Township Arborist John Hosbach performed a Tree Review of Miles Park in conjunction with the Shade Tree Commission.
MISCELLANEOUS
Tom Blomstrom attended the MCPC virtual webinar titled “Wissahickon and Cross county Trails Feasibility Studies” on July 29th.
Tom Blomstrom attended the FREE Webinar from the Pennsylvania Chapter of the American Planning Association titled “So You Want to Build a
Trail: Tips for Planning, Design, Funding and Construction” on Wednesday, August 4, 2021.
Tom Blomstrom attended the DVIT FREE Webinar on Health and Wellness titled “Dehydration Nation” on September 22nd.
Emily Moore is registered for two PSU Public Entity Leadership Certificate virtual classes for the fall 2021 season. She will attend Departmental
Leadership on Thursday, September 30th and Public Entity Risk Management on Thursday, October 14th.
Franco Cappabianca is registered for the PRPS Fall On-line Playground Maintenance Class on October 12th.
Respectfully submitted,
Thomas J. Blomstrom
Director of Parks and Recreation
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
To:

Richard Mellor, Township Manager

From:

Thomas Blomstrom, Director of Parks and Recreation

Subject:

Facility Improvements and Projects Updates

Date:

October 11th, 2021

The Parks and Recreation Department is happy to provide the following facility updates during the past several months.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Koontz Park/Building/Greenhouse –
•
The HVAC Unit in the Exercise Room A at the Koontz Park Building is no longer functional due to age. It is being replaced in September.
•
The hot water pressure relief valve was replaced in the Greenhouse hot water heater.
Miles Park – Pavilion/Concession Stand/Fields/Playgrounds/Basketball Courts –
•
The Veteran’s Monument at Miles Park has been completed and looks great. “Hero’s Ground” Veteran’s monument started work March
15. The formal dedication is scheduled to occur on November 6th, 2021.
•
The stand-up seesaw at the Miles Park Playground had a manufacturer deficiency and has been removed for safety reasons. It is being replaced
with a new unit by the manufacturer.
•
John B. Ward Arborist performed trunk applications to 71 identified trees in Miles Park and along McCarthy Trail for control of the dreaded
Spotted Lanternfly.
•
The Upper-Level field areas (Softball and Pony baseball) at Miles Park are being aerated and having leaf mulch, seed, and starter fertilizer
application performed by the Public Works Department. The goal is deeper root growth through decompaction of the soil and new growth,
promoting a healthier turf in drought conditions. Out thanks to Gary Hill for his efforts on this endeavor.
•
The boards in a flat (backless) bench by the playground at Miles Park were fixed.
Whitemarsh Art Center –
•
The wood has been replaced for the front steps at the Whitemarsh Art Center. It looks great!!!
McCarthy Park-Trails •
John B. Ward Arborist performed trunk applications to 71 identified trees in Miles Park and along McCarthy Trail for control of the dreaded
Spotted Lanternfly.
Miracle-Nature Trail (Grant) •
The DVRPC (DCNR) Grant (Phase 1- $10,000) of the $40,000 feasibility study for the Miracle-Nature Trail has been completed. This
phase involved an engineering topographic study and determining trail opportunities given PECO parameters. The Township received PECO
approval to apply once a feasibility study is completed and the plan is formulated. The approval to move forward with a submittal is based on
the concept discussions. The phase 1 report was due in December of 2020 but was submitted to the DVRPC 2020 Quarterly Report (Qtr. 1)
and accepted. The Township received notification that it received a grant for $40,000 from DCNR-C2P2 which will match the funding for the
feasibility study (no Township Match required). The Township received and returned the agreement from DCNR and held the introductory
call in March to initiate process. The Township staff worked with the Township engineer firm to provide the scope and budget for the
remainder of the project to DVRPC and DCNR for approvals to proceed with funding (it was approved this summer 2020). The Township
received the initial funding payment from DCNR in the amount of $20,000 which has been deposited to Finance. The Township submitted an
RFP budget waiver request for the project to save dollars with both entities. Township Staff met with Gilmore Associates to complete the
planning for the remaining DCNR and DVRPC request documents. The Township has executed the DVRPC Grant addendum in the amount
of $30,000 (this is the 2nd phase of the $40,000 noted above from DVRPC). Documents have been submitted and approved by the entities.
Key Person Interviews are completed. The six-month progress report for period ending 12-31-20 has been submitted to DCNR and DVRPC.
The first Steering Study Committee meeting was held on Thursday, January 14th at 6pm via Zoom. A project landing page has been created
on the Whitemarsh Township Parks and Recreation Website to provide public information on the project, publicize the public survey with a
link, and promote public workshops. Feel free to direct any community members who may inquire about the project here. The public survey
went live the week of 2/22/21 and ran through 3/19/21. The Township publicized the survey through social media outlets including the eblasts Whitemarsh Weekly news and Departmental outreach. It was also placed on the Miles Park Corner Sign. The MNT Landing Page on
the Parks and Recreation Website went live on 2/22/21. A Public Meeting has been scheduled (Zoom) – Presentation and Listening Session was held on Thursday, April 15th,2021 at 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm. The next Steering Committee Meeting was held on Thursday, May 20th. The
committee members were updated on the ongoing project tasks and the deliverables completed, thus far. The committee also reviewed and
provided their feedback to the draft concept plan and discussed upcoming public and committee meetings & events for the Miracle-Nature
Trail Feasibility Study project. A Public Walk-Through the Site with Bob Thomas scheduled for Tuesday, July 6th was postponed to July 20th
due to inclement weather (participants must register in advance). The Department submitted a Progress Report #2 to the DVRPS and

