BOARD of SUPERVISORS

616 GERMANTOWN PIKE – LAFAYETTE HILL, PA 19444-1821
TEL: 610-825-3535
FAX: 610-825-9416
www.whitemarshtwp.org

Laura Boyle Nester– Chair
Fran McCusker– Vice Chair
Vincent Manuele
Jacy Toll
Patrice Turenne
____________
Richard L. Mellor, Jr.
Township Manager

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
DEPARTMENTAL WORKSHOP MEETING OF FEBRUARY 3, 2022 AT 6:00 PM

The Whitemarsh Township Board of Supervisors will hold their quarterly Departmental Workshop meeting on
Thursday, February 3, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. Due to the COVID 19 health pandemic, this meeting will be available both in
person at the Township Building and virtual via Zoom. Below you will find instructions on how to access and
participate in the Zoom meeting:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Meeting Date: Thursday, February 3, 2022
Meeting Time: 6:00 PM
Meeting URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87192975356
Meeting via Zoom App: if you have the Zoom App on your smartphone, tablet, or computer, open the program, click
join a meeting, and enter the Meeting ID: 871 9297 5356
Meeting dial in number (no video): 1-646-558-8656
Meeting ID number (to be entered when prompted): 871 9297 5356

Public comment can be submitted by email to Township Manager Rick Mellor, rmellor@whitemarshtwp.org, via the
Zoom chat button or in-person during the meeting. In all cases you will need to provide your name and address for
the public record.
Persons with a disability who wish to participate in the public hearing and require an auxiliary aid, service or other
accommodation to participate in the hearing should contact Whitemarsh Township at 484-594-2601.

“A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE AND WORK”

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
DEPARTMENTAL WORKSHOP MEETING OF FEBRUARY 3, 2022 6:00 PM
BOYLE-NESTER ____ MANUELE ____ McCUSKER ____TOLL ____ TURENNE_____

1. Departmental Reports
•

4th Quarter Reports provided by each Department

2. Environmental Initiatives
•
•

Review Environmental Projects
Report provided by Assistant Manager Sean Halbom
Trash/Recycling Collection

3. Capital Projects
•

2022-2024 Capital Improvement Plan
o Infrastructure Project Update
Report provided by Township Engineer Krista Heinrich

4. New Business
•
•
•

Miracle Natural Trail Feasibility Study
Report provided by Supervisor Boyle-Nester
Spring Mill Area Feasibility Study
Report provided by Supervisor Toll
Zoning Committee Update
Report provided by Supervisor Manuele

5. Revised Agenda Item
•

Discuss Supporting Resolution
Urging State Lawmakers to enact stronger protections against gun violence

6. Executive

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP

TO:

Richard L. Mellor, Jr., Township Manager

FROM:

Sean Halbom, Asst. Township Manager

RE:

4th Quarter 2021 Report – Administration

Website, Social Media, and Communications.
The Township website contract was discussed at the September and November Media and Communication
Board Meetings. MCAB agrees the decision to move website platforms is very impactful to Township
communication efforts and requires diligent thought. Since contacting CivicPlus regarding our potential
departure, their customer service has noticeably improved. MCAB recommends extending the contract with
CivicPlus while we work to familiarize staff with the challenging aspects of the CivicPlus platform, test
customer service, and determine if a new vendor is necessary and beneficial.
Social Media:
Facebook continues to serve as our primary medium on social media. The Township puts about one to two
messages per day on the platform, and frequently shares announcements from Whitemarsh PD, Whitemarsh
EAB, or the Fire Departments. The steady flow of content, information-related posts, and links to our
website appears to be improving communication efforts by concisely sharing a topic and providing an easy
option to click for greater detail.
The Township’s YouTube page has grown to 39 subscribers. The site also serves to live broadcast Board of
Supervisors Meetings, which we have learned tend to lag behind real time by about 10-15 seconds. However,
YouTube also provides a closed captioning service which is helpful to the hearing impaired. Our YouTube
page also serves as a no-cost holding place for all video content linked on our webpage, social media, and
weekly newsletters.
Whitemarsh Weekly:
At year’s end in 2021 we were reaching 3,005 email addresses per mailing. The annual average opening rate
was 45% and the Click rate – where a resident would follow a hyperlink in the email – was 4%.
Unsurprisingly, the most opened news articles related to weather-related emergencies that caused severe
damage in the area. Anecdotally, I have received numerous messages from residents thanking the Township
for the updates. We have also incorporated several suggestions and requests for information made by
residents over the past year.
Whitemarsh Living:
The Fall 2021 edition was the first publication following the departure of a key staff member. Rob in WTV
did an outstanding job learning the programs to assemble the numerous submissions made by dozens of
Boards, Commissions, departments, and organizations who advertised in the magazine. As has become
customary, we are publishing a digital copy on the Township website and offering an “Opt-Out” for the

printed copy for those who prefer. The next edition of Whitemarsh Living will be the Spring 2022 edition,
expected to reach residents around mid to late April.
Whitemarsh TV
Our WTV staff person had an additional day added to their part-time weekly schedule. This will help assist
with the new role absorbed following the departure of a key staff member who assisted with the Whitemarsh
Living publication. The increased hours will also allow us to keep pace with development of new content.
Most recently, WTV has worked with Public Works and the Fire Marshal’s Office to prepare several
messages related to the fall and winter seasons.
Meeting Room Upgrades
The upgrades scheduled for installation include improvements to our audio system (standard definition to
high-definition, aka hi-def). Upgrades to our video cameras from standard definition to hi-def. Use of wireless
technology, upgraded microphones, and installation of two large flat screen TV’s in place of the projector.
Perhaps most importantly, the newer technology will afford the Township an opportunity to host “hybrid
meetings” through programs like Zoom. This will allow residents who wish to participate in meetings from a
home an opportunity to do so.
Boards and Committees:
Media and Communications Advisory Board
Looking back on 2021, MCAB has made strong headway in terms of collaboration with other Boards and
Commissions. Chair Hurley has worked closely with the EAB and Shade Tree Commission on several
community projects and the advertising efforts behind them. Likewise, the MCAB has offered great feedback
on our numerous publications and mediums which have been constantly evolving. I am looking forward to
their role in our website research and attendance at Township Day in 2022.
Environmental Advisory Board
As always, EAB is staying busy with several projects. New in 2021 is the Green Recognition Program which
seeks to recognize local businesses and organizations that take steps toward sustainability. There are no strict
requirements which leaves the award open to a vast array of projects. Awards are decided by the EAB, and
the application and details are being added to the website in early 2022.
EAB Chair Deb Shreero has been actively meeting with surrounding community EAB and EAC Chairs.
During these meetings, they have discussed regional issues and potential collaboration. One are that EAB is
actively researching are ordinances restricting the use of single-use plastic bags.
EAB and the Green Spaces Working Group are exploring projects for the spring and summer seasons. Vine
removal, rain gardens, and pollinator gardens are topics the EAB would like to address. The Education
Working Group will also work to align their social media education campaign around these focused topics.
Finally, EAB will be working with MCAB and STC to combine forces on specific community volunteer
projects.
Shade Tree Commission

The Shade Tree Commission had a very impactful year. The first Tree Giveaway event resulted in the planting
of 110 trees! Combined with other community projects, 189 total trees were planted or given away to
residents to plant at their homes. The program is being discussed for reintroduction in 2022 with some
changes based upon lessons learned from 2021. Those include giving away smaller, potted trees. This will
allow us to give the trees away in the Spring, Summer, or Fall for planting, as opposed to the bare root trees
which must wait for fall to be removed, and then planted soon after. The use of potted trees will also avoid
the need to delivery the larger bare root trees to residents.
Shade Tree Commission has also been working throughout 2021 to update the Chapter 55 ordinance. The
update committee consisted of Shade Tree Commission Chair Steve Ziegler and then Commission member
Patrice Turenne, Board of Supervisors Liaison Jacy Toll, Township residents Steve Kaufman and Tam
Paulits, Assistant Township Manager Sean Halbom, and the Township Arborist, John Hosbach.
In Summary
I am very pleased to see the many topics above intermingle in such impactful ways. While this year has been a
reminder of the challenges that a community can face, the Boards and Commissions mentioned above have
made great efforts to address those many challenges. Improved communication efforts have certainly
benefited these efforts and help showcase the work to residents as well as inform them of ways they can
participate in achieving solutions. Likewise, the relationships building between our volunteers, advisory board
members, and staff have all augmented the great work that transpired in 2021. I look forward to this great
work and momentum continuing in 2022.
Respectfully submitted,
Sean Halbom

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mr. Richard L. Mellor, Jr. - Township Manager

FROM:

Krista Heinrich, PE-Township Engineer

DATE:

January 26, 2021

RE:

Engineering Report for the period of
October 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021

PROJECT NUMBER:

2021-01015

The following information is provided to summarize the status of all projects currently being worked on by
the Township Engineer’s office.

Earth Disturbance Permits

1.

4066 Butler Pike (#2018-19)
The applicant submitted plans showing an addition to an existing office building. The project is
currently under construction and inspections of the project continue on a regular basis.

2.

182 Barren Hill Road (2021-04)
The applicant is proposing to demolish and reconstruct a residential dwelling. The plans were
reviewed, and a review letter was issued March 22, 2021 which required the applicant to revise and
resubmit the plans. Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued
October 12, 2021.

3.

801 Bethlehem Pike (2021-09)
The applicant submitted plans proposing the construction of a new residential structure. The plans
were reviewed, and comments issued May 1, 2021, June 21, 2021, and August 31, 2021 which
require the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. Revised plans were submitted, and an Earth
Disturbance Permit was issued November 18, 2021.

4.

Montgomery County Trail (2021-11)
Montgomery County submitted plans for a proposed trail from Butler Pike to the Wissahickon Green
Ribbon Trail. The plans were reviewed, and comments issued May 14, 2021 which require the
applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.
65 East Butler Avenue│Suite 100│New Britain, PA 18901│Phone: 215-345-4330│Fax: 215-345-8606
Gilmore & Associates, Inc.
Building on a Foundation of Excellence
www.gilmore-assoc.com
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5.

7014 Redcoat Drive (2021-16)
The applicant submitted plans for an in-ground swimming pool. The plans were reviewed, and
comments issued June 7, 2021 which require the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.
Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued October 21, 2021.

6.

4112 Fields Drive (2021-19)
The applicant is proposing to construct a secondary driveway access. The plans were reviewed, and
no engineering issues were identified; however, a zoning variance was required before an earth
disturbance permit could be issued. Revised plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit
was issued October 21, 2021.

7.

6007 West Valley Green Road (2021-21)
Montgomery County is proposing the construction of a floodwall at a residential property, which was
required as a result of Hydrologic & Hydraulic Studies required by FEMA to evaluate potential impact
of the “Cross County trail” (Permit #2021-11). The plans were reviewed, and comments issued July
31, 2021 which required the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. Revised plans were
submitted, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued September 21, 2021. Construction is
underway, with inspections being performed on an as needed basis.

8. 104 Chinaberry Drive (2021-22)
The applicant submitted plans for an in-ground swimming pool. The plans were reviewed, and review
letters were issued August 14, 2021, and September 10, 2021. Revised plans were submitted, and
an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued January 13, 2022.
9. 2319 Holly Lane (2021-24)
The applicant submitted plans for a swimming pool, which were reviewed, and comments issued
September 13, 2021. Revised plans were submitted, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued
January 6, 2022.
10. 800 Ridge Pike (2021-25)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed gate house at The Union League at Liberty Hill.
The plans were reviewed, and a review letter was issued September 13, 2021. Revised plans were
submitted, which were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued November 4, 2021.
11. 341 Stenton Avenue (2021-26)
The applicant submitted plans for a residential driveway expansion, which were reviewed, and an
Earth Disturbance Permit was issued October 12, 2021.
12. 1 Wingate Court (2021-27)
The applicant submitted plans for residential addition, swimming pool, and patios. The plans were
reviewed, and comments issued October 11, 2021. Revised plans were submitted, which were
reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued January 13, 2022.
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13. 6011 Sheaff Lane (2021-28)
The applicant submitted plans for stormwater conveyance piping at a residential property. The plans
were reviewed, and comments issued October 27, 2021. Revised plans were submitted, and all
engineering issues appear to have been resolved. Prior to issuance of a permit, the applicant must
obtain a zoning variance.
14. 7 Stenton Avenue (2021-29)
The applicant submitted plans for a swimming pool. The plans were reviewed, and an Earth
Disturbance Permit was issued November 18, 2021.
15. 117 Ridge Pike (2021-30)
The applicant submitted plans Electrical Trench Excavation at the WFIL AM 560 Radio Tower Site.
The plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued October 28, 2021.
16. 15 E. Ridge Pike (2021-31)
The applicant submitted plans for a patio and associated site improvements at First Trust Bank. The
plans were reviewed, and an Earth Disturbance Permit was issued December 2, 2021.
17. 340 Morris Road (2021-32)
The applicant submitted plans for a building addition and associated site improvements at
Germantown Academy. The plans were reviewed, and comments issued November 22, 2021.
Revised plans were submitted, which are currently under review.
18. 7258 Beech Road (2021-33)
The applicant submitted plans for a swimming pool. The plans were reviewed, and comments issued
November 29, 2021.
19. 225 E. Fourteenth Avenue (2021-34)
The applicant submitted plans for a residential building addition and associated site improvements.
The plans were reviewed, and comments issued December 1, 2021. Revised plans were submitted,
which are currently under review.
20. 907 Hagys Mill Road (2021-35)
The applicant submitted plans for a swimming pool. The plans were reviewed, and comments issued
December 20, 2021.
21. 6025 Cannon Hill Road (2021-36)
The applicant submitted plans for a swimming pool. The plans were reviewed, and comments issued
January 5, 2022.
22. 4061 First Avenue (2022-01)
The applicant submitted plans for an attached residential garage addition. The plans were reviewed,
and comments issued January 19, 2022.
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23. 3036 Joshua Road (2022-02)
The applicant submitted plans for stormwater conveyance piping at a residential property, which are
currently under review.
24. 208 Flourtown Road (2022-03)
The applicant submitted plans for a swimming pool, which are currently under review.

Land Development Projects
1.

The Oaks at Lafayette Hill (S/LD #06-04)
The applicant is constructing 159 attached dwelling units and associated site improvements. The
project is currently under construction and inspections of the project continue on a regular basis.

2.

The Hill at Whitemarsh Ph 2 (S/LD #03-13)
The applicant is constructing 54 multi-family independent living units in 5 separate buildings, a
clubhouse, outdoor pool, a 15,000 square foot addition to the main health care building and
associated site improvements. The project is currently under construction and inspections of the
continue on a daily basis.

3.

Creekside Commons
Construction of a 223-unit Townhome community is underway with inspections conducted on a daily
basis. At the developer’s request, inspections were performed and a letter recommending partial
release of financial security was issued October 5, 2021.

4.

901 Washington Street (S/LD #05-14)
The applicant is proposing to construct 62 townhomes in the Riverfront District. Revised plans have
been submitted, and a review letter was issued October 18, 2021 which requires the applicant to
revise and resubmit the plans.

5.

The Knolls at Whitemarsh (S/LD #06-15)
The applicant is proposing 4 single-family detached residences in the A Residential District and 9
townhomes in the VC-1 Village Commercial District, including associated site improvements. At the
contractor’s request, inspections were performed and a letter recommending partial release of
payment was issued January 4, 2022, . The project is currently under construction and inspections
continue on a daily basis.
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6.

Villages at Whitemarsh (S/LD #11-15)
The applicant had proposed the construction of Townhouses in the Village Commercial District at a
site known as the ‘Corson Estate’. Plans were reviewed, and review letters issued July 26, 2019 and
October 30, 2019 which required the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. It is our
understanding that the applicant has formally withdrawn this preliminary subdivision and land
development application.

7.

Whitemarsh Shopping Center (S/LD #04-16)
The applicant proposed the addition of an 8,975 square foot building, reconfigured parking and
improvements to the Ridge Pike access at the Whitemarsh Shopping Center. At the developer’s
request, inspections were performed and a letter recommending partial release of financial security
was issued July 22, 2021. The project is substantially complete, and inspections of the project
continue on a daily basis. A punch list was issued July 22, 2021.

8.

633 Germantown Pike (S/LD #06-17)
The applicant proposed to demolish a gas station/auto repair building and construct a two-story
office building with a building footprint of 3,163± square feet, along with required associated parking.
At the developer’s request, inspections were performed and letters recommending partial release of
financial security were issued January 13, 2021. The project is currently under construction and
inspections of the project continue on a regular basis.

9.

252 Roberts Avenue (S/LD #05-18)
The applicant originally proposed the renovation of the existing Lincoln Fire Company facility to an
attached 5-unit residential building; however, the plans were revised to develop the site to consist of
2-single family homes. A preconstruction meeting was held on February 4, 2020. At the
developer’s request, inspections were performed and letters recommending partial release of
financial security were issued May 18, 2020 and December 28, 2020. The project is substantially
complete with inspections having been performed on a regular basis.

10. 432 PA Avenue (S/LD #07-18)
The applicant has submitted plans showing a proposed Starbucks and associated improvements
adjacent to the Holiday Inn. The plans were reviewed, and review letters issued October 23, 2020
and January 25, 2021 which required the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. The engineer’s
estimate of probable cost was reviewed and a letter establishing the amount of financial security to
be escrowed was issued January 22, 2021. A preconstruction meeting was held January 14, 2021.
A letter authorizing the production of mylars was issued January 29, 2021. At the developer’s
request, inspections were performed and a letter recommending partial release of financial security
was issued June 30, 2021 and November 19, 2021. The project is currently under construction and
inspections of the project continue on a daily basis.
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11. Longfield Farms (S/LD #02-19)
The applicant is proposing a 58-unit townhome development in the Village Commercial District, at
the intersection of Butler and Skippack Pikes. A Sketch plan was submitted, and a review letter
issued March 29, 2019. Revised plans were submitted in June 2019, which were subsequently
withdrawn. Revised plans were resubmitted, and review letters were issued June 16, 2020 and May
6, 2021 which require the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. Revised plans have been
submitted, which are currently under review.
12.

4013 Crescent Avenue (S/LD #01-20)
The applicant is proposing a minor lot line adjustment to transfer yard area between 2 single family
detached residential lots. The plans were reviewed, and review letters issued June 29, 2020 and
November 23, 2020 which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.

13.