Thomas Blomstrom
Director of Parks and Recreation
2391 Harts Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-828-7276 x 2401
Email: Tblomstrom@whitemarshtwp.org

reimbursement sheet for the grant committals. The Whitemarsh Township Miracle-Nature Trail Project Team held the “Guided MiracleNature Trail Public Walk (On-Site) on Tuesday, July 20th, 2021, at 6pm. Robert Thomas of Campbell & Thomas Architects lead the group on a
guided walking tour beginning at the Hector Street section by Spring Mill Fire Company, the group then met at Cedar Grove Park and moved
to Wells Street Nature section walking towards the Schuylkill River overlook taking in the vast views of the area. Next, the walk headed back
across Wells Street and went to the Miracle section walking to the peak and looking to the horizon at Butler Pike, examining potential
community connections and enjoying several deer prancing playfully in the evening sunset. Robert Thomas was particularly insightful with his
trail history, expertise, and architectural knowledge with some compelling comparisons and stories. The Public Walk was well attended despite
the summer heat and contained lots of good information sharing, feedback, and discussion. A Neighborhood Focus Group Meeting was held
on Thursday, August 26th at 6pm at the Cedar Grove Barn. 46 invitations were sent by mail to adjacent property owners to register for the
event. There was a presentation for attendees including an overview of the project (background, location, goals), site analysis and PECO
guidelines, history, timeline, Summary of Neighbor Concerns – buffering-privacy, alignment, lighting, restrooms, maintenance, existing natural
character, and feedback (Q and A). There were also handouts provided to the participants. The next Steering Committee meeting is scheduled
for Thursday, September 23rd at 6pm via Zoom.
Parks/Facilities/Equipment/Vehicles - General –
•
Our thanks to the Public Works grounds Crew who has been doing grooming in the parks during the month of August.
•
The Moyer Fall turf application in the parks is scheduled for Tuesday, September 28th.
•
The Kubota had a broken toggle switch for the strobe lights fixed.
•
The Whitemarsh Foundation is replacing-fixing the boardwalk at Dixon Meadow Preserve.
•
As part of the EAB Stormwater Basin Study within the Township, the McCarthy Park Basin, Miles Park Basin, and Koontz Park Basin have
had or are planned to have environmental improvements including the removal of invasive species. Township Arborist John Hosbach
performed a Tree Review of Miles Park in conjunction with the Shade Tree Commission.

Thomas Blomstrom
Director of Parks and Recreation
2391 Harts Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-828-7276 x 2401
Email: Tblomstrom@whitemarshtwp.org

MEMORANDUM

Whitemarsh Township Police
616 Germantown Pike, Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

TO:

Board of Supervisors

FROM:

Chief Christopher P. Ward

DATE:

October 6, 2021

REF:

3rd Quarter Report for 2021 (July, August, September)

CC:

Rick Mellor, Township Manager

COMPLETED
Administrative:
•

Staffing- The shortage of officers has resulted in some Staffing Issues that are being
handled by making changes to schedules and assignments. COVID related Staffing Issues
were a factor in the 3rd Quarter of 2021.
o As we moved through the 3rd Quarter, the COVID related restrictions on staffing
and scheduling were moved back to a higher level based on the “Delta Variant”
based on CDC Guidelines. Our overall vaccination level assisted us in maintaining
our restrictions at an acceptable level.
o Two of our vaccinated officers did contract COVID, with both being traced to offduty events. Both officers did lose work time, as we followed the CDC Guidelines
for dealing with positive COVID tests. Both officers have returned to work.
o During the 3rd Quarter, less senior patrolman that were re-assigned to other patrol
squads to balance out staffing remained in those assignments. During the 3rd
Quarter, senior specialized officers were called upon to assist and cover Patrol to
maintain minimum staffing and to allow officers to utilize Leave Time (vacation,
personal, compensatory). This included Chief Ward and Lt. Nowak, all Detectives,
all members of Traffic Safety and our Community Policing Sergeant.

•

COVID-19 Vaccinations
o During the 3rd Quarter of 2021 Montgomery County continued to offer COVID
Vaccinations for First Responders. This included all of the police department’s
staff, to include our civilians. Over 80% of our staff is vaccinated.

3rd Quarter Report 2021
October 6, 2021
Chief Ward

o We worked with some of our newer staff to make sure that vaccines were available
to them on a schedule that was conducive to their work schedules.
•

COVID-19 Related Changes to Police Operations
o At this time, the reports of Police personnel in other local jurisdictions being
diagnosed with COVID-19 remains at a low levels, with the majority of those not
related to work activity.
o The following COVID-19 related procedures remain in place:

•



Department wide Memorandum Issued about possible member exposures
and emergency information. (All personnel were polled to make sure that
they had received this information).



Police continue to have limited responses to Medical Calls by agreement
with Whitemarsh Community Ambulance. Officers do respond to “inprogress” injury complaints and any other time requested by the EMS
crews.



Lt. Jeff Nowak remains the COVID-19 Exposure Control Officer for the
Police Department. Lt. Nowak researched the current best practices and a
Memorandum explaining those practices to our membership was issued. A
tracking form was also developed for all employees in the event of an
exposure.

Civil Unrest and Protests Related to the In-Custody Death in Minneapolis
o The third quarter of 2021 saw very little activity with Civil Unrest in the
Whitemarsh Township area. With the exception of the vandalism to the bike path
by Victory Fields, the police were not involved in any documented incidents that
would be considered part of Civil Unrest.
o Chief Ward continues to meet regularly with Supervisor Drossner to discuss any
issues that may arise.

•

School Activities within Whitemarsh Township:
o During the 3rd Quarter of 2021 we visited/ met with every school in the Township to
be aware of their operational status as they prepared to open with in-person learning
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for the 2021-2022 school year. We have been and continue to work with every
school to provide the services necessary for their current and future school plans.

o During the end of August and the month of September we concentrated on School
Zones, School Crossings and School bus safety. The start and end of every school
day has been challenging at all of our schools, as parents are willing to send their
children to school, but many are unwilling to allow them to ride the school bus.
This has led to an increase in vehicular traffic around the schools at the start and the
end of the school day.
o The Police Coalition with Plymouth Whitemarsh High School kicked off this year
with the freshman activity fair that was held at the end of August. Sgt. Mack, Lori
Fair and visiting officers continue to meet with Coalition members during the high
school activity period.
•

Traffic Safety:
o Be advised that almost all Traffic related activities were curtailed in early March of
2020 due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. During the 3rd Quarter of 2021 we have seen
a steady increase in traffic safety enforcement, especially in and around the school
zones. Our TSU officers did concentrate on our school and construction zones
during this time period, especially Whitemarsh Elementary and the Intersection
Improvement Phase at Joshua and Flourtown.
o Selective enforcement and traffic studies for high volume areas have started to
increase as the motoring public has returned to the roadways.
o Our Traffic Unit has continued to work with the Township Engineer and our Codes
and Zoning Departments on a regular basis.