Flourtown Shopping Center (S/LD #02-20)
The applicant proposed a new bank), including modifications to parking areas and drive aisles and
other associated improvements. The proposed improvements straddle the Township Line, and are
partially located in Springfield Township. Plans were submitted and a review letter was issued April
22, 2021 and December 30, 2021.

14.

608 Germantown Pike (S/LD #03-20)
The applicant is proposing to convert an existing structure in the Village Commercial District to a 7Unit Apartment Building, including a building addition, modifications to parking areas and drive aisles
and other associated improvements. Sketch Plans have been reviewed, and letter issued June 18,
2020 which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.

15.

27 E. Germantown Pike (S/LD #01-21)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed addition to an existing commercial building
driveway/parking area reconfiguration in the Village Commercial District. Plans have been reviewed,
and a review letter was issued May 7, 2021 which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit the
plans.

16.

561 Spring Mill Avenue (S/LD #02-21)
The applicant submitted plans showing 19-Unit Townhome Development and associated site
improvements, which are currently under review. Plans have been reviewed, and review letters were
issued June 1, 2021 and September 23, 2021 which require the applicant to revise and resubmit the
plans.

17.

7001 Sheaff Lane (S/LD #03-21)
The applicant submitted plans showing a proposed subdivision of “The Highlands” property. Plans
have been reviewed, and letters issued August 4, 2021, October 27, 2021 and November 17, 2021.
which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans. It is our understanding the plans have
been recorded.
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18.

3 Evergreen Place (S/LD #04-21)
The applicant is proposing a minor lot line adjustment to transfer yard area between 2 single family
detached residential lots. Plans have been reviewed, and a letter issued August 2, 2021 and
December 6, 2021. It is our understanding the plans have been recorded.

19.

354 Roberts Avenue (S/LD #05-21)
The applicant submitted plans proposing two new detached residential homes, which are currently
under review. The plans were reviewed, identifying a required zoning variance. It is our
understanding that the required variance was not granted by the Zoning Hearing Board.

20.

606 & 608 Germantown Pike (S/LD #06-21)
The applicant is proposing to convert an existing structure in the Village Commercial District to a 7Unit Apartment Building, including a building addition, modifications to parking areas and drive aisles
and other associated improvements. Plans have been reviewed, and a letter issued August 27,
2021 which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit the plans.

21.

Sunnybrook Golf Club (S/LD #07-21)
The applicant is proposing a zoning district map amendment to extend the boundary of the
Recreational Overlay District to ensure that recreational uses are located within the portion of the
property underlain by the Recreational Overlay District.

22.

Sunnybrook Golf Club (S/LD #08-21)
The applicant is proposing a Minor Subdivision / Lot Line Change to ensure that recreational uses
are located within the portion of the property underlain by the Recreational Overlay District. Plans
have been reviewed, and a letter issued August 30, 2021 which requires the applicant to revise and
resubmit the plans. Revised plans have been submitted which are currently under review.

23.

6122 Butler Pike – “Hawkhurst” (S/LD #09-21)
The applicant is proposing a Minor Subdivision splitting an existing parcel into one 8± acre site with a
residence and the remaining land to be combined with the existing lot on which the Karamore wine
tasting barn is located (approximately 19-acre piece lot following subdivision). Plans have been
reviewed, and a letter issued October 1, 2021 which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit
the plans.

24.

251 Stenton Avenue (S/LD #10-21)
In conjunction with the proposed redevelopment of 251 Stenton Avenue, currently Clara Burke –
Foxsubacute, the applicant is proposing a Zoning Ordinance text amendment to permit senior living
communities in the Institutional Overlay District by Special Exception. Concept Plans have been
reviewed, and a letter issued January 20, 2022 which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit
the plans.
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25.

548 S. Bethlehem Pike – “Creek’s Edge” (S/LD #11-21)
The applicant has submitted Preliminary/Final Plan involving two lots in the Village Commercial
District owned by the Applicant, which are proposed to be merged. The Applicant proposes to raze a
pre-1940 house which is in dilapidated condition with a failing foundation; the garage is also
proposed to be razed. The Applicant then proposes to build a proposed 3,160 square foot Building,
Parking and associated site improvements for a live/work unit for an artisan woodworker. Plans
have been reviewed, and a letter issued November 15, 2021 which requires the applicant to revise
and resubmit the plans.

26.

Abbey Motor Park (S/LD #12-21)
The applicant has submitted Sketch Plans proposing a motor park with private garages for rental, on
a 23.43± Acre property in the CLI Campus Type Limited Industrial District. Plans have been
reviewed, and a letter issued November 17, 2021 which requires the applicant to revise and resubmit
the plans.

27.

7111 Sheaff Lane (S/LD #13-21)
In conjunction with the potential subdivision and land development of a 51.32± Acre Site at 7111
Sheaff Lane, zoned AAA-Residential, the applicant is proposing a text amendment to Chapters 11646, 116-270, 116-272, 116-275, 116-276 and 116-277 of the Zoning Ordinance. Concept Plans in
support of the zoning text amendment are currently under review.

28.

401/433 Washington Street (S/LD #14-21)
Plans have recently been submitted, which are currently under review.

29.

931 Spring Mill Avenue (S/LD #01-22)
Plans have recently been submitted, which are currently under review.

Township Capital Improvement Projects
1.

Handicap Accessible Ramp Program
The Department of Public Works has begun a program where the required handicap accessible
ramps are installed by DPW forces prior to start of each year’s road program. The Township
Engineer’s office design of these ramps continues on a schedule to allow the DPW to stay at least
one year ahead of each road repaving program. No Ramps have been identified which would need
to be installed in anticipation of the 2022 Road Improvements Program.

2. The Reserve at Creekside Intersection Improvements:
As part of the Reserve at Creekside Development, the Township is required to design and construct
improvements to five intersections within 18 months from the first issuance of a building permit (or
as soon as practicable thereafter) in accordance with the approved traffic study and PennDOT
regulations. These intersections are Joshua Road and Flourtown Road, Joshua Road and Stenton
Avenue, Flourtown Road, Cricket Road and Stenton Avenue, and both intersections of Militia Hill
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Road and Stenton Avenue. The Township received a Green-Light-Go Grant for the Joshua
Road/Stenton Avenue intersection in the amount of $593,312.00 and a 2019 County Transportation
Program (CTP) grant for the Joshua Road/Flourtown Road intersection in the amount of
$199,504.00 which will help offset the cost of construction.
The traffic light installation project at the two intersections of Militia Hill Road and Stenton Avenue is
complete and the signals were put into full operation on July 11, 2018.
The current status of the three remaining major intersection improvement projects is as follows:
Stenton/Flourtown/Cricket – The Township received the Highway Occupancy Permit for the
construction of this intersection on March 30, 2018 and bids were received on April 11, 2018 with
James D. Morrissey, Inc. (JDM) as the lowest responsive bidder at a cost of $2,507,338.90. PECO
and Verizon began utility pole relocations the week of April 9, 2018 and PECO finished the wire
relocation to the new poles on July 21, 2018. Relocation of Crown Castle’s fiber optic cables,
Comcast’s communication facilities and Verizon’s facilities are complete. A PADEP General Permit
was issued in May, 2019. Preconstruction meetings were held on April 23rd, 2019 and May 1st, 2019
in order to reinitiate construction activities. JDM began construction on or about May 13th, 2019. On
May 26, 2020, PECO completed relocation of gas mains in the fourth and final phase of the work,
which would allow JDM to finalize their work. PennDOT has approved a modification to the detour
plans to allow a closure of Stenton Avenue between Joshua Road and Flourtown/W. Valley Green
starting August 3rd, 2020. As a result, A Notice to Proceed was issued to JDM on July 22, 2020. A
punchlist was issued November 24, 2020. At the contractor’s request, inspections were performed
and letters recommending release of payment were issued January 25, 202, and May 17, 2021. A
letter providing the contractor with contract closeout instructions was issued February 5, 2021.
Construction is complete, with inspections having been performed on a daily basis.
Joshua/Stenton – The final submission for this intersection was made to PennDOT on April 23,
2018, with all outstanding issues resolved along with all the required documents that demonstrate
the Township now owns the required rights-of-way and easements. The Township received the
PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit for construction of these intersection improvements on May
23, 2018. The Department of Public Works has completed the required tree trimming and removal
and PECO, Comcast, and other utilities have substantially completed utility pole relocations and
wire transfers. The Board of Supervisors authorized bidding of this project June 13, 2019.
Joshua/Flourtown –The Board of Supervisors Authorized bidding of this project June 13, 2019. The
Township received the PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit for the construction of this
intersection on October 18, 2019.
Bid documents were prepared for the construction work for both the Joshua/Stenton and
Joshua/Flourtown intersections. The bids were opened on January 10, 2020, with Highway
Materials, Inc. (HMI) as the lowest responsive bidder at a cost of $4,231,068.00. On January 22,
2020, the Board of Supervisors authorized the issuance of a Notice of Intent to Award the bid of
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$4,231,068.00. A written Contractor Responsibility Determination, Notice of Award and Notice to
Proceed were issued February 24, 2020. A preconstruction meeting was held on February 25,
2020. The project is currently under construction and inspections of the project continue on a daily
basis. Correspondence from the Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED)
was received indicating that the Governor’s calling for the closure of non-life-sustaining businesses
does not appear to require the construction to cease. At the contractor’s request, inspections were
performed and a letter recommending partial release of payment were issued 12/8/21 and 1/5/22.
As of October 26, 2020, HMI has substantially completed the in-road work at Joshua Road and
Stenton Avenue and the intersection is no longer under detour. Construction at the intersection of
Joshua and Flourtown Roads commenced in November 2020. On or about October 18, 2021, final
road resurfacing was completed, and the intersection was fully reopened, with all detours
permanently lifted.
The conditions of the contract documents and the Green-Light-Go Grant required that construction
of work equal to the grant award amount at the intersection of Joshua Road & Stenton Avenue to be
complete by May 15, 2020. The work was completed, invoices were submitted and provided to
PennDOT. Grant reimbursement was approved by PennDOT and issued on 7/13/2020. In total,
the Township was issued $593,312.99 in Green-Light-Go Grant funding
3.

Westaway Drive Stormwater Improvements
This project, identified in the “Stormwater Task Force Report”, consists of a stormwater collection
and conveyance system along Westaway Drive, from Fields Drive to Germantown Pike. There is
currently no stormwater infrastructure in this area, and this system would help to collect stormwater
originating on Germantown Pike, directed through the ‘Knolls of Whitemarsh’, and from the
‘Whitemarsh Woods’ basin that currently discharges directly onto Fox Lane. The new system would
consist of approximately 2,550 linear feet of stormwater piping, 8 Manholes and 27 Inlets.
Field Survey, base mapping and preparation of construction documents have been completed.
Preparation of bid documents is complete; the bid was advertised, and bids were publicly opened on
June 8, 2021. A bid evaluation was issued June 9, 2021. The Board authorized issuance of a
Notice of Intent to Award the contract to MECO Constructors, Inc. for the base bid amount of
$899,619.00, which was issued June 14, 2021. A Responsible Contractor determination was issued
July 14, 2021. A Notice of Award and Notice to Proceed were issued on July 15, 2021. A
preconstruction meeting was held on July 20, 2021. Construction is underway, with inspections
occurring on a daily basis. At the contractor’s request, inspections were performed and a letter
recommending release of payment was issued October 20, 2021, October 28, 2021, October 29,
2021, and 1/5/22. The project is substantially complete.

4.

2021 Road Improvements Project
Segments of the following roadways have been scheduled for rehabilitation: E. 9th Avenue, Righter
Street, Revere Road, 13th Avenue, Harts Lane, Hunter Road, Tara Court, Cardinal Drive, Penn
Road, and Friends Lane. Base mapping and preparation of construction documents was completed,
and the Board of Supervisors Authorized bidding of this project on January 28, 2021. Bid
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documents were prepared for the construction work, advertised for public bidding, and bids were
opened September 8, 2021. A bid evaluation was completed September 9, 2021. The Board
authorized issuance of a Notice of Intent to Award the contract to Allan Myers, L.P. for the amount
of $345,028.92, which was issued September 10, 2021. A Responsible Contractor determination,
Notice of Award and Notice to Proceed were issued on October 11, 2021. A preconstruction
meeting was held on October 19, 2021. At the contractor’s request, inspections were performed
and a letter recommending release of payment was issued December 30, 2021. The project is
substantially complete.
5.

Flourtown & Colonial Intersection Improvements
The purpose of this project is to install a new traffic control signal and left turn lanes at the
intersection of Flourtown Road and Colonial Drive. Field Survey and Base Mapping were
performed and Engineering Design and Preparation of Construction Plans and Traffic Signal Permit
Plans for PennDOT approval is underway. A preconstruction meeting with PennDOT is required to
initiate the permitting process. Operational changes due to COVID19 are in place at PennDOT, and
we are working to schedule a virtual meeting. A grant application through the DCED Multimodal
Transportation Fund (MTF) requesting funding in the amount of $1,152,268.00 was submitted on
September 30, 2020, which was not awarded. The Township was awarded a PennDOT Multimodal
Transportation Fund (MTF) grant (application submitted November 6, 2020) in the amount of
$1,107,950.00. In process of obtaining PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit Plan and Signal
Permit Plan approvals.

6.

Zoning Ordinance Updates (Phase 1)
The Zoning Ordinance Updates Steering Committee has conducted regular meetings to continue
discussions regarding Phase 1 Zoning Ordinance Updates consistent with the newly adopted
Comprehensive Plan. Steering committee meetings held 9/23/21, 11/1/21 & 11/22/21 and 1/6/2022

7.

4046 Butler Pike Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)
A Phase I ESA was conducted, and a Report was issued October 8, 2021 in accordance with ASTM
Standard E1527-13 and the Federal All Appropriate Inquiry Standard.

8.

River Road Stabilization
An embankment adjacent River Road suffered slope failure during tropical storm Ida, and was
recommended to be closed. The damage was inspected, and it was determined that the road could
be reopened, with the lane closest to the damage remaining closed. A temporary sign-controlled
lane closure was designed to allow the road to be reopened. A topographic survey has been
performed, and base plans have been prepared. Engineering Design of a method for permanent
slope stabilization is underway.

Engineering Status Report
October - December 2021

Page 12
January 26, 2022

Environmental Issues
Provide technical assistance as requested.
1.

Outfall Field Screening – Permit Coverage
As part of the requirements of the Township’s NPDES General Permit for Small MS4s, Minimum
Control Measure (MCM) #3 requires illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDD&E). Part of this
MCM requires the Township to conduct outfall field screening, identify the source of any illicit
discharges, and remove or correct any illicit discharges. Ongoing outfall screening is being
performed and documented in accordance with these requirements.

Township Map Updates
Review and update of Township Maps are performed on an ongoing basis.
Grant Assistance
Provide technical assistance as requested.
1.

Miracle Nature Trail Feasibility Study
In process of preparing the feasibility Study for a Nature Trail along the PECO Line, which is being
funded through a grant from DCNR/DVRPC. This PECO ROW has been called out in numerous
planning documents and studies as a key link to the Schuylkill River Trail, The Cross County Trail,
several parks, and heavily populated neighborhoods. The Miracle Nature Trail concept is a
combination of an ADA trail with sensory pod amenities and environmental education components
for people of all ages and abilities. A Steering Committee meeting was held January 14th, 2021.
An online Public Survey was conducted February 22, 2021 - Friday, March 19, 2021. A Virtual
Public Presentation & Listening Session was held April 15, 2021. Steering Committee Meeting #2
was held May 20, 2021. A Guided Public Walk was conducted July 20, 2021. A Neighbor's Focus
Group Meeting was held August 26, 2021. Steering Committee Meeting #3 was held September
23, 2021. Steering Committee Meeting #4 was held November 18, 2021.

2.

Washington Street Multi-Modal Connections Study
In process of preparation of the Multi-Modal Connections Study of Washington Street and the
Riverfront of Spring Mill Station to improve a regionally important junction of pedestrian bicycle
vehicle and commuter-train transportation options. This study is funded by a DVRPC:
Transportation & Community Development Initiative Grant, awarded in May 2020 and executed in
November 2020. Updated Grant Portal to submit end of year progress report. A site visit / field
scoping view was conducted with Township Staff on January 15, 2021. Steering Committee
Meetings were held September 13, 2021 and October 4, 2021. A Site Walk was conducted
October 4, 2021. A Virtual Public Presentation & Listening Session was held October 21, 2021.
Committee meeting #3 held 11/29/21. Public Listening Session/Presentation conducted 12/6/21,
Committee meeting #4 conducted Jan. 10, 2022. Key Person Interviews underway. Q4 progress
report submitted through TCDI Portal.

Engineering Status Report
October - December 2021

Page 13
January 26, 2022

3. Township Building Rain Garden
DCED grant application submitted May 26, 2021 for a proposed rain garden at the Township
Budling, On 11/24 PA DCED announced Whitemarsh was awarded a Grant in the amount of
$20,000
4. Camp Hill/Bethlehem/Skippack intersection Improvements
ARLE grant application submitted June 30, 2021 to PennDOT for review to fund remaining signal
improvements at Camp Hill/Bethlehem/Skippack intersection. ARLE Scoping Form submitted June
14, 2021. ARLE grant application submitted June 30, 2021. On 12/31/21, the Governor
announced Whitemarsh was awarded an ARLE grant in the amount of $453,705
5. Miles Park Improvements (Phase 2)
Miles Park Improvements (Phase 2) - DCNR Grant application submitted 4/9/2021. On 12/30/21
DCNR announced Whitemarsh was awarded $219,000 for Rehabilitation and further development
of Miles Park. Meeting 1/20 with DCNR to formalize grant
Road Opening Permits
Review of permits continue on an as needed basis.
Resident Drainage/ Stormwater Concerns
Provide technical assistance as requested.
Zoning Hearing Board Application Reviews
Review of applications requiring relief from Floodplain & Riparian Corridor Conservation District
regulations and other relief continue on an as needed basis.
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at this office.