•

Public Relations:
o The 3rd quarter has seen an increase in Public Relations events, including our
participation in Whitemarsh Township Day. Sgt. Mack has returned to our schools
for general public relations and the restart of our in-school programs. The “Delta
Variant” has slowed things down a little, but we are navigating through this
obstacle.
o Chief Ward continues to work with the Board of Supervisors and the Township
Manager on Public Relations as it relates to the civil unrest and questions about
Policing in Whitemarsh Township.
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o At the start of the school year, members of the Police Department were present for
most of the large events held at Plymouth Whitemarsh High School so far. Our
presence was not only for public safety, but also for Public Relations, as we took
the opportunity to interact with Colonial School District students and families
during these important times.
ONGOING
•

Administrative:
o School/Workplace Safety- Sgt. Mack continues to field inquiries about school and
workplace safety presentations and issues. Some of these inquiries are follow-ups
from before the pandemic and others are from folks looking for guidance and
assistance in the “new normal.” I am sure that we will be working with schools and
businesses a lot over the next few months as we try to figure out what the return to
work and school will look like. Some businesses have slowed their return to work,
so some of these presentations will be delayed until 2022.

•

Investigations:
o Fortunately, there are no new major investigations to report at this time.
o The department continues to concentrate on the safety and security of our public
facilities, especially our parks, athletic fields and buildings.
o All members of the department will be concentrating their attention on stopping
these issues, especially those that occur in our public parks.

•

Grants:
o DUI Checkpoints- Whitemarsh Township is participating in the Eastern
Montgomery County DUI Task Force in 2021. This program consists of DUI
checkpoints that were scheduled in Abington, Springfield, Cheltenham, Lower
Moreland, Upper Moreland, Upper Dublin and Whitemarsh Townships during the
spring and summer, with roving patrols scheduled when grant money is available.
At this time, only five fully established checkpoints will be scheduled for the Fall,
but DUI Roving Patrols were scheduled during the 2nd Quarter and will continue
into the 3rd Quarter.
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o 2021 Aggressive Driver and Buckle-Up-PA Grants- These grants continue to be
administered by Sgt. Michael O’Doherty and the Traffic Safety Unit through-out
the year. Officers are deployed on State Highways and adjoining roads and focus
on aggressive (dangerous) drivers and seatbelt violators. This program received
both 3rd and 4th quarter funding.
Community Outreach Programs:
•

Senior Assist Program (SAP) - We continue to offer senior residents assistance with
obtaining additional services. Lt. Nowak, Sgt. Brian Mack and Ken Stout coordinate with
senior residents to make sure they are receiving the services they need. Plans are being
formulated to include “special needs” individuals of all ages into this type of program.
_________________

UPCOMING ___________

_________________

Accreditation:
•

We have started the next Accreditation cycle, as we prepare for our sixth Re-Accreditation
in April of 2023.

Upcoming Events:
•

Preparations for Fall and Winter activities are underway;
o School and business re-opening will be the main focus of our planning.

•

Our Traffic Safety Unit continues to work very closely with the Township Engineers Office
as we hopefully wind down the Intersection Improvement Construction Joshua Road and
Flourtown Road.

•

The Police Department is assisting with the planning for the traffic signal at Flourtown and
Colonial.

•

The Body Worn Camera Program experienced some technology issues that are tied to
supply issues with computer based equipment needed to run the system. This supply issue
is Pandemic based. As we navigate through these issues we have begun to have a few
select officers testing the body cameras and we plan on having all of the body cameras in
service by October 1, 2021.

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mr. Richard L. Mellor, Jr. - Township Manager

FROM:

Krista Heinrich, PE-Township Engineer

DATE:

October 22, 2021

RE:

The Reserve at Creekside Intersection Improvements

PROJECT NUMBER:

2021-01015

The following information is provided to summarize the status of the Reserve at Creekside Intersection
Improvements Projects.
As part of the Reserve at Creekside Development, the Township is required to design and construct
improvements to five intersections within 18 months from the first issuance of a building permit (or as soon
as practicable thereafter) in accordance with the approved traffic study and PennDOT regulations. These
intersections are:
• Joshua Road and Flourtown Road
• Joshua Road and Stenton Avenue
• Flourtown Road, Cricket Road and Stenton Avenue
• Militia Hill Road and Stenton Avenue (North)
• Militia Hill Road and Stenton Avenue (South)
The Township received a Green-Light-Go Grant for the Joshua Road/Stenton Avenue intersection in the
amount of $593,312.00 and a 2019 County Transportation Program (CTP) grant for the Joshua
Road/Flourtown Road intersection in the amount of $199,504.00 which will help offset the cost of
construction. The conditions of the contract documents and the Green-Light-Go Grant required that
construction of work equal to the grant award amount at the intersection of Joshua Road & Stenton Avenue
to be complete by May 15, 2020. The work was completed, invoices were submitted and provided to
PennDOT. Grant reimbursement was approved by PennDOT and issued on 7/13/2020. In total, the
Township was issued $593,312.99 in Green-Light-Go Grant funding
Militia Hill Road and Stenton Avenue (North & South)
The traffic light installation project at the two intersections of Militia Hill Road and Stenton Avenue is
complete and the signals were put into full operation on July 11, 2018.
Stenton Avenue, Flourtown Road & Cricket Road
The Township received the Highway Occupancy Permit for the construction of this intersection on March 30,
2018 and bids were received on April 11, 2018 with James D. Morrissey, Inc. (JDM) as the lowest
responsive bidder at a cost of $2,507,338.90. PECO and Verizon began utility pole relocations the week of
April 9, 2018 and PECO finished the wire relocation to the new poles on July 21, 2018. Relocation of Crown
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Castle’s fiber optic cables, Comcast’s communication facilities and Verizon’s facilities are complete. A
PADEP General Permit was issued in May, 2019. Preconstruction meetings were held on April 23rd, 2019
and May 1st, 2019 in order to reinitiate construction activities. JDM began construction on or about May
13th, 2019. On May 26, 2020, PECO completed relocation of gas mains in the fourth and final phase of the
work, which would allow JDM to finalize their work. PennDOT has approved a modification to the detour
plans to allow a closure of Stenton Avenue between Joshua Road and Flourtown/W. Valley Green starting
August 3rd, 2020. As a result, A Notice to Proceed was issued to JDM on July 22, 2020. A punchlist was
issued November 24, 2020. At the contractor’s request, inspections were performed and a letter
recommending release of payment were issued January 25, 202, and May 17, 2021. A letter providing the
contractor with contract closeout instructions was issued February 5, 2021. Construction is complete, with
inspections having been performed on a daily basis.
Joshua Road & Stenton Avenue
The final submission for this intersection was made to PennDOT on April 23, 2018 with all outstanding
issues resolved along with all the required documents that demonstrate the Township now owns the
required rights-of-way and easements. The Township received the PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit
for construction of these intersection improvements on May 23, 2018. The Department of Public Works
has completed the required tree trimming and removal and PECO, Comcast, and other utilities have
substantially completed utility pole relocations and wire transfers. The Board of Supervisors authorized
bidding of this project June 13, 2019.
Joshua Road & Flourtown Road
The Board of Supervisors Authorized bidding of this project June 13, 2019. The Township received the
PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit for the construction of this intersection on October 18, 2019.
Bid documents were prepared for the construction work for both the Joshua/Stenton and Joshua/Flourtown
intersections. The bids were opened on January 10, 2020 with Highway Materials, Inc. (HMI) as the lowest
responsive bidder at a cost of $4,231,068.00. On January 22, 2020, the Board of Supervisors authorized
the issuance of a Notice of Intent to Award the bid of $4,231,068.00. A written Contractor Responsibility
Determination, Notice of Award and Notice to Proceed were issued February 24, 2020. A preconstruction
meeting was held on February 25, 2020. The project is currently under construction and inspections of the
project continue on a daily basis. Correspondence from the Department of Community and Economic
Development (DCED) was received indicating that the Governor’s calling for the closure of non-lifesustaining businesses does not appear to require the construction to cease. At the contractor’s request,
inspections were performed and a letter recommending partial release of payment were issued August 30,
2021. As of October 26th, HMI has substantially completed the in-road work at Joshua Road and Stenton
Avenue and the intersection is no longer under detour. Construction at the intersection of Joshua and
Flourtown Roads commenced in November, 2020. On or about October 18, 2021, final road resurfacing
was completed, and the intersection was fully reopened, with all detours permanently lifted. Remaining
work includes electrical work, sidewalk construction, tree planting and other final restoration work. It is
anticipated that the project will be complete in Fall of 2021.
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at this office.

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mr. Richard L. Mellor, Jr. - Township Manager

FROM:

Krista Heinrich, PE-Township Engineer

DATE:

October 22, 2021

RE:

Westaway Drive Stormwater Improvements Project

PROJECT NUMBER:

2020-09030

This project, identified in the “Stormwater Task Force Report”, consists of a stormwater collection and
conveyance system along Westaway Drive, from Fields Drive to Germantown Pike. There is currently no
stormwater infrastructure in this area, and this system would help to collect stormwater originating on
Germantown Pike, directed through the ‘Knolls of Whitemarsh’, and from the ‘Whitemarsh Woods’ basin
that currently discharges directly onto Fox Lane. The new system would consist of approximately 2,550
linear feet of stormwater piping, 8 Manholes and 27 Inlets.
Field Survey, base mapping and preparation of construction documents have been completed.
Preparation of bid documents is complete; the bid was advertised and bids were publicly opened on June
8, 2021. A bid evaluation was issued June 9, 2021. The Board authorized issuance of a Notice of Intent to
Award the contract to MECO Constructors, Inc. for the base bid amount of $899,619.00, which was issued
June 14, 2021. A Responsible Contractor determination was issued July 14, 2021. A Notice of Award and
Notice to Proceed were issued on July 15, 2021.
A preconstruction meeting was held on July 20, 2021. Construction is underway, with inspections
occurring on a daily basis. At the contractor’s request, inspections were performed and a letter
recommending release of payment was issued October 20, 2021. It is anticipated that the project will be
completed by End of Year 2021.
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at this office.
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN
2021-2023

Township Building

Township Building Improvements
WTV Upgrades (Franchise Fee Grants)
Sustainable Projects (RF100)
*Township Admin Replacement Windows
Replace Generator Switch
Replace Shingle Roof above Meeting Room

Public Works Facility

Salt Shed Renovation
Central Air with Gas Heat
Salt Brine Equipment
Additional Garage Installation
*Air Conditioning Machine – Fleet

Public Works Equipment

Large Dump Truck
*Pipeline Inspection Camera/Trailer
Leaf Machine (1 per year)
Pickup F-250 4x4 w/Plow (2)
*New Zero Turn Mowers (2)

Cedar Grove Barn

Water Seal Back Wall
Roof Replacement
Cedar Grove Barn Courtyard Wall Repoint
Courtyard Stone, Tables

Miles Park Building (4021 Joshua Road)
Exterior Repair to Wall to Prevent Leaks
Install ADA Bathrooms
*Exterior Stucco Replacement

Koontz Park

*Replace Main Steel Door
Install Backup Generator
*Replace Fire Alarm System

Total BUDGET

2020 Actual

2021

2022

2023

$30,000
$30,000
$30,000
$60,000
$40,000
$40,000

$10,000

$10,000
$30,000
$10,000
$20,000
$40,000

$10,000

$10,000

$10,000
$20,000

$10,000
$20,000

$25,000
$15,000
$25,000
$18,000
$10,000

$13,800

$290,000
$40,000
$186,000
$78,000
$11,000

$20,500

$15,000
$25,000
$18,000
$10,000

$39,764
$29,996

$10,000
$50,000
$15,000
$10,000

$10,000
$30,000
$40,000

$40,000
$60,000
$39,000
$11,000

$148,000

$142,000

$62,000

$64,000
$39,000

$10,000
$50,000
$15,000
$10,000

$7,744

$10,000
$30,000
$40,000

$13,000
$15,500
$12,500

$13,000
$15,500
$12,500

Parks and Park Equipment

Miles Park Field/Stormwater Improvement
DCNR Grant Match – ADA Pathways
Koontz Park – Playground Resurfacing
*Miles Park – Basketball Court Resurfacing
*Replace park structures

$136,000
$10,000
$180,000
$60,000
Total BUDGET

$136,488
$10,000
$15,000
2020 Actual

$180,000
$20,000
2021

$20,000
2022

$20,000
2023

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN
2021-2023
Township Building

Township Building Improvements
WTV Upgrades (Franchise Fee Grants)
Sustainable Projects (RF100)
*Township Admin Replacement Windows
Replace Generator Switch
Replace Shingle Roof above Meeting Room

Public Works Facility

Salt Shed Renovation
Central Air with Gas Heat
Salt Brine Equipment
Additional Garage Installation
*Air Conditioning Machine – Fleet

Public Works Equipment

Large Dump Truck
*Pipeline Inspection Camera/Trailer
Leaf Machine (1 per year)
Pickup F-250 4x4 w/Plow (2)
*New Zero Turn Mowers (2)

Cedar Grove Barn

Water Seal Back Wall
Roof Replacement
Cedar Grove Barn Courtyard Wall Repoint
Courtyard Stone, Tables

Miles Park Building (4021 Joshua Road)
Exterior Repair to Wall to Prevent Leaks
Install ADA Bathrooms
*Exterior Stucco Replacement