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP

MEMORANDUM

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

January 25, 2022
To:

Rick Mellor, Township Manager

From:

John J. Fields, Public Works Director

Re:

4th Quarter report for 2021
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARMENT

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Whitemarsh Foundation basin for outfall pipe cleaned by Public Works Crews.
Looking into G.P.S. on the Public Works. Setting up meeting with Rick and Sean.
31 Scarlet Oak Drive sink hole over storm pipe. Working with PECO Claims Adjuster to finish up.
Guidemark Inc. is in the process of long line painting and intersection paint.
Paving the entrance to Miles Pavilion. Completed.
Blair Construction is coming today for 8 loads of compost.
Climac has installed A/C at Public Works building 100% completed.
Received the gas meter that Nick ordered for confined space entry, and we are scheduling class next
week for training P.W. Employees.
Sheaf Lane Shoulder wash out on 7000 Block of Sheaf Lane from IDA is 80 % completed, need to do
a small portion of black top.
13 River Road bank has washed away. Road is open, controlled with stop signs, waiting on report for
repair.
Culvert at Hagys Mill and Manor needs to be cleared of large trees, working with Dan Moore.
421 Toland Drive Storm Pipe and inlet boxes completed.
Jack Fields has completed the project management thought D.V.I.T. and Penn State.
Fence at lower lot off Crescent Ave was damaged by School Bus, PW crews repairing today.
Completion of painting parking lines at Township Building and throughout Township.
Public Works crew replaced door for finance closet.
4111 Jackson Drive, storm swale was better defined, and rip rap was placed. Completed.
336 Emerson Drive, on the Joshua Roadside, P.E.C.O. repaired our damaged Pipe.
102 Woodbine Road, working with Krista on a solution on the depression in the roadway.
Public Works did leaf collection safety training.
Montgomery County Public Works Association is holding a zoom class on 11/18/2021 for new
commercial driver’s license process changes.
All 8,320 cubic yards of leaves collected, were run thought the grinder and placed into windrows.

TRAFFIC SIGNALS AN SIGNS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Signals Services completed yearly Traffic Signal P.M.
Public Works crews Painted speed lines on various roads for Police Department
Public Crews replaced yellow bulb on standard at Skippack and Lafayette.
Working with Krista to figure out if Butler Pike and Flourtown traffic Light has been changed from
the bridge / sink hole construction. The state was out there to retime the lights.
Guidemark painted long lines and short lines. (intersections)
Butler Pike and Flourtown traffic Light was being looked at by PENNDOT for timing.
Hector and North Lane traffic light was being looked at by PENNDOT for timing.
424 Bethlehem Pike streetlight is damaged. Signal Services has replaced.
2208 Red Maple Drive streetlight not working. American Lighting repaired underground wire.
Gidemark to replace the stop bars on North Lane at Butler, per PENNDOT request.
Speed limit sign on Germantown pike just east of Joshua, replaced.
Speed limit sign on Andorra road at Andorra Hill Road, replaced.
No Winter Maintenance signs put up for winter on foot paths.

ENGINEERING
Working with Krista and Rick on Capitol Storm Water Projects,
Working on installation of additional storm drain on Durant at North Lane.
836 Thomas Road. SWERP, relined the storm pipe.
River Road SWERP, relined the storm pipe.
Working with Krista on new maps, which will include Snow Emergency Routes, Roadway
ownership.
• Working with Krista on Resident complaints after Tropical Strom IDA.
• Working with Mike Streak at Aqua and with Krista to get the road closures from Aqua.
• Working with Krista about the Whitemarsh Woods run off repairs, to help with flooding issues on
South Warner Road, completed.
• 4110 Hellman Road, flooding issue, will be doing some rolled curb in the spring.
• The new Salt Brine Maker was delivered to the Public Works Department.
• Working with Krista and PENDOT on foot Bridge ownership on Barren Hill Road. We own it.
• Working with different vendors to repair items involved in the crash at Cedar Grove Park for
insurance.
• 320 Emerson drive rear yard stabilization at retention basin, Public Works to do job in late winter /
spring of 2022.
• 4060 Center Ave, depression over storm pipe, minor, Public Works filled hole.
• 102 Woodbine sinkhole, working with Krista on getting area surveyed with ground penetrating radar
to determine how to proceed.
• Pine Tree outfall project?
• Jackson Drive Storm pipe capitol project?
• Working with H.O.A. president on H.O.A. agreement for Wainright development on ownership of
storm pipes.

•
•
•
•
•

FLEET DEPARMENT
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stake body Truck is out service, will not pass Pa. State Safety Inspection. Working on a replacement.
The new 2021 Ford F-250 Pick-up truck was put into service.
Sent two mechanics for Ford Hybrid vehicle training at Springfield Twp. Mike Whalon and Kirk
Levonian.
Mini Excavator is back in service.
Older Backhoe is out of service because of a Hydraulic leak. Parts are in. Back in service.
The new 2021 Ford Explorer Hybrid unit # 3205 In Service.
The new 2021 Ford Explorer standard Police utility Unit # 3212 In service.
All leaf Machines have been serviced and inspected.
Working on purchasing a used Leaf Machine from Plymouth Township, never purchased because
Plymouth Township lost an engine on one of there machines.
All snowplows and salt spreaders have been cleaned, hooked up and almost ready for snow.
All dump trucks have been cleaned.
Trucks and leaf collection units will get hooked together starting Tomorrow.
Truck # 242 went to Lancaster Truck Bodies to get the new Central Hydraulic System replaced,
vehicle back in service.
Working on police car quotes for 2022.
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gary has ordered fall ornamental cabbage and they were planted.
Grounds crews have been cleaning / trimming trees and bushes at miles park. For the Vets Memorial
ceremony.
Maintaining all ball Fields for fall ball.
Gary will have the old Township Building at 4021 Joshua Road cleaned up and mulched by Nov.
2nd.
Working with Gary Hill and one of our Temporary Employees, Robby Williams who went to school
for Landscape Architect design to draw up ideas for a Picnic area in the Courtyard at Township
Building, Krista offered help with final presentation.
Gary Hill will be working with contractor to get access to retention basins from Valley green Park to
redcoat drive.
Assisted Sean Halbom with tree delivery for tree give away.
Grounds crews cleaned up leaves in all parking lots.
3178 Mayflower, tree in open space was cut down because of being dead by Dan Moore.

FACILITY MAINTENANCE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Working with Delbuno to repair leaking gutters and rooted wood on Highway Department Garage.
Cappa Builders has replaced the windows for the east side of the west wing at the Township building.
Working with West Generator on replacing the Backup Generator Transfer Switch at the Township
building. Will include hooking the entire building to the Generator. Transfer switch was delayed
because of pandemic.
There are two doors in the Police Department that need adjusting, contacting Cappa Builders to
repair.
Working on second quote for Boiler control in the basement for Sean.
Oliver is going to repair the leaking valve on water heater, for boil inspection, completed.
Oliver is going to do the air filter replacement, Completed.
Oliver has transferred the H.V.AA.C. to Heating operation.
Antifreeze has been added to the cooling tower winterization.
DelBuono Roofing repairing the roof leak around chimney and Koontz Park Completed.
The new filters for water bottle filling stations are ordered.
Ricky Harrison unclogged toilets.at Twp. Building.
Working with West Generator on the final installation of the new transfer switch.
PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

•
•

Rubber safety mat at Koontz Park was repaired with Perky Pave. Around the Playground equipment
by public works crews.
Orkin Electric will be installing electric receptacles in front of 4021 Joshua for the Holiday
decorations and Franco will be working with Orkin to coordinate.
WASTEWATER ATHORITY

•
•

Working with the Authority on the new press building.
Working with Tom Bonjo on a depression in the road at 102 Woodbine way
John Fields

PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT
FOURTH QUARTER 2021 REPORT
Zoning Permits Processed
•

95 Zoning Permit applications processed. (See breakdown below.)
YTD TOTAL FOR 2021: 441
YTD TOTAL FOR 2020: 468

Accessory Structures
Interior Alterations /
Renovations
Demolition
New Construction
Additions
Signage
Solar Panels
Use & Occupancy
Cell Towers / Antennae
Other
TOTALS

Non- Residential
5

Single Family
Residential
42

Other Residential
5

9

5

3

17

1

1
1
6

8

2
1
6
3
5
4
4
1
95

3

5
2

2
4

1
63

24

TOTALS
52

Zoning Hearing Board Cases Processed &/or Heard
•

25 Zoning Hearing Board applications Processed &/or Heard. (See breakdown below.)
YTD TOTAL FOR 2021: 63
YTD TOTAL FOR 2020: 44

ZHB
Case #

Applicant & Property Address

Description

2019-21

601 Washington Street Associates, LP
601 Washington Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428

Variances/Special Exception;
270 unit multi-family
residential complex

2020-12

Mark and Anne Dooley
7215 Sheaff Ln & 274 woodcock Ln
Fort Washington, PA 19034

Request for Modification of
ZHB#2017-29 conditions.

2020-20

Harner Realty I, LLC
6101 Sheaff Lane
Ft. Washington, PA 19034

Request for an Appeal from
the June 22, 2020 Violation
Notice

2021-37

Eric & Kelsey Riethmiller
108 Hampton Lane
Blue Bell, PA 19422

Variances; Inground Pool
(Impervious Ground Coverage)

1

Status/ Decision
ZHB Denied Application November
2019; Decision Appealed. Appeal
pending; awaiting possible
settlement (Township is a party to
settlement)
Time Waiver granted until 5.6.20;
continued to 6.30.2020, 8.12.20,
10.31.20, 1.31.21, 3.31.21, 5.31.21,
7.31.21, 10.31.21, 1.31.22 & date to
be determined
Scheduled to be Heard 9.17.20;
continued to 11.30.21, 3.30.21,
4.30.21, 6.30.21, 8.31.21, 10.31.21,
12.1.21 & 3.2.22
Approved 12.1.2021

2021-40
2021-44

2021-45

2021-46
2021-47

2021-48

2021-49
2021-50
2021-51
2021-52
2021-53
2021-54

Gerry Logue
4024 Joshua Road
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Jay & Maria Conway
4029 S. Warner Road
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Karin E. Young
858 Dawnwood Road
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Stephen Freret & Jeffrey Soules
4124 Fountain Green Road
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Catania Construction, LLC
246 & 248 Hillcrest Avenue
Conshohocken, PA 19428

KRE Acquisition Corp
401 & 433 Washington Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428
David & Cathleen Kalick
34 Dickinson Lane
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
Ben & Stacey Bell
104 Chinaberry Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Shawn & Sara Neuman
2319 Holly Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Franklin W. & Linda Berger
681 Cherrydale Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Gerald & Kathleen Rafter
3020 Spring Mill Road
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
Theodore & Nancy Beringer
1 Wingate Court
Flourtown, PA 19031

Variance; Subdivision/New
Single-Family Dwelling
(Minimum Lot Size)

Approved 11.3.21

Variances; Shed (Impervious
Ground Coverage)
Variances; Garage/Carport
(Front Yard Setback, Location
& Impervious Ground
Coverage)

Approved 10.6.21

Variances; Screen Wall/Fence
(Front Yard Setback, Height)

Approved 10.6.21

Variances; Lot line change; 2
homes proposed (dimensional)
Special Exception & Variances
Floodplain & Riparian relief for
a 598 unit apartment
development (split
development in Conshohocken
Borough)

Approved 10.6.21

Variance; Generator (Location)

Approved 11.3.21

Variance; In-ground Pool
(Impervious Ground Coverage)

Approved 12.1.21

Variance; In-ground Pool
(Impervious Ground Coverage)

Approved 12.1.21

Variance; Partial Covered Deck
(Impervious Ground Coverage)

Approved 12.1.21

Variance; Pavilion (Impervious
Ground Coverage)

Scheduled to be Heard 1.5.22

Variance; In-ground Pool
(Impervious Ground Coverage)

Scheduled to be Heard 1.5.22

Variance; Addition (Impervious
Ground Coverage)

WITHDRAWN

Approved 10.6.21

Approved 11.3.21

2021-55

Luciano & Elizabeth Patruno
1545 Butler Pike
Conshohocken, PA 19428

2021-56

Gerald & Christine Reilly
2277 Mulberry Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

Variance; Driveway, Shed &
Patio (Impervious Ground
Coverage)

Scheduled to be Heard 1.5.22

2021-57

James & Theresa Mullen
4010 Pilgrim Road
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

Variance; Driveway, 2-Car
Garage (Impervious Ground
Coverage)

Scheduled to be Heard 1.12.22

2

2021-58
2021-59

2021-60

2021-61
2021-62
2021-63

Evan & Judy Steinbach
501 Monticello Lane
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
Citizens Bank - Mr. Joshua Sheely
835 Bethlehem Pike
Flourtown, PA 19031
Joseph DePaul
4022 Joshua Road
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Banfield Pet Hospital - Christopher Roth
10 Ridge Pike
Conshohocken, PA 19428
Kristopher & Jeannette Wood
6011 Sheaff Lane
Fort Washington, PA 19034
John & Beverly Gordon
3043 Edmonds Road
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

Variance; Deck w/ Partial Roof
(Impervious Ground Coverage)

Scheduled to be Heard 1.12.22

Variances; Sign Package
(Lighting & Dimensional)

Scheduled to be Heard 1.5.22

Appeals the
Decision/Interpretation Variance; Duplex/Attached
Dwelling (Use)

Scheduled to be Heard 1.12.22

Special Exception; Healthcare
Clinic for Pets (Use)

Scheduled to be Heard 2.2.22

Special Exception & Variances;
Existing Drainage System in
the Floodplain Fringe

Scheduled to be Heard 2.2.22

Variances; Fence (Height)

Scheduled to be Heard 2.2.22

Conditional Use Applications Processed &/or Heard
•

1 Approved Application /1 Pending Application
YTD TOTAL FOR 2021: 3
YTD TOTAL FOR 2020: 4

CU#
#01-21

#03-21

Federal Realty Investment Trust
1842 Bethlehem Pike
(Flourtown Shopping Ctr.)
Flourtown, PA 19031
Christopher Palardy
462 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

Type

Status

Bank Drivethrough

Submitted 3.16.21. Revised application
submitted 11.1.21. Not yet scheduled
due to change in land development plan.

Use/Medical

Submitted 10.22.21; BOS approved
12.9.21

Subdivision & Land Development Applications Processed &/or Heard
•

4 New Applications
YTD TOTAL FOR 2021: 14
YTD TOTAL FOR 2020: 5

SLD#
#11-21

#12-21
#13-21

Project Name
Creeks Edge Project, LLC
548 S. Bethlehem Pike
Fort Washington, PA 19034
MH Stenton, LLC
Militia Hill Road
Fort Washington, PA 19034
7111 Sheaff Lane Partners, LLC
Sheaff Lane
Fort Washington, PA 19034

Description
Preliminary/Final Plan/Minor
Subdivision & Land
Development/Lot Consolidation,
New 3,160 sqft Building & Parking

Status
PC reviewed on 12.14.21

Sketch Plan/Private Garages

PC reviewed on 12.14.21

Text Amendment Conservation
Design Residential Development

Received 10.11.21; Under Review

3

#14-21

KRE Acquisition Corp
401 & 433 Washington Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428

Preliminary/Final Major Land
Development - 598 Unit Apartment
Building

Received 12.17.21; Under Review

Actions Taken on Prior Subdivision & Land Development Applications
SLD#
#11-19
#02-20

#02-21
#05-21
#06-21

#07-21
#08-21
#09-21
#10-21

Project Name
Mercedes Benz of Fort Washington
404 Pennsylvania Avenue
Fort Washington, PA 19034
Federal Realty
(Flourtown Shopping Center)
1842 Bethlehem Pike
Flourtown, PA 19031
DP Spring Mill Developers, LLC
561 Spring Mill Avenue
Conshohocken, PA 19428
Borkowski Homes
354 Roberts Avenue
Conshohocken, PA 19428
608 Germantown Pike Assoc, LLC
606-608 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Sunnybrook Golf Club
398 Stenton Avenue
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
Sunnybrook Golf Club
398 Stenton Avenue
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
Argos Associates
6122 Butler Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422
Leo Brown Group for Sabra Healthcare
251 Stenton Avenue
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

Description
Land Development Waiver /
3-Lane Canopy & Associated
Parking
Preliminary Plan/Bank (portions in
both Whitemarsh and Springfield
Townships; previous restaurant
eliminated)
Preliminary / 19 Townhomes
Preliminary Final / 2 Single Family
Dwellings
Preliminary Final / 7 Unit
Apartment Addition
Zoning Map Amendment
Minor Subdivision / Lot Line
Change
Minor Subdivision / Lot Line
Change
Text Amendment Institutional
Overlay for Senior Living
Community; Concept Plan for same
at 251 Stenton Avenue

Status
Applicant put project "on hold" by
letter 6.1.20. Director has recently
reminded them about this.
Submitted 3.15.21; new ZHB
approvals due to floodplain issues
on 8.11.21. Revised plans under
review.
Received Conditional Preliminary
Subdivision and Land
Development Approval 11.4.21
ZHB denied necessary variances
8.4.21; Plan on hold, withdrawnn
Received Conditional Preliminary
and Final Minor Subdivision and
Minor Land Development
Approval 10.14.21
PC reviewed on 9.14.21; BOS
approved 11.4.21
Received Conditional Preliminary
and Final Minor Subdivision
Approval 11.4.21
Received Conditional Preliminary
and Final Minor Subdivision
Approval 11.4.21
Received 9.17.21; Under review

Violations Issued
•
•
•

Harner Realty 1, LLC, c/o Reid Buerger, 6101 Sheaff Lane, Fort Washington, PA; Illegal Parking of Commercial Vehicles,
possible Illegal business; violation has been appealed (ZHB #2020-20); case not yet closed; awaiting settlement
proposal. Zoning Hearing Board case continued to 3.2.22.
John A. Pinto & Judith O’Donnell Pinto, 42 Scarlet Oak Drive, Lafayette Hill, PA; Illegal Fence; awaiting resolution in
conjunction with grading permit violation issued by Township Engineer.
Gerald and Christine Reilly, 2277 Mulberry Lane, Lafayette Hill, PA; Exceeding allowable impervious ground coverage
limit due to non-permitted construction; the applicant applied for “retroactive”variances to the Zoning Hearing Board
on 11.23.2021 and the case is scheduled for 1.5.22.