Koontz Park

*Replace Main Steel Door
Install Backup Generator
*Replace Fire Alarm System

Total BUDGET

2020 Actual

2021

2022

2023

$30,000
$30,000
$30,000
$60,000
$40,000
$40,000

$10,000

$10,000
$30,000
$10,000
$20,000
$40,000

$10,000

$10,000

$10,000
$20,000

$10,000
$20,000

$25,000
$15,000
$25,000
$18,000
$10,000

$13,800

$290,000
$40,000
$186,000
$78,000
$11,000

$20,500

$15,000
$25,000
$18,000
$10,000

$39,764
$29,996

$10,000
$50,000
$15,000
$10,000

$10,000
$30,000
$40,000

$40,000
$60,000
$39,000
$11,000

$148,000

$142,000

$62,000

$64,000
$39,000

$10,000
$50,000
$15,000
$10,000

$7,744

$10,000
$30,000
$40,000

$13,000
$15,500
$12,500

$13,000
$15,500
$12,500

Parks and Park Equipment

Miles Park Field/Stormwater Improvement
DCNR Grant Match – ADA Pathways
Koontz Park – Playground Resurfacing
*Miles Park – Basketball Court Resurfacing
*Replace park structures

Parks and Park Equipment (con’t)
Wells St. Open Space Parking Lot

$136,000
$10,000
$180,000
$60,000
Total BUDGET

$64,000

$136,488
$10,000
$15,000
2020 Actual

$180,000
$20,000
2021
$64,000

$20,000
2022

$20,000
2023

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN
2021-2023

Township Building

Township Building Improvements

Total BUDGET

2020 Actual

2021

2022

2023

$30,000

$10,000

$10,000

$10,000

$10,000

Capital Improvement Plan Notes
•

Departments have provided descriptions of the capital requests as needed which are attached.

•
The rainy day fund represents approximately 16% ($3,206,624) of our general fund budget which is well over
the best practice standard percentage.
•
The 2020 work budget was set to transfer $687,160 to the Capital Reserve Fund. However, we are proposing
to transfer $500,000 with the remainder used to help balance the 2021 budget. At this time no the Capital Reserve
Fund transfer is projected for 2021. That said, if we have additional positive variances in revenues and expenditures
in 2020 we could see funds be considered for the Capital Reserve Fund in 2021.
•
New items with an asterisk (*) are new to the capital plan. Each Department Head provided a description in
the budget memo explaining the need for the item.
•
Items listed under as infrastructure projects will be applied to the 2014 bank loan and 2018 bond issue. They
majority of these costs are associated with the intersection improvements in conjunction with the Creekside
development.
•
Equipment Reserve – we continue the practice of transferring unused expenditures in the Public Works
General Fund account, capital outlay (01430 500742) to purchase a vehicles and equipment.

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
To:

Rick Mellor, Township Manager

From:

Thomas Blomstrom, Director of Parks and Recreation

Subject:

Miracle-Nature Trail Feasibility Study Update

Date:

October 26, 2021

This memorandum outlines the Miracle-Nature Trail Feasibility Study developments over the past several months. The
Project Team is very excited as we are preparing the Final Draft Report for the next steps in the process. Below you will
find the chronological order and description of recent events and timeline moving forward:
• Steering Committee Meeting #2 - Thursday, May 20, 2021
The Miracle-Nature Trail Steering Committee held their second meeting, virtually, on Thursday, May 20th, 2021.
The committee members were updated on the ongoing project tasks and the deliverables completed, thus far. The
committee also reviewed and provided their feedback to the draft concept plan, and discussed upcoming public
and committee meetings & events for the Miracle-Nature Trail Feasibility Study project.
•

Guided Miracle-Nature Trail Public Walk (On-Site) - Wednesday, July 21, 2021 from 6:00pm - 7:30pm
The Whitemarsh Township Miracle-Nature Trail Project Team held the “Guided Miracle-Nature Trail Public Walk
(On-Site) on Tuesday, July 20th, 2021 at 6pm. Robert Thomas of Campbell & Thomas Architects led the group on
a guided walking tour beginning at the Hector Street section by Spring Mill Fire Company, the group then met at
Cedar Grove Park and moved to Wells Street Nature section walking towards the Schuylkill River overlook taking
in the vast views of the area. Next, the walk headed back across Wells Street and went to the Miracle section
walking to the peak and looking to the horizon at Butler Pike, examining potential community connections and
enjoying several deer prancing playfully in the evening sunset. Robert Thomas was particularly insightful with his
trail history, expertise, and architectural knowledge with some compelling comparisons and stories. The Public
Walk was well attended despite the summer heat and contained lots of good information sharing, feedback, and
discussion. Attendees received a water bottle, and a handout which is attached below that included a Project
Summary.