4

Additional Activities
• Director attended annual conference of PA Chapter of American Planning Association in Pittsburgh.
• Director participated in panel discussion addressing Transit-Oriented Developments sponsored by Montgomery County
Planning Commission as part of their ‘Planning Smarter Series’.
• Director organized and participated in three virtual meetings of the Township’s Zoning Update Steering Committee.
• Director attended site walk and follow-up Steering Committee meeting for the ‘Spring Mill Multi-modal and Land Use
Study; director also attended an additional meeting of the Steering Committee as well as a public meeting/listening
session for the study.
• Director co-taught a virtual session sponsored by the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Education Institute (PMPEI)
discussing the Zoning Hearing Board and the Zoning Officer.
• Director attended a virtual meeting of the PMPEI Board.
• Director attended the PA Association of Zoning Officials fall day-long seminar on current issues in zoning in Exton.
• Director attended Montgomery County Planning Commission presentation of the Montgomery Awards; ‘Whitemarsh
Station’ was an award recipient.
• Director participated in a test of a new Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance for Lower Merion Township as part
of a team of developers and professionals testing it for Montgomery County Planning Commission and Lower Merion
Township.
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
To:

Rick Mellor, Township Manager

From:

NICHOLAS W. WEAVER, FIRE MARSHAL

Subject:

2022 3rd Quarter Report

Date:

January 26, 2022

cc:

The fourth quarter had our fire inspection program start off for the first time in the
township. Our office did almost one year’s worth of previously conducted inspection in less
than 2 and a half months. We have had a very positive response with business owners and
have continued to build partnerships. As we proposed, this program is for safety and
building positive cooperative relationships with businesses. COVID is still prominent in the
county with new variants arising as time goes on. We continue to ensure the township has
the right equipment and is prepared to handle anything that comes our way. Working
closely with Chief Werner at Whitemarsh Community Ambulance Association we have
been staying on top of new information and precautions. Chief Werner is also working with
the county in possibly providing a COVID test distribution site to be hosted in our township.
We continue to work with the community, PEMA, and FEMA with the recovery of Tropical
Storm Ida. We have a Public Assistance Grant Application and Hazard Mitigation Program
Grant application submitted to FEMA to assist our township with recouping expenses as
well as improve our community. Moving into 2022 our department will continue to
improve the township’s ability to provide service to prepare, respond, recover, and
mitigate future emergencies. Please see my report below for our fourth quarter of 2021:
•

4th Quarter Notable Incidents:
o Tropical Storm Ida Recovery
 Federal Declaration for storm to assist business and homeowners approved,
Individual Assistance and Public Assistance authorized.
 Debris Management
• From County-Assisted with Bethlehem Pike and Skippack Pike
Corridors
• From PW-Done throughout community
• Waterway-Contractor to clear Manor Road culvert
 Public Assistance Approved
• Submitted official Request for Public Assistance
 Hazard Mitigation Program Grant
• Submitted Letters of Interest for two homes for possible purchase
and demolition
Nicholas W. Weaver
Fire Marshal
616 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-825-3535 ext. 2614
Email: nweaver@whitemarshtwp.org

o 1350 E. Hector Street did not confirm they wanted the grant
applied for and dropped
o 534 S. Bethlehem Pike moving forward with process
o 100 Block of Sugar Maple Lane-Dwelling fire in exterior wall
o 600 Block of Creek Road Industrial Accident-Workers fell from roof
o 600 Block of Lorine Lane-Dwelling Fire
 Fire alarm system detected it and resident extinguished
•

Summary of Fire Incidents
o Fire Alarms
295
o Appliance Fires
5
o Building Fires (Commercial)
5
o Building Fires (Non-Commercial)
14
o Carbon Monoxide alarms
33
o Debris/Fluid on Highway
1
o Electrical Fire Outside (Wires)
37
o Fire Police
11
o Gas Inside Commercial Building
15
o Gas Inside Non-Commercial Building 5
o Gas Leak Outside
23
o Helicopter Landing
7
o Hazardous Materials
0
o Building Investigation
15
o Officer/Fire Marshal Investigation 22
o Rescue
 General
2
 Elevator Alarm
4
 Elevator Rescue
5
 Water Rescue
21
 Technical Rescue
1
 Vehicle Rescue
14
o Special Service
24
o Trash/Dumpster Fire
12
o Unknown Type Fire
8
o Vehicle Fire
15
o Vehicle Fuel Leak
0
o Woods/field Fire
9
o Cardiac Arrest
27
o Assist EMS
3
o Pump Detail
1
o Vehicle Accident
41
o Total Fire Incidents
674
Nicholas W. Weaver
Fire Marshal
616 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-825-3535 ext. 2614
Email: nweaver@whitemarshtwp.org

•

Training
o Worked on continuing education through online learning for the following
disciplines: fire investigation, emergency medical services, code enforcement
o Weaver attended and completed FEMA Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation
Program at Montgomery County Fire Academy
o Department had Elevator Rescue Training completed on 11/16/21
o Weaver Completed final PSU Leadership Certificate Program for Public Entities on
11/17/21
o 12/15/21 Tabletop Exercise held with Department heads
 Planning on having at least one tabletop a year with staff
 Working on bringing all personnel into training

•

Fire & EMS Departments:
o Held the August Emergency Services Board meetings on 10/20/21 & 12/15/21
o Supported the fire department’s responses to incidents
o Board of Supervisors provided years of service awards on 10/14/21
o Responded to 168 incidents in 2021
o 27 fire investigations were conducted
 4 with significant loss

•

Emergency Management:
o See below for COVID-19 info
o Developed NIMS compliance and training plan for 2021
 All staff completed or working on being compliant
 Necessary for federal funding
o Block Party 10/30/21: Rebel Road between Edmonds Road and Mathers Mill Road
from 4 PM to 8 PM
o Block Party 10/31/21: Dickinson Lane from 4:30 PM to 10 PM
o Fireworks display at the Union League 800 Ridge Pike on 11/15/21 at 6:15 PM
o AQUA Water Main-Stenton Ave
 Between Sheaff Lane & Butler Pike starting 8/16/21 through December
o Confined Space-Public Works
 Gas meters arrived and in service
 Training on new meters on 10/29/21
o Water Personal Protective Equipment
 Inventoried existing equipment
 Ordered needed personal protective equipment
o 401-433 Washington Street Project
 Working with Developer and Conshohocken Borough as project progress
o AED’s arrived and placed in service

Nicholas W. Weaver
Fire Marshal
616 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-825-3535 ext. 2614
Email: nweaver@whitemarshtwp.org

o Montgomery County Department of Public Safety is updating their 911 system with
a more advanced GIS. Their contractor requested clarification on properties in the
township. We are working through each inquiry with onsite meetings, parcel
identifications, and address identifications
o Received disbursement of DOJ Grant for the civil unrest last summer of
approximately $24,000
o Attended Floodplain Management meeting with FEMA, Charlie, Bob, and Krista on
11/10/21
o DVIT Safety Grants Submitted with the help of Sean for AEDs and Gas Meters
 Reimbursed for the entire purchases
o 8 major weather events affected the township in 2021
o 6 special events permits were issued in 2021
•

Inspections/Code Enforcement:
o Annual Fire Inspections
 Box 32-40
• 80-90% Complete
 Boxes 32-41 through 32-45 beginning and already nearing completion
 142 fire inspections done in 2021
o Roadway Clearance issues around town, specifically witnessed on Harts Ridge
 Shade tree ordinance requires a minimum of 11 feet and the Fire Code
requires a minimum of 14 feet
 Added to Whitemarsh Living, created a slide for WTV
o Montgomery County Department of Health
 Received a complaint about grease accumulation at the Persian Grill on
Germantown Pike
 Worked with the restaurant to have the system come into compliance
o System Inspections
 Sprinkler System
• System was inspected and additional tests/repairs scheduled for
March
 Fire Alarm @ Admin
• Inspected 12/14/21
 Backflows
• Paperwork submitted, complete for 2021
o Fire Place PSA completed with WTV
o UCC Code Update
 PA moving to 2018 Building Code February 2022
 Obtained new code books for change and drafting new ordnance
 L&I possibly turning over elevator inspection to local level in the future
o 835 Bethlehem Pike
 Fire alarm installed without permits and now causing multiple false alarms
Nicholas W. Weaver
Fire Marshal
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o Oaks
 Worked with property manager in regards to parking issues and snow plans
o Snow Emergency
 Review existing code to see if changes are needed
o 188 Plans Reviewed
•

Fire Prevention/Safety
o Smoke Alarm Installations
 49 homes visited and 163 smoke alarms installed in 2022
o 3 Fire/Life Safety Trainings conducted in 2021
o Colonial Area Fire Prevention Expo at Lowe’s in Plymouth Township on 10/4/21
6:30 PM-8:30 PM
o Fire Prevention Week October 3rd through 9th

•

COVID-19
o Indefinite Declaration of Emergency declared on 4/9/2020 at the virtual Board of
Supervisor’s Meeting
 Montgomery County’s Declaration of Emergency extended into August
o Contact with Police, EMS, & fire companies for planning and supply status
o Working with Whitemarsh Ambulance to ensure our emergency services follow the
proper protocols while interacting with the public, as well as ensuring EMS has what
they need
o Have contacted all medical care facilities, grocery stores, and pharmacies in town.
Will continue to follow up with them to see their status
o Keeping contact with surrounding municipalities’ Emergency Management
 Attending Bi-Weekly Eastern Montgomery County Emergency Management
Group
o COVID-19 supply kits for small businesses from Montgomery County available
o Coordinated resource acquisition, supply, and distribution for the township.
 Fielded requests from local businesses and communities requesting
assistance in locating resources
o Fogging facilities at least once a month, or more frequently as needed
 Fogging fire stations, fire apparatus, rescue squad, and ambulances as
needed
o Omicron Variant now in America as of December
o Vaccinations
 1B (Non first responders) began 4/5/21
 1C began 4/12/21
 Mobile Sites
• Montgomery County is bringing vaccinations to communities that
may lack the ability to get to the vaccination sites or pose a high risk
to the virus.
Nicholas W. Weaver
Fire Marshal
616 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-825-3535 ext. 2614
Email: nweaver@whitemarshtwp.org

 Boosters started being offered on 10/28/21
o Request for Public Assistance
 Collecting data on police overtime due to COVID absences

Nicholas W. Weaver
Fire Marshal
616 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-825-3535 ext. 2614
Email: nweaver@whitemarshtwp.org

Whitemarsh Township
Director of Parks and Recreation
Department Quarterly Report
PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENTAL REPORT – FEBRUARY 2022
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Martin Luther King, Jr. Clothing Drive Fundraiser
Cedar Grove Barn
Thursday, January 13th – January 17th, 2022
Frosty & Crystal in the Park
Cedar Grove Park
January/ February
Valenteenie’s Day
Cedar Grove Park
Monday, February 14th 9am-10am & 10:30am-11:30am
Spring Shredding Day
Miles Park – Lower Lot
Saturday, March 5th
Shamrock in the Park
Cedar Grove Barn
March
Teenie Shamrock
Cedar Grove Barn
Thursday, March 10th 9am-10am & 10:30am-11:30am
Spring Wells Street Clean-Up
Wells Street Open Space
Saturday, April 9th
Township Day
Victory Fields- PWHS
Saturday, April 23rd
Clue in the Park
Miles Park
May
Concerts at the Courts – Mojo and the Helper Monkeys Miles Park – Basketball Court Thursday, May 12th at 7pm-9pm
Mini-Spring Fling
Cedar Grove Park
Tuesday, May 24th 9am-10am & 10:30am-11:30am
Germantown Pike
Monday, July 4th 10am
Annual 4th of July Parade
Touch-A-Truck
Miles Park – Lower Lot
Saturday, September 24th 11am-2pm
Fall Shredding Day
Miles Park – Lower Lot
Saturday, October 8th
Fall Wells Street Clean-Up
Wells Street Open Space
Saturday, October 15th
Teenie Halloweenie
Cedar Grove Barn
Tuesday, October 18th 9am-10am & 10:30am-11:30pm
Witches of Whitemarsh Hayride
Cedar Grove Park
Tuesday, October 25th & Thursday, October 27th
Light Up Whitemarsh Holiday Contest
Whitemarsh Township
Thursday, December 8th, 2022 (Judging, Dec. 10th- 11th)
Gingerbread House Decorating Party
Cedar Grove Barn
Sunday, December 11th 10am-12pm & 1pm-3pm
MLK Jr., Clothing Drive Fundraiser
Cedar Grove Barn
Wednesday, January 12th – January 17th, 2023
ADMINISTRATION
The Department is continuing with In-Home Recreation Resources and Virtual Programming. The department is continuing the popular weekly
engagements including Staycation (Local Art Galleries, Local Light Shows, Black Friday Tips, Close-by Halloween Events, Outdoor Fall Activities,
Weekend Brunch Spots), Health Hub (New Year, New Me – Dieting Guide, Unplugging Tips and Tricks, Improve Your Overall Psychological Well
Being, Hydration), and Nature’s Touch (Preparing Your Car and Home for Winter, Preparing Your Trees For Winter, Fall Outdoor Activities, Local
Trails). We did special outreach for Veteran’s Day and the WJML Children and Teen Used Book Sale. We also did a Senior Scoop eblast on
January 7th. A special ebast was done for MLK, Jr. Day.
Whitemarsh Township Parks & Recreation offers discount Regal, Movie Tavern, and AMC tickets for $10.50 per ticket. There will be no winter
ski tickets sold (PRPS not having consignment program) and we await the spring-summer-fall 2022 tickets which usually arrive in late spring.
Disney On Ice tickets were not offered again but we did offer a $5.00 and $10.00 off discount code for December showtimes.
The Winter-Spring-Summer Recreator is complete with exciting programs and activities for people of all ages and abilities. The Recreator went
live on the Website and via email on December 10th. Registration for residents began on December 13th. Registration for Non-Residents was on
December 20th. The Dance Program took registrations for residents on December 20th and Non-Residents on December 27th. Registrations for
December went very well with a record $132,259.32 for 2022 programs and activities.
The Parks & Recreation Department has purchased equipment at a minimal cost to allow us to offer hybrid programming in both our largest
program rooms. We will be launching the hybrid option in Late January to fitness classes and dance classes. This option will allow participants to
participate from home in the event they are quarantining or feeling ill.
The Parks & Recreation Department was given 2000 child disposable masks from the Fire Marshal which we have had a hard time ordering.
These masks will be placed in our PPE kits that we utilize for programs where someone forgets their mask, or has a malfunction during a
program.
Searches for seasonal PT summer camp staff positions and the vacant FT Recreation Services Associate position have begun. The Recreation
Services Associate position has seen a fair amount of interest following it’s posting on the township website, PRPS, Linkedin and Indeed. They
will be reviewed in February with interviews expected to begin later that month.
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Website updates have been completed for 2022, updating old language and promote upcoming special events.
The Open Space Committee meets on January 26th.
The Parks and Recreation Board meets on February 1st.
The Whitemarsh Art Center held their monthly meeting on January 10th. Allison Boyle was hired as PT Director of Development. Kelly Bruce
was promoted to PT Director of Operations.
The Community Holiday Decorations at Miles Park for 2021 were installed at the end of November. Due to the permanent Veteran’s
Monument, the new location is on the grass area at the Miles Park Building facing Joshua Road. The Holiday Menorah was placed at site to the
left on the lawn on 11/20; wase removed after January 1st. The Holiday Nativity Scene was placed at site to the right of the lawn on 12/11; was
removed after Saturday, January 1st. The Police monitored the area to deter any concerns of vandalism or theft. Our gratitude to both Bill
Koelewyn and Bob Puksta for their great efforts in continuing this wonderful community tradition for the enjoyment of the residents and
helping to make Whitemarsh Township a great place to live.
The Boy Scouts of America, Troop 12 in Lafayette Hill, Pa. held their annual fundraiser Holiday Tree sale from November 27th thru December
23rd (or sooner if the trees sell out) at Miles Park, at the intersection of Germantown Pike and Joshua Road, Lafayette Hill.
The Troop has been established for 100 plus years and has been selling quality Holiday trees for over 70 years. The Troop will sell 6 to 7 ft. and 7
to 8 ft. Balsam Firs this year. All trees included a new fresh cut of the trunk, trimmed per your request, and were loaded on to the vehicle.
Dates:
November 27th to December 23rd
Location: Miles Park Lower Parking Lot
Hours:
Monday -- Friday
5:30pm - 9:00pm
Saturday -- Sunday 9:00am – 9:00pm
Troop schedule for using the lower parking area.
11/20/21 Troop will set up the tree shack and tree stands, 8:00am.
11/27/21 The trees will be delivered at 8:00am with tree sale immediately following.
11/27/21 Troop will begin the tree sale until all are sold.
12/23/21 End tree sale (or if they sell out earlier).
12/30/21 Troop will take down the shack (sooner if the trees are sold and they have manpower).
The Department worked diligently through the 2022 Budget. The Director met with staff and met with the Finance Director on August 16th.
The meeting with the Township Manager and Finance was on September 1st for Operating Budget. The Capital Budget Review was on
September 8th. The Department had Budget Hearing with the BOS on October 11th. The Budget was reviewed by the BOS in November and
adopted in December. Our thanks to Finance and the Township manager for all their support and guidance through the process.
We are very excited to announce the appointment of Franco Cappabianca to full-time Facility Maintenance Manager beginning 12-19-21.
Welcome to the Team!
Kona Ice once again was very generous with their community giveback program and presented a check to the Department in the amount of
$1,635.04 for 2021 events and programs.
Kudos to Rob Vandegrift for coordinating a $1,000 PPE (Equipment) Grant application for the Cedar Grove Barn DHS Summer Camp Program
through Early Learning Resource Center – 17 and federal childcare funding. The equipment includes 2 HEPA Filtration Systems, 2 HEPA Filter
replacements, a hand sanitizer dispenser and stand and some more disinfectant wipes. The supplies will be put to good use!
The Board of Supervisors voted to acquire a property at 4046 Butler Pike (Haub Property) in the Plymouth Meeting Historic District. The 2.71acre parcel is adjacent to the Abolition Hall property. The Township entered into an agreement of sale to purchase the Abolition Hall property
in April. The Butler Pike property has a single-family home on it that is now vacant and in disrepair. The ordinance authorizes the acquisition for
$810,000. The Township will use Act 153 Open Space funds for the purchase.
The Open Space Committee met on Wednesday, October 27th, 2021.
The Annual DVIT Risk Control review meetings was held on October 26th, 2021.
The Whitemarsh Art Center was awarded $12,000 of MontcoStrong funding to support WAC Operations.
I am sad to report that Hadley Yates, Executive Director of the Whitemarsh Art Center has resigned from her position effective November 30th,
2021. We thank her for her service to the community. A search has begun for her replacement.
The Parks and Recreation Department hosted the Election Voting at Cedar Grove Barn and the Miles Park Building on Tuesday, November 2nd.
I am happy to report the promotion of Rob Vandegrift to Program Coordinator with the Parks and Recreation Department. Note this creates a
vacancy in our full-time Recreation Services Associate position.
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A big thank you to Panera for once again partnering with the Parks and Recreation Department to provide free pastries to our Seniors
participating in Senior Cards and the Senior Luncheon Socials.
The Department has partnered with the Liver Awareness Foundation to hold a walk at Miles Park on Sunday, October 24th at 8am to spread
awareness about the disease.
PROGRAMS
Whitemarsh Township Parks and Recreation promoted the following holiday events at the Historic Hope Lodge
(email: hopelodgepa@gmail.com):
Holiday Mansion Tours
Saturday, December 4th
Guided tours at 11:30am, 1:00pm, and 2:30pm
Tours cost $8.00 for adults, and $5.00 for seniors (65+) and youth (6-17)
Holidays at Hope Lodge & Beer Tasting
Saturday, December 11th
Self-Guided tours from 11:00am to 5:00pm and can be followed by craft beers at the Colonial Tavern (additional charge).
Admission costs $8.00 for adults, and children under 12 are free.
Scheduled Weekly Engagement Emails:
Nature’s Touch, Health Hub and Staycation on Wednesdays - Informative emails regarding fun activities to do in the area, health tips and
nature information to fully and safely enjoy the great area around us.
Connecting Exceptional People: Socials
•
10/15/2021: On Friday, October 15th, at 6:00pm 10 CEP participants joined Zoom for a fun-filled Friday night of games! Emily Moore and
Sara Huff led the Zoom and played 3 rounds of virtual bingo. Participants were sent a link that automatically organized a bingo sheet for
them and all they had to do was use their mouse to click the numbers they had on their board. After a few games of bingo, participants
played virtual hangman. The night ended with participants chatting and telling the group their plans for the weekend and week ahead of
them. Overall, it was a relaxed but nice time to connect with friends! The participants look forward to the next CEP, which is yet to be
determined.
•

11/19/2021: On Friday, November 19th at 6:00pm, 10 CEP participants gathered virtually for a talent show! Seven participated in the
talent show and exhibited their skills in dancing, singing, rapping and more! All participants were awarded certificates for their
performances as they exhibited skills that are uncommon. Following the talent show, participants discussed their plans for Thanksgiving,
played charades and Pictionary.

•

12/17/2021: On Friday, December 17th at 6:30pm, 18 CEP participants gathered for a night of bowling at Our Town Alley! Participants
split up between five lanes and bowled their hearts out for two hours. Many participants were extremely skilled, had their own
equipment and were excited to get together with their friends. Various games were played through the avenue of bowling and there was
plenty holiday cheer! The next CEP social is scheduled for 1/21/22.

PROGRAMMER REPORT
Private Swim Lessons
The winter/spring 2022 session will begin 3/19 and end on 5/21. This program will take place at Plymouth Whitemarsh High School Pool. There
will be no swim on 4/9, 4/16, and 4/23 (Township Day). The following time slots were offered and filled up immediately with a maximum of 4
children per slot: 8:00am-8:30am, 8:30am-9:00am, 9:30am-10:00am, and 10:00am-10:30am. Each timeslot has a waitlist between 5-12,
however, we do not have enough staff nor space to run that number of private lessons.
ABC Come Swim with Me
ABC Come Swim with Me session will begin 3/19 and end on 5/21. This program will take place at Plymouth Whitemarsh High School Pool.
There will be no swim on 4/9, 4/16, and 4/23 (Township Day). Currently there are 2 signed up for the 9:00am-9:30am timeslot and 2 for the
10:30am-11:00am timeslot. We would combine into one and most likely keep the 9:00am time.
Morning Lap Swim
Morning Lap Swim will take place at Plymouth Whitemarsh High School Pool and run 3/7-4/29 on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 5:45am6:45am. There are currently zero registrations, but we are prepared to staff the program with Ethan, our part-time staff who is a certified
lifeguard.
WES Monday & Wednesday Fun Club
Whitemarsh Elementary School Fun Club is for boys and girls at WES grades K-3rd. Mondays meet 1/10-6/6 (no class 1/17, 2/21, 4/11, and 5/30)
and Wednesdays 1/12-6/8 (No Fun Club 4/13). There are 11 children signed up for Monday and 19 for Wednesday. Reis Wynne will work both
days as supervisor of Fun Club from 3:30pm-5:00pm. Kelly Cahill will work on Mondays and Kristina Kissling on Wednesdays.
Messy Masters
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Messy Masters took a hiatus this season. It has not run since before the pandemic back in the fall-winter 2019 season. Purposeful Play is
offering an art class for the little ones that covers this genre of offering. We will revisit this program and potentially offer it during the fall 2022
season.
Purposeful Play
The long-awaited return of Purposeful Play has come to an end! Purposeful Play Family Sensory Art Winter Session 1 filled within hours. The
Saturday morning 10:00am-11:00am class is filled with 12 children and is a parent/child experience and a treat for the senses! Instructor
Marianne focuses on process over product, sensory play, using varied materials. Threaded with a theme, children will enjoy movement with
music, and stories, supporting whole child learning. This class is held indoors at the Parks & Recreation Building and runs for 6 classes 1/8-2/12.
In addition, we are offering Winter Session 2 3/5-4/25 and 2 are registered already. We look forward to continuing classes throughout the
summer!
Kids in Motion
Kids in Motion is another program that will take a break due to little to no interest. We will give it another try for fall 2022. DeStolfo’s Premier
Martial Arts is offering a similar movement class through karate with us which will run for the winter-spring 2022 season!
Pilates
The Pilates program, with instructor Missy Scheer is back to in person at Koontz Park- Program Room A! Session 1 will run Wednesdays 1/192/23 7:00pm-8:00pm. There are currently 4 adults enrolled in the class. Session 2 will run on Wednesdays same time with the following dates:
3/2-4/6, Session 3 4/20-5/25, Session 4 6/8-7/13 6:00pm-7:00pm and Session 5 8/3-8/31.
Zumba (Virtual)
Instructor Carolyn Witt has decided to take a break teaching Zumba and we are searching for a new instructor. Registration was typically very
low, so we are hoping to have an in-person class in hope of higher registration. The plan is to wait until outdoor classes are accessible due to
weather.
Yoga Flow
The evening in person Session 1 of Yoga Flow was scheduled to took place at Koontz Park Tuesdays from 6:00pm-7:00pm. Unfortunately, there
is only one registrant currently, so meeting the minimum is unlikely for the first session.
Gentle Flow Yoga
The spring virtual Session 1 of Gentle Flow Yoga currently has 3 registrants for the program and with one more the class will run. This session is
set to run from 1/25 to 3/7 and there is hope to receive one more registration to reach the 4 necessary for the minimum.
Yoga Sculpt
The first spring session of Yoga Sculpt currently has 3 registrants for the Thursday morning classes. Hopefully in the next week, another 1 or 2
interested parties will join to launch this new class held by Kim Brock. Due to the current COVID outbreak, the first week or two will be virtual.
Cardio & Gentle Ballet Barre
The spring session 1 of Cardio & Gentle Ballet Barre is set to be virtual to entice those who are worried about COVID. There are currently two
registrations for session 1, with the class set to begin next week, it will likely be canceled, and those registrants will be transferred to session 2
or asked if they would like to join another class.
Strength/Balance/Stretch
Spring Session 1 of Strength/Balance/Stretch is set to take place at Koontz Park on Wednesdays 9:00am-10:00am and will run from 1/26-3/2.
There are currently 6 participants registered, with potentially more incoming with other classes being cancelled. Due to the current COVID
outbreak, the first week or two will be virtual.
Dance Programs
The Fall-Winter 2021 Dance season came to end with a beautiful rehearsal and recital. The rehearsal took place on Friday, December 17th at
5:00pm and the recital, Saturday, December 18th at 3:00pm. Both were originally scheduled for the Plymouth Whitemarsh High School
Auditorium. However, PWHS cancelled the reservation due to new COVID-19 policies and limiting outside users. The new location for both
events was the Springfield Township Recreation Center located at 1200 E. Willow Grove Ave, Wyndmoor, PA 19038. Dancers were asked to
arrive fully dressed in costume, hair, and make-up for their assigned class performance time for both the rehearsal and recital. Guests were not
permitted to watch the entire show. This year was completely different as we had dancers perform per class. Masks were required for all guests
inside the building, including dancers during showtimes. Each dance family was permitted 4 family members/guests. In addition, we made the
option for 4 family members/guests to attend the rehearsal on Friday during the dancer’s class time. A message was sent reminding families
that it was a rehearsal, and there would be some kinks, but we wanted to extend the invite to other guests since we only limited 4 on the recital
day due to safety, and limited space. We recorded Friday’s rehearsal which will be shared to the Whitemarsh Dancer’s Facebook page. We also
went Facebook Live on Saturday for the entire recital, which was saved to the Facebook page. To access the live feed guests had to be a part of
the Whitemarsh Dancers Facebook Page, which is a private page, and those had to be accepted to access the page. Once the dancer's class was
done performing (unless they had another child in a different class), we asked that they leave the building, so the next group could come in and
perform. This recital differed from those in the past because of the performances class by class. There was limited parking, and we wanted to
make sure everyone was properly spaced out indoors and as safe as possible. Emily Moore and Jake O'Loughlin worked both days and checked
each dancer and their groups in. They sold soft pretzels for $1.00, water bottles for $1.00, and Whitemarsh Dancers T-shirts for $10.00. Both
nights went very well, and many families commended the efforts to ensure safety and most of all making sure the dancers were able to
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showcase their abilities after 4 months of working so hard. We were grateful to hold the recital this year, even with some adjustments and
differences from the past. We look forward to the Winter-Spring 2022 season which will begin in January and end in May. Registration for
Whitemarsh Residents began Monday, December 20th and Non-Resident registration took place Monday, December 27th. The Whitemarsh
Dancers offered a total of 20 classes for the Winter-Spring indoor 2021 season. There are 5 classes offered Monday-Thursday. Class times range
between 30 minutes to 1 hour each and will take place between 5:00pm and 9:00pm. Classes have been going smoothly and began the second
week of January (January 10th) and will run for 14 weeks (14 total classes). We have been following the Colonial School District updates as far as
guidelines for masks and COVID-19 related procedures. Which currently, requires masks for everyone indoors. In addition, hand sanitizer is
provided, and the dance area sanitized before the next group enters. Temperatures continue to be taken. We have continued to not permit
parents indoors and it will be drop-off only. There are 12 classes running with 52 dance participants. Recital information is to be determined.
Jump, Jive, & Jam Music Classes
Jump, Jive, and Jam: Music & Rhythmic Play winter session is offered 1/14-2/18 for 6 classes on Friday’s indoors at the Parks & Recreation
Building 10:00am-10:45am. This is an interactive play and multisensory music class. However, due to rising spikes in COVID-19 cases,
registration remains at zero. We have decided to push back the start date and try again for 2/18-3/25 in hopes the class will run!
DeStolfo’s Premier Martial Arts Programming
DeStolfo’s Premier Martial Arts teamed up with Whitemarsh Township Parks & Recreation again for a winter in person 30-minute karate classes
that are offered Fridays 4:30pm-5:00pm 1/14-2/4. There are currently 9 registered for this program that was designed for boys and girls ages 512. Registration was through Whitemarsh via Community Pass and classes were to be taught indoors at the Parks & Recreation Building.
Participants had to register for the entire course and the cost was $45.00 for Whitemarsh Residents and $53.00 for Non-Residents. There will
also be a second session to take place 4/8-4/29 same time and location. New this year is an Adult Karate workshop to be held on January 18th at
7:00pm, however no one is currently registered.
Theatre Horizon Programming
Theatre Horizon will offer two separate weeks of summer camp in 2022. Both sessions will take place outdoors at Koontz Park 9:00am-3:00pm.
Session 1 will occur 7/11-7/15 (10 registered) and Session 2 8/8-8/12 (11 registered).
Parents Night Out
Parents Night Out allows parents to drop off children 5:00pm-10:00pm for a night filled crafts, games, pizza, juice/water, and movies indoors at
the Miles Park Building! The fee for residents per child is $25.00 and non-residents $28.00. On Saturday, December 18th, 2021, Parents Night
Out had a total of 12 children ages 3-11 that met at the Parks & Recreation Building at 4021 Joshua Road, Lafayette Hill, PA 19444. The program
took place 5:00pm-10:00pm and Annie Masico, Supervisor and Kelly Cahill, part-time staff were the staff in charge. Children came in pajamas,
engaged in crafts, games, snacks, and ended the night with a holiday movie, pizza, and juice or water. We look forward to the 2022 line-up
which is the following: January 22nd, February 12th, March 19th, and April 30th!
Whitemarsh Virtual Recreation Book Club
Whitemarsh Parks and Recreation Virtual Recreation Book Club has been zooming along every month since January 2021! Participants must
purchase or rent the books on their own and then join via Zoom for a virtual forum to discuss everything from characters, plots, favorite scenes,
etc.! December’s book was “The Bookkeeper of Aleppo” by Christie Lefteri and had 5 attendees. This is a great virtual program option that has
been consistent every month! We are continuing this program in 2022 with the following dates and books; January 2022- "The Hare with
Amber Eyes" by Edmund De Waal (1/25/22) and February 2022- "Good Company" by Cynthia Sweeney (2/23).
Chess Classes with Shining Knights Chess
Shining Knights Chess Fall classes are scheduled to occur for a 10 week stretch from February 3rd through April 7th at Koontz Park in Program
Room A. Currently there is 4 registrants without any promotion beyond the Recreator, so there is a good chance the program will begin in the
next few weeks
Mommy and Me: Princess Day + Super Hero Day
Mommy and Me: Princess Day and Super Hero Day are scheduled for 4/2 and 4/16 in the Cedar Grove Courtyard from 10:30am to 12pm.
Currently there are no registrations for either, but these programs have succeeded in the past with a flurry of late registrations. The princesses
and superheroes will work with Mom (or Dad) to complete crafts, listen to storytime and meet an adult princess or superhero!
Draw in the Park with Young Rembrandts Camp
Draw in the Park has four 4 week sessions slated for the Spring on either Thursdays after school or Saturday mornings! Due to the COVID
outbreak, session 1 was cancelled on account of low registration, but all registrants were transferred to a future session. Moving forward with
the sessions, we hope to have at least 2 classes per session running! Session 2 is set to begin on February 17th and 19th.
Afternoon Games: Bridge, Mah Jongg and Bingo
Afternoon Games return in the spring was delayed due to the recent COVID outbreak. Now set to begin in February, participants are excited to
get back together and meet again following a very fun and successful Fall session! Another exciting development is the addition of Bingo to the
first Wednesday of each month as it will add to the fun our participants will have. These programs are helped made possible by Panera Bread,
as they provide us with the donations necessary for the games on a weekly basis.
Indoor Tennis with Magarity Tennis Club
Also returning to our program schedule in the Spring is Indoor Tennis with Magarity Tennis Club. This program is a collaboration with a number
of other local recreation centers for 5 week long tennis sessions. For session 4 a new limit was implemented so that Magarity could fit everyone
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from the local townships, while also pleasing their personal registrations. Due to the limited space afforded to Whitemarsh, the majority of our
allotments in the spring are filled!
Lil Sports – On the Move!
A new addition to the indoor slate, Lil Sports is working to get kids moving! Scheduled to run in Program Room A from February 3rd through
February 24th on Thursday mornings. With the goal of getting pre-school kids out of the house, running around and playing sports, this has the
potential to be a hit program in Whitemarsh! There’s currently one participant, but there’s hope that more will join in the coming weeks.
Science Discoveries – Mad Science
A new STEM program, Science discoveries aims to teach kids a variety of science phenomena, while presenting them with an item to take home
after each lesson. Learning about science topics such as insects, machines, weather and more, the participants are set to learn science in a fun
way! Session 1 is set for March 7th through April 25th and currently has one registration.
Facebook Events
We continue to utilize Facebook events as they have been instrumental in promoting our events and programs such as, Clothing Drive, Winter
Wonderland Hayride, Township Day 2022 etc. They allow us to update the information if the programs are postponed or cancelled due to
weather and to post updates to the events. Most recently we bought a paid advertising boost from Facebook for the Clothing Drive. The data
from Facebook shows engaged interest and lots of shares and likes of the events. We plan to continue to utilize this option for future events.
Whitemarsh Elementary E-Folders
Emily Moore has continued to coordinate with Lori Ferro, Community Relations/Public Relations Secretary from Colonial School District,
regarding marketing Whitemarsh Township Parks & Recreations upcoming programs and events. Most recently, Emily shared information on
Parents Night Out 2022 and the Clothing Drive flyers.
Free Event Posting
Emily Moore continues to use the free event websites offered such as Patch.com, More than the Curve, the Chamber of Commerce for Greater
Montgomery County, and MetroKids to promote our events. These sites provide a free and effective marketing tool for the department’s
special events and programs.
EXCURSIONS
There are no excursions planned at this time given the COVID pandemic.
SPECIAL EVENTS
Fall “Eat and Enjoy” Senior Social Series
The 2021 Fall Eat & Enjoy Social Series kicked off on Thursday, October 21st, 2021, 12:00pm-2:00pm. The social took place at the Parks &
Recreation Building located at 4021 Joshua Road, Lafayette Hill, PA 19444. Staff and participants were particularly excited about this event as
the Eat & Enjoy Socials have not run since February 2020, due to COVID. Dessert, coffee, and tea were available for participants and when they
entered, they received a raffle ticket for the chance to win the Halloween-themed flower arrangements in mason jars. There was a total of 34
participants that attended the social. Street Side BBQ catered the event and the menu included pulled chicken, pulled pork, smoked veggie
medley, potato salad, and cornbread. There were also rolls to make sandwiches, salad, chips, lemonade, iced tea, and water. Entertainment for
the afternoon was presented by Al Grout, a juggler, magician, and comedian all in one, who had the crowd laughing and engaged the entire
time. Guests were also given flyers for upcoming events such as book club, the remaining socials, witch’s hayride, gingerbread house decorating
party, parents’ night out, and the 5th annual MLK clothing drive fundraiser. The social ended with many applauds and excitement for the future
Fall Eat & Enjoy Series!
The November Eat & Enjoy Social took place on Thursday, November 18th, 2021, 12:00pm-2:00pm. The social took place at the Parks &
Recreation Building located at 4021 Joshua Road, Lafayette Hill, PA 19444. Panera pastries, coffee, and tea were available for participants and
when they arrived, and they received a raffle ticket for the chance to win the fall-themed flower arrangements. There was a total of 39
participants that attended the social. Street Side BBQ catered the event and the Thanksgiving themed menu included sliced turkey, cranberry
sauce, garlic mashed potatoes, stuffing, collard greens, and cornbread. This was the first time we printed a paper menu for the guests, and it
added a special touch! There were also rolls which were generously donated by Conshohocken Italian Bakery, garden salad, lemonade, iced tea,
peach tea, diet Coke, and water. Entertainment for the afternoon was presented by Castles in the Sky, husband, and wife musicians and singers.
The seniors loved the different genre of music and had a great afternoon listening and singing along to some favorite tunes. Guests were also
given flyers for upcoming events such as book club, the remaining social, gingerbread house decorating party, parents’ night out, and the 5th
annual MLK clothing drive fundraiser. The next social will take place on Wednesday, December 15th for a holiday theme and a performance by
Runamuk Quartet Barbershop. There are already 16 registered!
The events take place from 12pm-2pm, cost is $10.00, and includes lunch and entertainment. Pre-registration is required.
Fall Wells Street Clean-Up Day
On Saturday, October 16th we held our Annual Fall Education/Clean-Up at the Wells Street Open Space from 8am-11am. We had tremendous
turnout with 64 participants. Enviroteers were from PWHS Interact Club, PWHS National Honor Society, PWHS IB Club, PWHS National Junior
Honor Society, Boy Scout Troop 216, Spring Mill Fire Station 45, Scouts BSA Troop 12 and Troop 1140, CPW Rotary, Whole Foods, Zollers
Ecological Restoration, Jolly Green Giant Landscaping, and several local residents. It was a great day of education, environmental cleanups
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involving invasives and vines, collecting trash and debris, and improving the trails. It was an amazing “Enviroteer” Team!!! Our gratitude goes
out to our sponsors Whole Foods, Militia Hill Security, and Gilmore and Associates. We will look forward to continuing this tradition in the
spring and fall of 2022.
Teenie Halloweenie
The annual Teenie Halloweenie special event took place on Tuesday, October 19th, 2021, from 9:00am-10:00am and 10:30am-11:30am. The
first timeslot had a total of 13 children and the second had 36 children dressed in costumes! There was a total of 49 children altogether,
accompanied by at least one adult for each timeslot, tallying to nearly 98 for the entire day. The mini youth event was held outdoors at the
Cedar Grove Park in front at the courtyard, located at 100 Cedar Grove Road, Conshohocken, PA 19428. Whitemarsh Township Parks &
Recreation staff members Emily Moore and Jon Walker ran the event. Drinks and snacks such as juice, water, clementine’s, cheese sticks, fruit
snacks, chips, cookies, and pretzels were set out in individually packed bags and containers to maintain cleanliness. As guests arrived, they
received a raffle ticket for the chance to win a manicure and pedicure to a local Whitemarsh nail salon or a gift card to Brambles the local
Whitemarsh florist. They also got fun trick-or-treat bags. Also, they could win a Halloween-themed tumbler if they guessed the closest to the
amount of candy corn in the jar. Participants created lollipop ghosts, decorated paper pumpkins, and Halloween themed arts and crafts. The
Whitemarsh Art Center put together coloring books and packaged crayons for all participants to take home or color with at the event. The
littles one who were dressed up in costumes were able to walk around the Barn and show off their costumes as a group. There were Halloween
themed temporary tattoos, chalk, and prizes to keep the 2–6-year-olds busy. Colorful Halloween themed balloons were decorated around the
courtyard. Children Halloween music was played throughout the event. Each participant received a do-it-yourself Halloween trick-or-treat bag.
They were able to draw on the bag and create designs of their own! Emily read Halloween themed picture books to the children in spaced out
chairs. Program/community partner, Marianne from Purposeful Play, attended and held a play/sensory session for the children and danced to
songs with each group. Fit4Mom, an additional community partner, attended and handed out crayons and coloring pages. AFC Urgent Care
Conshohocken attended and had candy and baggies for the kiddos. Lastly, DeStolfo’s Premier Martial Arts attended and gave out fun safety tips
for Halloween and did an interactive karate lesson with both groups.
Witch’s Hayride
On Wednesday, October 27th and Thursday, October 28th from 5:00pm to 9:00pm we held the Witches of Whitemarsh Hayride! Over the course
of the two nights, there was over 450 participants registered for the hayride, including around 50 of those participants were from Whitemarsh
Girls Softball. Split up into fifteen-minute time slots, the participants had room on the hayride to fit the whole family, while also not being