•

Miracle-Nature Trail - Neighbor's Focus Group Meeting - Thursday, August 26, 2021 from 6:00pm 7:30pm at the Cedar Grove Barn in Cedar Grove Park
The Whitemarsh Township Miracle-Nature Trail Project Team invited adjacent property neighbors of the PECO
utility corridor (proposed location of the Miracle-Nature Trail), for a “Neighbor’s Focus Group Meeting”. The
“Neighbor’s Focus Group Meeting” of the proposed Miracle-Nature Trail was held on Thursday, August 26th,
2021 from 6-7:30 PM at the Cedar Grove Barn in Cedar Grove Park (100 Cedar Grove Road, Conshohocken, PA,
19428). 46 invitations were sent by mail to adjacent property owners to register for the event. There was a
presentation for attendees including a Project Overview (Background, Location, Goals), Site Analysis and PECO
Guidelines, History, Timeline, Summary of Neighbor Concerns – Buffering-Privacy, Alignment-Location, Lighting,
Restrooms-Comfort Stations, Maintenance, Existing Natural Character (Nature and Animals), and Feedback (Q
and A). There were also handouts provided to the participants.

•

Steering Committee Meeting #3 - Thursday, September 23, 2021
The Miracle-Nature Trail Steering Committee held their third meeting, virtually, on Thursday, September 23rd,
2021. The committee members were welcomed and reviewed the updated draft concept sketch based on feedback
to date from the public outreach. The committee also were updated and reviewed the Public Walk with Bob
Thomas and Neighbor’s Focus Group meetings. There was also a review and discussion of the upcoming timeline
for the Feasibility Study through the end of the year which is being finalized.
Thomas Blomstrom
Director of Parks and Recreation
2391 Harts Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-828-7276 x 2401
Email: Tblomstrom@whitemarshtwp.org

•

Final Virtual Public Presentation & Listening Session - Thursday, October 21, 2021 from 6:00pm - 7:30pm
The Virtual Public Presentation & Listening Session was completed on Thursday, October 21, 2021. Thank you to
everyone who participated and provided important feedback for the Miracle-Nature Trail project feasibility study.
The Agenda, PowerPoint Presentation, and Meeting Notes from the session have been made available on the
Township Website – MNT Landing Page.
Feedback included the following updates below.
Neighbors’/Community Feedback:
• Alignment • Buffering • Lighting • Security • Preserving the Natural Character of the Site
Environmental Considerations:
• Trail surface aggregate (TSA) trail material is recommended, wherever feasible, to reduce impervious surfaces
while meeting ADA accessibility standards. • The recommended trail alignment aims to minimize disturbance to
existing unmown meadow and brush areas on the site. • Specific Stormwater Management Best Practices that
increase infiltration and minimize site disturbance will be recommended wherever feasible. • Only native plants are
recommended for revegetation and landscaping on the site. • An invasive species management and removal plan is
recommended for the site’s long-term maintenance

•

Project Timeline and Next Steps
• DCNR & DVRPC Grants
• Coordination with Engineering, Survey, & PECO
• Stakeholder Interviews
• Formation & Initial Meeting with Steering Committee
• Site Analysis Plan
• Creation of Informational Landing Page on Township Website
• Public Survey
• Virtual Public Presentation and Listening Session
• Draft Conceptual Sketch • Steering Committee Meeting #2
• Guided Public Walk
• Neighbors’ Focus Group
• Revisions & Preparation of Alternative Conceptual Sketches
• Steering Committee Meeting #3
• Final Public Presentation and Listening Session
• Preparation of Draft Report
• Final Review, Comment, and Recommendation by Steering Committee (11-18-21)
• Preparation of Final Draft Report
• Presentation to the Parks & Recreation Board for Review, Comment, and Recommendation (First
Quarter of 2022)
• Presentation to the Board of Supervisors for Review, Comment, and Adoption (2022 – TBD)
• Information Updates: Information Updates can be found on the project landing page within the Township
website: https://www.whitemarshtwp.org/564/Miracle-Nature-Trail-Updates-Information