overly crowded. The hayride was a resounding success, as the participants took the holiday light-illuminated hayride throughout Cedar Grove
Park and stopped to visit the Witches of Whitemarsh at their home in Cedar Grove Barn. Our Witches greeted the visitors with delight as they
brewed their bone stew, told the visitors some candy-corny witch jokes, and wished them a Happy Halloween with a cookie for the road! Our
partner, Kona Ice, joined us at the hayride for both nights selling shaved ice and hot chocolate, while the department made almost $200
additional revenue in glow stick and walk-up sales!
Friends of Hope Lodge hosts Revolutionary War Reenactment
Saturday, November 6, 2021, 10 AM to 4 PM the Friends of Hope Lodge, a volunteer group that manages the historic site for the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission will host their 40th annual encampment re-enactment. Since 1982, Hope Lodge has held re-enactments to
commemorate the time from November 2 to December 11, 1777 when General George Washington and the Continental Army encamped in the
Whitemarsh Hills surrounding Hope Lodge. Come and experience 18th century life in the Whitemarsh Valley. Reenactors dressed in authentic
American and British uniforms will march to the beat of fife and drum and demonstrate the military tactics used during Revolutionary War.
Skirmishes on the grounds are scheduled for 11:00 am & 2:00 pm. After the skirmish, come visit a troop encampment where women in colonial
dress cook over an open fire and children play colonial games. Other events occurring during the day include blacksmith and beer brewing
demonstrations, a Lecture & book signing by Michael C. Harris, author of Brandywine: A Military History of the Battle that Lost Philadelphia but
Saved America, September 11, 1777 and Germantown: A Military History of the Battle for Philadelphia, October 4, 1777, children’s activities
including a Children's Muster Drill and scavenger hunt, and Open Hearth Cooking Demonstrations. The Hope Lodge mansion will be open for
tours. Sutlers, bake sale, and food will be available for purchase. Come and enjoy the day. Admission charged. Information at
http://www.historichopelodge.org/encampment
Gingerbread House Decorating Party
Whitemarsh Township Parks & Recreation hosted the annual Gingerbread House Decorating Party on Sunday, December 12th, 2021. In 2020
we held this event virtually and added a twist to make it a contest. This year we were back to normal with a few changes and added
excitement! The family friendly special event was held at the Cedar Grove Barn located at 100 Cedar Grove Road, Conshohocken, PA 19428.
Whitemarsh Township Parks & Recreation Program Coordinator Emily Moore organized and hosted the event. Part-time Recreation Services
Assistant Jake O'Loughlin assisted. Due to safety reasons and popularity of the event in the past, there were two sessions offered for preregistration. There was a total of 21 gingerbread house registrations for Session 1, which was held 10:00am-12:00pm. There was a total of 40
individuals in attendance. The second session began at 1:00pm and concluded at 3:00pm. There were 13 houses registered to decorate their
very own gingerbread house and 25 individuals all together for the second session. Overall, there were 65 total individuals that attended the
special event. Due to COVID-19 cases on the rise, we believe this had to do with the lower attendance and registration. Even with two separate
sessions, masks required indoors, and not providing candy to limit spreading germs, numbers were nearly half of what we typically see. Bottled
water, and hot chocolate were available for participants to enjoy. In addition, each group in both sessions had the chance to win the raffle for
one large plain pizza from Amici Vicinato’s. Holiday-themed music played while families and friends decorated, and an image of a fireplace and
holiday decorations was displayed on the television to make the atmosphere cozy. Winter/spring/summer 2022 flyers were handed out to
participants. WTPR magnets, pens, and hand sanitizer were also available for participants to take home. The children were able to take home
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sunglasses with Whitemarsh Parks & Recreation written on them as a parting gift. Both sessions went very well, and we look forward to the
next year of the Gingerbread House Decorating Party on Sunday, December 11th, 2022!
2nd Annual “Light-Up Whitemarsh” Holiday Lights Contest
Light Up Whitemarsh would be offered as a free-to-participate holiday lights contest event. Residents of Whitemarsh Township, many of whom
already decorate for the holidays, would be able to enter their home’s outdoor holiday lights display into the contest, to have the chance to be
named one of Whitemarsh Township’s best.
Registration & Participation:
Residents of Whitemarsh Township only, would enter the contest by completing a registration form on CommunityPass, our Department’s webbased registration system. On the registration form, interested participants will be required to provide their home’s address, a point of contact,
and indicate if they consent to their address being listed on the Light Up Whitemarsh tour map, which would be optional.
Entry Requirements & Judging:
Once a resident enters their display into the contest, the only other thing required of them, is to ensure that their displays are turned on during
the specified judgement time, which is still to be determined. A small panel of judges will be assembled to traverse the township, scoring each of
the displays entered to determine the winners. The winning displays will have award signs placed in their yard, letting passerby’s know of their
accomplishment. The individuals that will make up the judging panel, as well as the scoring criteria, are yet to be determined.
Event Tour Map & Winners List:
At the conclusion of the contest, a Light Up Whitemarsh Tour Map, will be made available by the Whitemarsh Township Parks & Recreation
Department. The map will display the locations entered in the contest, including the winning entries, so that other families in and around
Whitemarsh can also enjoy the wonderful, local, displays. The Tour Map will be made available on the Township website, social media pages,
and other relevant publications.
Recommended Event Timeline:
Promotion and Registration for the event: Begin ASAP
Registration Deadline: Wednesday, December 8th
Judging: Dec. 11th or Dec. 12th Evening (dependent on judging panel availability) – 5:30pm-10:00pm
Notify Winners – Place Yard Sign Awards: Monday, December 13th
Make Tour Map Available to Public: Tuesday, December 14th
This year we had 29 houses registered in our contest. Our judges spent about 5 hours driving throughout the Township looking at the amazing
displays. This year was much more difficult to judge and decide because of the amazing displays. After much consideration, the judges have
awarded the following winners.
1st Place – 209 Germantown Pike
2nd Place- 6009 Musket Road
3rd Place- 17 Taylor Road
Next year, per the judges’ recommendations we will be creating categories and having a winner in each category as they feel it will be easier to
judge as well as let the homeowner decide which category to participate in.
2022 - Eat & Enjoy Senior Social Series
March 17th is the next social which is a Saint Patrick’s Day Special with a performance by The King Brothers, an acoustic musical duo. There are
already 16 registered. In addition, we will skip the month of April due to Township Day and end the spring season on May 19th for a springtime
special with a performance by Stephen Dijoseph, a pianist and vocalist.
Magic McSnowflake
Magic Mcsnowflake has returned to the park system as of the first week in January. Magic has already been to three of our parks this season,
Cedar Grove, Koontz Park and Miles. Magic McSnowflakes friend Crystal Northfrost will be joining him in February.
MLK, Jr. Clothing Drive 2022
The request for a pick-up date was submitted and approved for Friday, January 21st, 2022, at the Cedar Grove Barn between 10:00am-11:00am.
A flyer has been created and Facebook event as well. This will mark the fifth annual MLK clothing drive fundraiser! Proceeds support
Whitemarsh Township Day 2022 and the Colonial Neighborhood Council. The event is collecting in standard size kitchen trash bags (13-gallon
bags or any drawstring garbage bags): Usable and wearable men's, women's, and children's clothing and shoes, accessories; belts, handbags,
hats, scarves, ties, gloves, etc. (no hangers). The drop off location is at the Cedar Grove Barn- 100 Cedar Grove Road, Conshohocken, PA 19428.
The drop off dates & times are Wednesday, January 12th 8AM-2PM, Thursday, January 13th 8AM-2PM, Friday, January 14th 8AM-2PM,
Saturday, January 15th 8AM-12PM, and Monday, January 17th 8AM-2PM (Martin Luther King Day of Service. If staff are not on site, those can
drop off bags under the overhang. The last drop off date is Thursday, January 20th 8pm. Those who donate can receive tax reduction receipts. If
staff are not on site, they can visit the Koontz Park office for a receipt.
Whitemarsh Winter Wonderland Hayride
This popular Winter event will be held on Tuesday, January 18th and Thursday, January 20th in the evening. Unfortunately, the 2022 mini-event
was cancelled because of low registrations (13 people). We attribute this to the escalation in the COVID cases.
Valenteenie’s Day 2022
Valenteenie’s Day is back for the second year in a row! This mini youth event will take place Monday, February 14th at the Cedar Grove Barn.
Weather pending, activities will be held outside. There will be music, story time, snacks, games, and special appearances from DeStolfo’s
Karate, Purposeful Play, and Fit4mom. There are two sessions offered, 9:00am-10:00am (0 registered) and 10:30am-11:30am (3 registered).
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Shamrocks in the Park
Shamrocks in the park will debut in March. Participants will have to find 4 matching shamrocks in a given park and post all 4 photos onto our
facebook page for a chance to win a prize every week.
Spring Shredding Day
Scheduled for March 5th, the Spring Shredding day trucks have been reserved and our volunteer group (Whitemarsh EMS) has been sent the
volunteer agreement for the day. Looking forward to having another successful event!
Township Day
We are currently awaiting quotes from both ride and tent companies. Due to the cost increase we are obtaining at least three written quotes
from three different companies. We will be getting registration information up and running in CommuinityPass in late January to start accepting
registrations.
PARKS/FACILITIES-PROJECTS UPDATES
The DVRPC (DCNR) Grant (Phase 1- $10,000) of the $40,000 feasibility study for the Miracle-Nature Trail has been completed. This phase
involved an engineering topographic study and determining trail opportunities given PECO parameters. The Township received PECO approval
to apply once a feasibility study is completed and the plan is formulated. The approval to move forward with a submittal is based on the
concept discussions. The phase 1 report was due in December of 2020 but was submitted to the DVRPC 2020 Quarterly Report (Qtr. 1) and
accepted. The Township received notification that it received a grant for $40,000 from DCNR-C2P2 which will match the funding for the
feasibility study (no Township Match required). The Township received and returned the agreement from DCNR and held the introductory call
in March to initiate process. The Township staff worked with the Township engineer firm to provide the scope and budget for the remainder of
the project to DVRPC and DCNR for approvals to proceed with funding (it was approved this summer 2020). The Township received the initial
funding payment from DCNR in the amount of $20,000 which has been deposited to Finance. The Township submitted an RFP budget waiver
request for the project to save dollars with both entities. Township Staff met with Gilmore Associates to complete the planning for the
remaining DCNR and DVRPC request documents. The Township has executed the DVRPC Grant addendum in the amount of $30,000 (this is the
2nd phase of the $40,000 noted above from DVRPC). Documents have been submitted and approved by the entities. Key Person Interviews are
completed. The six-month progress report for period ending 12-31-20 has been submitted to DCNR and DVRPC. The first Steering Study
Committee meeting was held on Thursday, January 14th at 6pm via Zoom. A project landing page has been created on the Whitemarsh
Township Parks and Recreation Website to provide public information on the project, publicize the public survey with a link, and promote
public workshops. Feel free to direct any community members who may inquire about the project here. The public survey went live the week
of 2/22/21 and ran through 3/19/21. The Township publicized the survey through social media outlets including the e-blasts Whitemarsh
Weekly news and Departmental outreach. It was also placed on the Miles Park Corner Sign. The MNT Landing Page on the Parks and
Recreation Website went live on 2/22/21. A Public Meeting has been scheduled (Zoom) – Presentation and Listening Session - was held on
Thursday, April 15th,2021 at 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm. The next Steering Committee Meeting was held on Thursday, May 20th. The committee
members were updated on the ongoing project tasks and the deliverables completed, thus far. The committee also reviewed and provided their
feedback to the draft concept plan and discussed upcoming public and committee meetings & events for the Miracle-Nature Trail Feasibility
Study project. A Public Walk-Through the Site with Bob Thomas scheduled for Tuesday, July 6th was postponed to July 20th due to inclement
weather (participants must register in advance). The Department submitted a Progress Report #2 to the DVRPS and reimbursement sheet for
the grant committals. The Whitemarsh Township Miracle-Nature Trail Project Team held the “Guided Miracle-Nature Trail Public Walk (OnSite) on Tuesday, July 20th, 2021, at 6pm. Robert Thomas of Campbell & Thomas Architects lead the group on a guided walking tour beginning
at the Hector Street section by Spring Mill Fire Company, the group then met at Cedar Grove Park and moved to Wells Street Nature section
walking towards the Schuylkill River overlook taking in the vast views of the area. Next, the walk headed back across Wells Street and went to
the Miracle section walking to the peak and looking to the horizon at Butler Pike, examining potential community connections and enjoying
several deer prancing playfully in the evening sunset. Robert Thomas was particularly insightful with his trail history, expertise, and
architectural knowledge with some compelling comparisons and stories. The Public Walk was well attended despite the summer heat and
contained lots of good information sharing, feedback, and discussion. A Neighborhood Focus Group Meeting was held on Thursday, August 26th
at 6pm at the Cedar Grove Barn. 46 invitations were sent by mail to adjacent property owners to register for the event. There was a
presentation for attendees including an overview of the project (background, location, goals), site analysis and PECO guidelines, history,
timeline, Summary of Neighbor Concerns – buffering-privacy, alignment, lighting, restrooms, maintenance, existing natural character, and
feedback (Q and A). There were also handouts provided to the participants. The next Steering Committee meeting was held on Thursday,
September 23rd at 6pm via Zoom. The Final Public Presentation and Listening Session was held on for Thursday, October 21st at 6pm via Zoom.
The Miracle-Nature Trail Steering Committee held their fourth and final meeting, virtually, on Thursday, November 18th, 2021. The committee
received the DRAFT Feasibility Study for review two weeks prior to the meeting for review. At the Zoom meeting, Steering Committee
members were welcomed and provided feedback on the DRAFT Feasibility Study. The feedback will be incorporated into the FINAL DRAFT
Feasibility Study. Bob Shoemaker, Jr., Chair of the Steering Committee made a motion to accept and recommend the FINAL DRAFT Feasibility
Study with the included recommendations from the meeting. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. Next, there was a review of
the remaining timeline for the Feasibility Study.
The timeline was announced as follows (subject to change):
February 1st, 2022 – Parks and Recreation Board – Presentation, Feedback, and Recommendation (Public Meeting at the Whitemarsh
Administration Building) at 7pm. (Note that the FINAL DRAFT Feasibility Study will be provided to the Parks and Recreation Board and posted on
the Miracle-Nature Trail Landing Page two weeks prior to the meeting for review.)
March-April, 2022 (TBD) – Board of Supervisors – Presentation, Feedback, and Adoption.
In closing, the Project Team and Whitemarsh Township thanked the Steering Committee for their diligent work in the Miracle-Nature Trail
Feasibility Study process.
The six-month progress report was submitted to DCNR and DVROC in December and accepted.
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DCNR – Miles Park Phase II Development Grant - Whitemarsh Township, $219,000, Rehabilitation and further development of Miles Park,
Whitemarsh Township, Montgomery County. Work to include construction of pavilion, basketball courts and pedestrian walkways; installation
of play equipment with required safety surfacing and lighting; ADA access, landscaping, project sign and other related site improvements.
PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 2021 Community Conservation Partnerships Program Grants - The DCNR Recreation and
Conservation grant program is funded with a variety of state and federal funding sources including, the Keystone Recreation, Park and
Conservation Fund (Key 93) which includes Key[1]Community and Key-Land Trust; the Environmental Stewardship Fund (ESF); the federal Land
and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF); Pennsylvania Recreational Trails (PRT - federal source); Pennsylvania Heritage Area Program (HA); ATV
Management Restricted Account (ATV); and the Snowmobile Management Restricted Account (SNOW). The initial grant “kick-off” call was held
with DCNR and Township officials on Thursday, January 20th at 12pm. The grant timeline for completion is from 1-1-22 to 12-31-25. The next
step in the process is for the Township to receive the contractual documents from DCNR and then there will be an in-depth review call with
DCNR and the Township Grant Team.
Redtail Restoration performed invasive plant management in Koontz Park and the McCarthy Park Basin in January.
Jolly Green Giant landscaping performed some winter clean-up at Koontz Park.
Non-slip steps were added to the Art Center Steps.
Fixed the heat at the Miles Park Building (Room A) – twice.
Had to have oil replaced at the art center because they ran the tank dry again (he has told them to keep the heat down) He had to bleed the
lines.
Fixed the Boiler at Koontz Park.
Checked all 50 Keys on the Master key board. Franco found 6 that don’t work and replaced them with working keys.
The Fire Marshall performed an inspection of the Parks and Recreation Buildings (and WAC). All items have been completed to be in regulatory
compliance.
Outside of recurring indoor rentals for Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, YAP and Fit4Mom, indoor rentals have been postponed until March due to the
recent COVID outbreak. In the next few weeks, the field rentals will be re-upped for the various Whitemarsh Athletic Association teams as we
look forward to the spring season beginning!
The park system was winterized on Thursday, November 18th. This includes closing exterior restrooms (prevent freezing pipes), posting signage
and board of winterization no trail clearing process, turning off water fountains, and moving a Port-A-Potty from Valley Green Park to Miles
Park for the Winter. The Basketball Court lights were shut off approximately December 1st for the season.
Thank you to the Tree Tenders Program for planting many trees in both Miles Park and Cedar Grove Park on November 20th. They also planted
2 trees in Cold Point Park.
The Veteran’s Monument at Miles Park has been completed and looks great. The formal dedication took place on November 6th, 2021.
Signal Fire Protection performed the annual fire extinguisher inspection on 10-6-21 of the Parks and Recreation Buildings.
The Greenhouse at Koontz Park received a new “Greenhouse Program” sign attached to the building above the entryway. It looks great!
A new permanent Playground Safety sign was installed at the Cedar Grove Park playground.
Red Tail Restoration cleared Mugwort from the fence at McCarthy Basin on 9/8/2021. In addition, Japanese Stilt Grass was removed by the
beginning of the outflow woods by the path. There was also the removal of several Bradford Pear from within the basin at McCarthy Basin.
Lastly, there was Mugwort removal on the edge of the outflow woods by the berm of the basin worked on 10/4/2021.
Red Tail Restoration has been contracted to clean-up the stormwater basin at Koontz Park and the surrounding Park area from invasives. They
began their work on September 24th cleaning out the Basin of invasives.
New AED units have been installed in the Parks and Recreation Buildings. We now have them in ALL the Parks and Recreation Buildings (and
the Whitemarsh Art Center). Our thanks to Nick Weaver and Jon Walker for their efforts with this project!
1 White Oak, 1 Bur Oak and 1 Swamp White Oak were planted at Miles Park as part of the Whitemarsh Township Tree Tenders Program.
A new outlet was installed on the exterior of the Miles Park Building.
MISCELLANEOUS
Franco Cappabianca attended for the PRPS Fall On-line Playground Maintenance Class on October 12th.
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Tom Blomstrom completed the FEMA National Incident Management System (NIMS) Training on-line for IS-100, IS-200, IS-700, and IS-800
Certifications on October 22nd and October 24th.
Tom Blomstrom attended the DCNR Fall 2021 Virtual Grant Workshop for Recreation and Conservation Projects – Eastern PA Counties. The
workshop was held on Thursday, November 4th. It is a requirement of the 2022 DCNR Grant process.
A big thank you to Leslie Gurland and her volunteer clean-up team from Lux Global Label for performing a Parks Clean-Up on Friday, November
5th.
Tom Blomstrom attended the New Jersey League of Municipalities Conference in November.
The DECA service club from PWHS performed a clean-up of Township Parks on 11-14-21.
Robert Vandegrift attended a Zoom webinar hosted by the ELRC – 17 in regards to improving Cedar Grove Summer Camps STARs rating on
Tuesday, November 16th at 1:00pm.
Emily Moore attended two PSU Public Entity Leadership Certificate virtual classes for the fall 2021 season. She attended Departmental
Leadership on Thursday, September 30th and Public Entity Risk Management on Thursday, October 14th. She has two remaining classes in the
course which she plans on finishing in spring of 2022.
Emily Moore. Jon Walker, and Rob Vandegrift were recently certified in National Incident Management System (NIMS) for 100C and 700B
categories on Monday, November 8th.
Tom Blomstrom is taking part in the PA PRPS Director’s Roundtable 2022. The first session is scheduled for January 26th via zoom.
Respectfully submitted,
Thomas J. Blomstrom, Director of Parks and Recreation
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
To:

Richard Mellor, Township Manager

From:

Thomas Blomstrom, Director of Parks and Recreation

Subject:

Facility Improvements and Projects Updates

Date:

February 4, 2022

The Parks and Recreation Department is happy to provide the following facility updates during the past several months.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Koontz Park/Building/Greenhouse –
•
Jolly Green Giant landscaping performed some winter clean-up at Koontz Park.
•
Fixed the Boiler at Koontz Park.
•
The Greenhouse at Koontz Park received a new “Greenhouse Program” sign attached to the building above the entryway. It looks great!
•
Red Tail Restoration has been contracted to clean-up the stormwater basin at Koontz Park and the surrounding Park area from invasives.
They began their work on September 24th cleaning out the Basin of invasives.
Miles Park – Pavilion/Concession Stand/Fields/Playgrounds/Basketball Courts –
•
The Veteran’s Monument at Miles Park has been completed and looks great. The formal dedication took place on November 6th, 2021.
•
1 White Oak, 1 Bur Oak and 1 Swamp White Oak were planted at Miles Park as part of the Whitemarsh Township Tree Tenders Program.
Miles Park Building –
•
Fixed the heat at the Miles Park Building (Room A) – twice.
•
A new outlet was installed on the exterior of the Miles Park Building.
Whitemarsh Art Center –
•
Non-slip steps were added to the Art Center Steps.
•
Had to have oil replaced at the art center because they ran the tank dry again (he has told them to keep the heat down) He had to
bleed the lines.
Cedar Grove Park •

A new permanent Playground Safety sign was installed at the Cedar Grove Park playground.

McCarthy Park-Trails •
Red Tail Restoration cleared Mugwort from the fence at McCarthy Basin on 9/8/2021. In addition, Japanese Stilt Grass was
removed by the beginning of the outflow woods by the path. There was also the removal of several Bradford Pear from within the basin
at McCarthy Basin. Lastly, there was Mugwort removal on the edge of the outflow woods by the berm of the basin worked on
10/4/2021.
Grants -

•
The DVRPC (DCNR) Grant (Phase 1- $10,000) of the $40,000 feasibility study for the Miracle-Nature Trail has been
completed. This phase involved an engineering topographic study and determining trail opportunities given PECO parameters. The Township
received PECO approval to apply once a feasibility study is completed and the plan is formulated. The approval to move forward with a
submittal is based on the concept discussions. The phase 1 report was due in December of 2020 but was submitted to the DVRPC 2020
Quarterly Report (Qtr. 1) and accepted. The Township received notification that it received a grant for $40,000 from DCNR-C2P2 which will
match the funding for the feasibility study (no Township Match required). The Township received and returned the agreement from DCNR
and held the introductory call in March to initiate process. The Township staff worked with the Township engineer firm to provide the scope
and budget for the remainder of the project to DVRPC and DCNR for approvals to proceed with funding (it was approved this summer 2020).
The Township received the initial funding payment from DCNR in the amount of $20,000 which has been deposited to Finance. The
Township submitted an RFP budget waiver request for the project to save dollars with both entities. Township Staff met with Gilmore
Associates to complete the planning for the remaining DCNR and DVRPC request documents. The Township has executed the DVRPC
Grant addendum in the amount of $30,000 (this is the 2nd phase of the $40,000 noted above from DVRPC). Documents have been submitted
and approved by the entities. Key Person Interviews are completed. The six-month progress report for period ending 12-31-20 has been
submitted to DCNR and DVRPC. The first Steering Study Committee meeting was held on Thursday, January 14th at 6pm via Zoom. A
project landing page has been created on the Whitemarsh Township Parks and Recreation Website to provide public information on the
project, publicize the public survey with a link, and promote public workshops. Feel free to direct any community members who may inquire

Thomas Blomstrom
Director of Parks and Recreation
2391 Harts Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-828-7276 x 2401
Email: Tblomstrom@whitemarshtwp.org

about the project here. The public survey went live the week of 2/22/21 and ran through 3/19/21. The Township publicized the survey
through social media outlets including the e-blasts Whitemarsh Weekly news and Departmental outreach. It was also placed on the Miles Park
Corner Sign. The MNT Landing Page on the Parks and Recreation Website went live on 2/22/21. A Public Meeting has been scheduled
(Zoom) – Presentation and Listening Session - was held on Thursday, April 15th,2021 at 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm. The next Steering Committee
Meeting was held on Thursday, May 20th. The committee members were updated on the ongoing project tasks and the deliverables completed,
thus far. The committee also reviewed and provided their feedback to the draft concept plan and discussed upcoming public and committee
meetings & events for the Miracle-Nature Trail Feasibility Study project. A Public Walk-Through the Site with Bob Thomas scheduled for
Tuesday, July 6th was postponed to July 20th due to inclement weather (participants must register in advance). The Department submitted a
Progress Report #2 to the DVRPS and reimbursement sheet for the grant committals. The Whitemarsh Township Miracle-Nature Trail
Project Team held the “Guided Miracle-Nature Trail Public Walk (On-Site) on Tuesday, July 20th, 2021, at 6pm. Robert Thomas of Campbell
& Thomas Architects lead the group on a guided walking tour beginning at the Hector Street section by Spring Mill Fire Company, the group
then met at Cedar Grove Park and moved to Wells Street Nature section walking towards the Schuylkill River overlook taking in the vast views
of the area. Next, the walk headed back across Wells Street and went to the Miracle section walking to the peak and looking to the horizon at
Butler Pike, examining potential community connections and enjoying several deer prancing playfully in the evening sunset. Robert Thomas
was particularly insightful with his trail history, expertise, and architectural knowledge with some compelling comparisons and stories. The
Public Walk was well attended despite the summer heat and contained lots of good information sharing, feedback, and discussion. A
Neighborhood Focus Group Meeting was held on Thursday, August 26th at 6pm at the Cedar Grove Barn. 46 invitations were sent by mail to
adjacent property owners to register for the event. There was a presentation for attendees including an overview of the project (background,
location, goals), site analysis and PECO guidelines, history, timeline, Summary of Neighbor Concerns – buffering-privacy, alignment, lighting,
restrooms, maintenance, existing natural character, and feedback (Q and A). There were also handouts provided to the participants. The next
Steering Committee meeting was held on Thursday, September 23rd at 6pm via Zoom. The Final Public Presentation and Listening Session was
held on for Thursday, October 21st at 6pm via Zoom. The Miracle-Nature Trail Steering Committee held their fourth and final meeting,
virtually, on Thursday, November 18th, 2021. The committee received the DRAFT Feasibility Study for review two weeks prior to the meeting
for review. At the Zoom meeting, Steering Committee members were welcomed and provided feedback on the DRAFT Feasibility Study. The
feedback will be incorporated into the FINAL DRAFT Feasibility Study. Bob Shoemaker, Jr., Chair of the Steering Committee made a motion
to accept and recommend the FINAL DRAFT Feasibility Study with the included recommendations from the meeting. The motion was
seconded and passed unanimously. Next, there was a review of the remaining timeline for the Feasibility Study.
The timeline was announced as follows (subject to change):
February 1st, 2022 – Parks and Recreation Board – Presentation, Feedback, and Recommendation (Public Meeting at the Whitemarsh
Administration Building) at 7pm. (Note that the FINAL DRAFT Feasibility Study will be provided to the Parks and Recreation Board and
posted on the Miracle-Nature Trail Landing Page two weeks prior to the meeting for review.)
March-April, 2022 (TBD) – Board of Supervisors – Presentation, Feedback, and Adoption.
In closing, the Project Team and Whitemarsh Township thanked the Steering Committee for their diligent work in the Miracle-Nature Trail
Feasibility Study process.
The six-month progress report was submitted to DCNR and DVROC in December and accepted.
•
DCNR – Miles Park Phase II Development Grant - Whitemarsh Township, $219,000, Rehabilitation and further development
of Miles Park, Whitemarsh Township, Montgomery County. Work to include construction of pavilion, basketball courts and pedestrian
walkways; installation of play equipment with required safety surfacing and lighting; ADA access, landscaping, project sign and other related site
improvements.
PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 2021 Community Conservation Partnerships Program Grants - The DCNR Recreation
and Conservation grant program is funded with a variety of state and federal funding sources including, the Keystone Recreation, Park and
Conservation Fund (Key 93) which includes Key[1]Community and Key-Land Trust; the Environmental Stewardship Fund (ESF); the federal
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF); Pennsylvania Recreational Trails (PRT - federal source); Pennsylvania Heritage Area Program
(HA); ATV Management Restricted Account (ATV); and the Snowmobile Management Restricted Account (SNOW). The initial grant “kickoff” call was held with DCNR and Township officials on Thursday, January 20th at 12pm. The grant timeline for completion is from 1-1-22 to
12-31-25. The next step in the process is for the Township to receive the contractual documents from DCNR and then there will be an indepth review call with DCNR and the Township Grant Team.
Parks/Facilities/Equipment/Vehicles - General –
•
Checked all 50 Keys on the Master key board. Franco found 6 that don’t work and replaced them with working keys.
•
The Fire Marshall performed an inspection of the Parks and Recreation Buildings (and WAC). All items have been completed to be
in regulatory compliance.
•
Outside of recurring indoor rentals for Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, YAP and Fit4Mom, indoor rentals have been postponed until
March due to the recent COVID outbreak. In the next few weeks, the field rentals will be re-upped for the various Whitemarsh Athletic
Association teams as we look forward to the spring season beginning!
•
The park system was winterized on Thursday, November 18th. This includes closing exterior restrooms (prevent freezing pipes),
posting signage and board of winterization no trail clearing process, turning off water fountains, and moving a Port-A-Potty from Valley Green
Park to Miles Park for the Winter. The Basketball Court lights were shut off approximately December 1st for the season.
•
Thank you to the Tree Tenders Program for planting many trees in both Miles Park and Cedar Grove Park on November 20th.
They also planted 2 trees in Cold Point Park.
•
Signal Fire Protection performed the annual fire extinguisher inspection on 10-6-21 of the Parks and Recreation Buildings.
•
Redtail Restoration performed invasive plant management in Koontz Park and the McCarthy Park Basin in January.
•
New AED units have been installed in the Parks and Recreation Buildings. We now have them in ALL the Parks and Recreation
Buildings (and the Whitemarsh Art Center). Our thanks to Nick Weaver and Jon Walker for their efforts with this project.

Thomas Blomstrom
Director of Parks and Recreation
2391 Harts Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-828-7276 x 2401
Email: Tblomstrom@whitemarshtwp.org

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP

To:

Board of Supervisors

From:

SEAN HALBOM, ASST. TOWNSHIP MANAGER

Subject:

Environmental Initiatives Update

Date:

January 27, 2022

cc:

Township Manager, Richard L. Mellor, Jr.

I am pleased to report on the following projects being discussed and put forward through collaboration
between the Environmental Advisory Board (EAB) and Township staff:
1) Single Use Plastic Ordinance
Local ordinances regulating the use of single use plastics were first proposed in 2019. Nearby municipalities
that have since contemplated enacting similar ordinances including the City of Philadelphia, Lower Merion
Township, and the Borough of Narberth. At their November 2021 meeting, the Whitemarsh EAB agreed to
continue researching an ordinance for Plastic Bag Bans for discussion at a future meeting. The EAB Chair
has also been actively discussing the opportunity with other nearby EAB and EAC leaders from neighboring
communities. Township staff were asked to begin gathering draft ordinances, as they become available.
2) Basin Study
One of EABs recommendations to the Board of Supervisors during the 2020 budget season was for funding
to research Best Management Practices (BMPs) for ongoing basin maintenance. The Township engaged
Natural Lands Trust (NLT) to perform the study in the summer of 2021. A draft copy was recently returned
to EAB leadership who met with NLT and Township Staff to discuss. The final version is expected to be
reviewed during the March 2022 EAB meeting.
To date, the Township has been working with Red Tail Restoration to perform ongoing maintenance in
McCarthy Park Basin. That site has been steadily improving through the removal of invasive species and
improvements to the wooded areas and overflow areas around the basin. The Board of Supervisors
approved a 50% budget increase for basin maintenance in 2022, anticipating the return of the Basin Study.
Finally, EAB leadership and Township staff have recently met with Red Tail Restoration to discuss
incorporating BMPs from the study, into their ongoing work throughout the Township. Potential projects
include improvements to under canopy areas throughout woodlands on Township property. At this time,
we anticipate cordoning off areas within the woodlands to improve incrementally by planting native species
that offer ecological benefits to birds, critters, and pollinator species.

Sean Halbom, MPA
Assistant Township Manager
616 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-825-3535 ext. 2604
Email: shalbom@whitemarshtwp.org

3) Energy Purchase Agreement
The Township’s Energy Purchase Agreement will end this year. The Township last decided upon an energy
agreement through the use of an online marketplace. The agreement we selected sourced 18% of the
energy from renewable sources. The EAB recommends selecting an agreement that sources 100% of its
energy from renewable sources, in keeping with the goals of the RF100 commitment. Township staff are
currently working with an energy professional to compare rates from multiple providers, who purchase
energy and green energy as a commodity, then sell it to consumers on the marketplace.
4) Green Recognition Program
An unaddressed area within both the Township’s Energy Transition Plan and our Sustainable PA goals
includes programs that reach out to businesses and community organizations. The EAB has since designed a
program to recognize businesses and non-for profit organizations that are making efforts to be more
sustainable. Township staff are currently working on finalizing the application for the Township website,
and contacting pilot businesses and organizations to assist with the launch and advertising of the program.

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP

To:

Richard L. Mellor, Jr., Township Manager

From:

SEAN HALBOM, ASST. TOWNSHIP MANAGER

Subject:

2022 Trash and Recycling Contract Update

Date:

January 26, 2022

cc:
The current contracts for Trash and Recycling collection, transportation, and disposal will end on December
31, 2022. The Township has two one-year extension options at its discretion. Our contracts require 90
days’ notice to the current contractor to exercise those extension options. They are:
Trash Free: 2023/Per Residential Address
$254.44/year
Recycle: 2023/Per Residential Address
$91.44/year
If exercised, the total combined annual cost per residential address in 2023 would be $345.88.
Alternatively, the Township may rebid this contract for 2023 forward.

Sean Halbom, MPA
Assistant Township Manager
616 Germantown Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-825-3535 ext. 2604
Email: shalbom@whitemarshtwp.org

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN
2022-2024

Township Building

Township Building Improvements
Meeting Room A/V Upgrades
Sustainable Projects (RF100)
Township Admin Window Replacement
*Replace Generator

Public Works Facility
A/C Unit – Fleet
Central Air with Gas Heat
Salt Brine Equipment

Public Works Equipment

Large Dump Truck, Plow and Spreader
Leaf Machine
Pickup F-250 4x4 w/Plow (3)
Zero Turn Mowers (3)
*10-Wheel Swap Loader (DEP Grant)
*Street Sweeper
*Pipeline Inspection Camera Trailer
*Tire Balancer

Cedar Grove Barn

Water Seal Back Wall
Roof Replacement w/Solar
Cedar Grove Barn Courtyard Wall Repoint
Courtyard Stone, Tables
*Parking Lot Repaving

Miles Park Building (4021 Joshua Road)
Exterior Repair to Wall to Prevent Leaks
Install ADA Bathrooms
Exterior Stucco, Painting Repair

Koontz Park

Playground Resurfacing
Install Backup Generator
Fire Alarm System
*Exterior Painting
Install Main Steel Door

Total BUDGET

2021 Actual

2022

2023

2024

$30,000
$65,000
$30,000
$144,690
$174,500

$8,000
$11,500

$10,000
$65,000
$10,000
$72,345
$174,500

$10,000

$10,000

$10,000
$72,345

$10,000

$10,000
$15,000
$25,000

$7,499
$13,753
$24,187

$103,000

$160,000

$18,550

$263,000
$110,000
$111,000
$35,000
$142,000
$260,000
$110,000
$10,000

$38,953

$68,000
$142,000
$10,000

$20,000
$94,200
$15,000
$10,000
$15,000

$1,385

$10,000
$45,000
$45,000

$20,000
$94,200

$35,000
$260,000
$110,000

$15,000
$10,000

$10,000

$10,000
$15,500
$12,500
$25,000
$13,000

$15,500
$10,827

1

$110,000
$43,000

$15,000

$45,000
$45,000

$10,000
$12,500
$25,000

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN
2022-2024
Parks and Park Equipment

DCNR Miles Park – Phase II Improvements
Replace park structures
Wells St. Open Space Parking Lot
Wells St. Open Space – Footbridge
4x4 Utility Vehicle
ADA Play structures
PECO Trail – Feasibility/Plan w/DCED grant
New Township Sign Board

Police

Body Cameras
*Dispatch Console
*Flooring
Canine
*Variable Message Board

Emergency Management
*Flood Gates
*New Vehicle

Planning/Zoning

Total BUDGET

$220,000
$60,000
$64,000
$35,000
$15,000
$60,000
$10,000
$175,000

2021 Actual

2022

$9,576

$220,000
$20,000

$77,000
$25,000
$30,000
$40,000
$17,200

$20,000
$64,000

$20,000

$75,645
$30,000
$16,500

$60,000
$53,000

$9,000

Creekside Traffic Improvements
Germantown Pk/Flourtown Rd Safety Signals
Westaway Stormwater Project
Pine Tree Outfall Project
Jackson Drive Outfall Project
Pennsylvania Avenue Intelligent Light System
with Upper Dublin

$1,300,000
$350,000
$780,000
$175,000
$500,000

$1,281,527
$54,580
$899,619

TOTAL

$3,775,590

Infrastructure Projects

2024

$10,000
$175,000

$33,000
$16,000
$20,000

Comprehensive Plan Update
Washington Street Feasibility Study
Wayfinding Signage

2023

$35,000
$15,000
$60,000

$25,000
$20,000

$20,000

$20,000

$20,000
$53,000

$20,000

$33,000
$16,000

$15,000

$17,200

$20,000

$350,000
$175,000
$500,000

$12,517
$2,360,745

$2,248,745

$884,345

$530,500

$1,193,365

$392,000

$420,500

$245,000
$922,380

$420,000
$72,345

$110,000

*NEW ITEM

Revenues

Capital Reserve
Bank Loan/2018 Bond Issue
Equipment Reserve
American Rescue Plan Funds
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN
2022-2024
Capital Plan Notes
•

Departments have provided descriptions of the capital requests as needed which are
included in their budget reports.

•

The rainy-day fund represents approximately 23% ($5,486,258) of our general fund
budget which is well over the best practice standard percentage.

•

The 2021 budget includes a transfer of $550,000 to the Capital Reserve Fund to help
fund the Capital Improvement Plan. In 2022 the budget provides an allocation of
$150,000 transfer based on monies available to the budget. Without future transfers to
the Capital Reserve Fund it will inhabit the Township’s ability to fund the Capital
Improvement projects going forward.

•

New items with an asterisk (*) are new to the capital plan. Each Department Head
provided a description in the budget memo explaining the need for the item.

•

Equipment Reserve – we continue the practice of transferring unused expenditures in
the Public Works General Fund account, capital outlay (01430 500742) to purchase a
vehicles and equipment.

•

American Rescue Plan Funds – the Federal Government has provided Whitemarsh
Township with $960,026 in 2021 related to COVID relief. The funds can be spent based
on guidelines issued by the US Treasury Department. We will be receiving the same
amount of funds in 2022. These funds are needed to be spent by 2024. We have
recommended projects related to communications, COVID ventilation and stormwater
all which are eligible expenditures for the funds for your review.
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MEMORANDUM

TO:

Mr. Richard L. Mellor, Jr. - Township Manager

FROM:

Krista Heinrich, PE-Township Engineer

DATE:

February 2, 2022

RE:

Summary of 2022 Capital Improvements Projects

PROJECT NUMBER:

2022-01015

The following information is provided to summarize the status of ongoing and upcoming Capital projects
currently being worked on by the Township Engineer’s office.

Township Capital Improvement Projects
1.

The Reserve at Creekside Intersection Improvements:
As part of the Reserve at Creekside Development, the Township is required to design and
construct improvements to five intersections within 18 months from the first issuance of a building
permit (or as soon as practicable thereafter) in accordance with the approved traffic study and
PennDOT regulations. These intersections are Joshua Road and Flourtown Road, Joshua Road
and Stenton Avenue, Flourtown Road, Cricket Road and Stenton Avenue, and both intersections
of Militia Hill Road and Stenton Avenue. The Township received a Green-Light-Go Grant for the
Joshua Road/Stenton Avenue intersection in the amount of $593,312.00 and a 2019 County
Transportation Program (CTP) grant for the Joshua Road/Flourtown Road intersection in the
amount of $199,504.00 which will help offset the cost of construction. Grant reimbursement was
approved by PennDOT and issued on 7/13/2020. To date, the Township has been issued
$593,312.99 in Green-Light-Go Grant funding.
Militia Hill Road and Stenton Avenue – The traffic light installation project at the two intersections
of Militia Hill Road and Stenton Avenue is complete and the signals were put into full operation on
July 11, 2018.
Stenton/Flourtown/Cricket – The traffic light installation project at the intersection of Stenton
Avenue, Flourtown Road and Cricket Road is complete and the signals were put into full operation
February 2021

65 East Butler Avenue│Suite 100│New Britain, PA 18901│Phone: 215-345-4330│Fax: 215-345-8606
Gilmore & Associates, Inc.
Building on a Foundation of Excellence
www.gilmore-assoc.com
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Joshua/Stenton – The traffic light installation project at the intersection of Joshua Road and
Stenton Avenue, is substantially complete and the signals were put into full operation March 2021.
Joshua/Flourtown –On or about October 18, 2021, final road resurfacing was completed, and the
intersection was fully reopened, with all detours permanently lifted. The project is substantially
complete, and contract closeout is in process.
2.

2022 Road Improvements Program
Segments of the following roadways have been scheduled for rehabilitation: Westaway Drive,
Fields Drive, Red Rambler Drive, Hollyhock Drive, Wisteria Lane, Lilac Lane, Azalea Circle,
Edmonds Road, Rebel Road, Mathers Mill Road, Powderhorn Road, Musket Road, Cannon Hill
Road, Old Eagle Road, Kottler Drive, Juniper Drive, Pine Tree Road, Laurel Drive, Hain Drive.
Base mapping and preparation of construction documents is underway, and the Board of
Supervisors will consider Authorizing bidding of this project on February 10, 2022. It is anticipated
that construction will begin in Spring 2022.

3.

Flourtown & Colonial Intersection Improvements
The purpose of this project is to install a new traffic control signal and left turn lanes at the
intersection of Flourtown Road and Colonial Drive. Field Survey and Base Mapping were
performed and Engineering Design and Preparation of Construction Plans and Traffic Signal
Permit Plans for PennDOT approval is underway. A grant application through the DCED
Multimodal Transportation Fund (MTF) requesting funding in the amount of $1,152,268.00 was
submitted on September 30, 2020, which was not awarded. The Township was awarded a
PennDOT Multimodal Transportation Fund (MTF) grant (application submitted November 6, 2020)
in the amount of $1,107,950.00. In process of obtaining PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit
Plan and Signal Permit Plan approvals. It is anticipated that construction could commence by end
of Year 2022, pending PennDOT permit issuance.

4.

River Road Stabilization
An embankment adjacent River Road suffered slope failure during Tropical Depression Ida and
was recommended to be closed. The damage was inspected, and it was determined that the road
could be reopened, with the lane closest to the damage remaining closed. A temporary signcontrolled lane closure has been put in place allow the road to be reopened. A topographic survey
has been performed, and base plans have been prepared. Engineering Design of a method for
permanent slope stabilization is underway. During a February 2, 2022 Scoping Meeting, FEMA
indicated that the project would be eligible for 100% funding using FEMA and PEMA Public
Assistance Funding. Subject to further FEMA direction, anticipated Construction could be
commence by Fall 2022.

5.

Township Building Rain Garden
DCED grant application submitted 5/26/2021 for a proposed rain garden at the Township Budling,
On 11/24/21 PA DCED announced Whitemarsh was awarded a Grant in the amount of $20,000.
Engineering Design is underway; it is anticipated that construction could commence during the fall
2022 planting season.
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6.

Camp Hill/Bethlehem/Skippack intersection Improvements
ARLE grant application submitted June 30, 2021 to PennDOT for review to fund remaining signal
improvements at Camp Hill/Bethlehem/Skippack intersection. ARLE Scoping Form submitted June
14, 2021. ARLE grant application submitted June 30, 2021. On 12/31/21, the Governor
announced Whitemarsh Township was awarded an ARLE grant in the amount of $453,705.
Awaiting correspondence from the awarding agency related to grant agreement execution. Subject
to further direction from PennDOT, anticipated Construction could commence by end of Year 2022.

7.

Miles Park Improvements (Phase 2)
DCNR Grant application submitted 4/9/2021. Topographic Survey and base mapping completed in
March 2021. On 12/30/21 DCNR announced Whitemarsh was awarded $219,000 for
Rehabilitation and further development of Miles Park. Met 1/20/22 with DCNR to formalize grant.
Once grant agreement is fully executed, another meeting with DCNR will be required to kick-off the
project. Subject to further direction from DCNR, engineering design will commence.

8.

Pine Tree Road Stormwater Improvements Project
The project would involve culvert replacement and armoring at an existing stormwater outfall on
Pine Tree Road. This outfall distributes stormwater runoff from most of the “Whitemarsh Valley
Farms” Neighborhood; improving its functionality will help support the upstream collection and
conveyance system. Topographic Survey is in process of being scheduled. Base mapping and
preparation of construction documents will commence subsequently. It is anticipated that
construction could begin in Early 2023.

9.

Jackson Drive Stormwater Improvements Project
A stormwater collection and conveyance system would be installed on Hain Drive, connecting to an
existing system on Jackson Drive. The new system would help to capture and convey stormwater
runoff through subsurface piping instead of through numerous residential properties. Topographic
Survey is in process of being scheduled. Base mapping and preparation of construction
documents will commence subsequently. It is anticipated that construction will begin in Early 2023.

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
To:

Rick Mellor, Township Manager

From:

Thomas Blomstrom, Director of Parks and Recreation

Subject:

Miracle-Nature Trail Update for the BOS

Date:

January 27, 2022

This memorandum is to provide an update on the Miracle-Nature Trail Feasibility Study.
The six-month progress report was submitted to DCNR and DVRPC in December and accepted.
Announcement: Miracle-Nature Trail FINAL DRAFT Feasibility Study available and Presentation to
the Parks and Recreation Board
Tuesday, February 1, 2022
The Miracle-Nature Trail Project Team is excited to provide the below dropbox link to the Miracle-Nature Trail
FINAL DRAFT Feasibility Study. It is a very large document and as previously noted, the Project Team wanted
to post the document for review prior to the presentation, feedback, and recommendation at the Parks and
Recreation Board meeting on 2-1-22. If you have any comments, questions, or feedback on the Feasibility Study
document prior to the meeting please email Emily Paskewicz from the Project Team in advance. There will be a
public comment period at the meeting.
Dropbox link:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/nlyuim4mbiz3jmt/AABYZWAv7101poI1Rdqvzu-sa?dl=0
Emily Paskewicz, PLA, ASLA, Landscape Architect
Gilmore & Associates, Inc.
65 E. Butler Avenue, Suite 100, New Britain, PA 18901
Main: 215-345-4330 x419 | Fax: 215-345-8606
The Parks and Recreation Board meeting will be in-person at the Miles Park Building – 4021 Joshua Road,
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444 (note location) on Tuesday, February 1st at 7pm. Attendees will be required to wear
masks and social distance.
Future timeline:
March-April, 2022 (TBD) – Board of Supervisors – Presentation, Feedback, and Adoption.
Note that the above has been posted to the Miracle-Nature Trail Landing Page.
https://www.whitemarshtwp.org/564/Miracle-Nature-Trail-Updates-Information
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Best,
Tom B.

Thomas Blomstrom
Director of Parks and Recreation
2391 Harts Lane
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Phone: 610-828-7276 x 2401
Email: Tblomstrom@whitemarshtwp.org

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
RESOLUTION # 2022-_____
A RESOLUTION OF WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP, MONTGOMERY
COUNTY, URGING STATE LAWMAKERS TO ENACT STRONGER
PROTECTIONS AGAINST GUN VIOLENCE
WHEREAS, an average of more than 115,551 people are shot and 38,826 people die
from gun violence in murders, assaults, suicides and suicide attempts, and unintended shootings
in the United States every year1; and
WHEREAS, gun violence takes the lives of approximately 1,600 Pennsylvanians
annually; and
WHEREAS, Whitemarsh Township Board of Supervisors recognizes the Second
Amendment and the rights therein, such as the right to individual gun ownership and the right
to self-defense, it also recognizes that said rights are not unlimited and supports reasonable
measures to ensure greater safety in the ownership, procurement and use of guns in our society;
and
WHEREAS, the Whitemarsh Township Board of Supervisors wishes to support its
police force in its ability to protect the safety of the citizens of, and visitors to, the Township
without threat from assault weapons or armed criminals; and
WHEREAS, the Whitemarsh Township Board of Supervisors is charged with securing
the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Township, yet is not recognized as having
legal authority to enact gun safety laws; and
WHEREAS, nearly 60% of gun deaths are suicides, resulting in the deaths of 900
Pennsylvanians annually; and
WHEREAS, Extreme Risk Protection Orders (ERPOs) can be an effective mechanism
at reducing suicides and other forms of gun violence; and
WHEREAS, ERPOs enable family members to petition a judge to temporarily remove
firearms from a loved one if they are exhibiting crisis behaviors linked to violence; and
WHEREAS, many communities in Pennsylvania are flooded with stolen guns which are
used to commit crimes and Pennsylvania law currently does not require owners of firearms to
report the loss or theft of a firearm to law enforcement; and
WHEREAS, the best strategy for confronting the issues associated with lost or stolen
guns would be to require gun owners to report the loss or theft of a gun within three days of
discovering the gun is missing; and
WHEREAS, background checks are not required on all sales of guns, including private
sales of long guns; and
WHEREAS, background checks at the point of sale can prevent violent criminals and
other dangerous individuals from purchasing military-style rifles from a private or non licensed
seller; and
WHEREAS, Whitemarsh Township supports the implementation of an assault

1

https://www.bradyunited.org/key-statistics

weapons ban, as supported by the International Association of Police Chiefs2;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Whitemarsh Township Board of
Supervisors that Whitemarsh Township believes additional gun reforms are necessary for
protecting the safety and health of our residents and urges the Pennsylvania General Assembly
to enact these reforms to reduce gun violence.

RESOLVED, this ____ day of ___________, 2022.
ATTEST:

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

________________________________
Richard L. Mellor, Jr.
Secretary

_____________________________
Laura Boyle Nester
Chair

2

IACP Firearms Position Paper 2018 ( I ).pdf (theiacp.org)

