WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MEETING AGENDA January 4, 2022 AT 7:00 PM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83762927432?pwd=SWkxS3NOdVFaMWJVRThtbWdlZHh3QT09
ZIEGLER ___ D’AMORE___BORKOWSKI __ FASSBENDER __ VACANT __
BOS LIAISON, TOLL ___ STAFF LIAISON, HALBOM _X__
CALL TO ORDER:
RE ORGANIZATION VOTE: THE COMMISSION MEMBERS WILL ELECT A CHAIR AND VICE
CHAIR.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
PLAN REVIEWS:
225 E. 14th Ave – GP# 2021-34 – Single Family Home Addition
OLD BUSINESS:



Tree City USA – The Township’s application for Tree City USA Status has been submitted to
the Arbor Day Foundation.
Leaf Collection is complete and collection just under 8,000 Cubic Yards of Leaves.

NEW BUSINESS:
APPROVAL OF DECEMBER MEETING MINUTES:
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
NEXT MEETING DATES:
The Commission members will discuss possible alternate locations for the September meeting.

January 4

February 1

March 1

April 5

May 3

June 7

July 5

August 2

September 6

October 4

November 1*

December 6

ADJOURNMENT:
NEXT MEETING DATE: Tuesday, February 1, 2022

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES December 7, 2021 AT 7:00 PM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84536375035
ZIEGLER ___ D’AMORE___BORKOWSKI __ FASSBENDER __ TURENNE __
BOS LIAISON, TOLL ___ STAFF LIAISON, HALBOM _X__
CALL TO ORDER: CHAIR ZIEGLER CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 7:03PM
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
PLAN REVIEWS: 6007 West Valley Green Road – (GP#2021-21) – Installation of a flood wall that
may require removal of a heritage tree.
Donna Fabry, Bill Hartman, and Jason Lubar presented on behalf of the applicant. The homeowner of 6007
West Valley Green Road, Mr. Spence, also spoke in support of the request based on his family’s experience
with floods over the years. The applicant’s explained four alternative approaches that could potentially save
the heritage tree, a 47.5” Sycamore in good health. Unfortunately, each alternative scenario carried
significant cost increases and additional risks that the floodwall may not function in the event of a flooding
event, especially a sudden flooding event.
Mr. Lubar, a Certified Arborist with Morris Arboretum, recommended the tree be condemned as it would
incur significant impact from the erection of the flood wall. The Township Arborist, John Hosbach, was also
asked to opine on the alternative plans and agreed with Mr. Lubar. Finally, Mr. Halbom offered that a
permanent wall was also the preference of the Township Engineer given the potential problems with any
removable walls designs.
Chair Ziegler acknowledged that a removable wall design was not ideal. Vice-Chair Fassbender asked Mr.
Halbom about the possibility of building the wall around the tree on the neighboring lot, which is owned by
the Township. Mr. Halbom explained that lot was purchased with FEMA grant money that restricts any
building or paving but would allow for replacement trees that would not fit on the site being discussed.
Ms. Turenne asked if a planting plan was available for replacement if the heritage tree were removed. Mr.
Halbom explained that he did not ask the applicant for a landscape plan as their request included multiple
scenarios, but the applicant was willing to plant replacement trees in accordance with the ordinance. Mr.
Fassbender and Mr. D’Amore asked what assurance the Township would have for compliance. Mr. Halbom
recommended that the Commission make the recommendation to remove the heritage tree to the Board of
Supervisors contingent upon replacement of the heritage tree in accordance with the Chapter 55 ordinance,
utilizing the Township-owned site neighboring the property. Mr. Halbom also stated the Township shares a
good working relationship with the County, and that he would follow up with the applicants and Township
Arborist to develop a plan to replace the heritage tree in accordance with the ordinance.
There was no public comment on this agenda item.
Christian Fassbender motioned to recommend the removal of the heritage tree located at 6007 West Valley
Green Road to the Board of Supervisors, in accordance with section 55-4B-6B, contingent upon the
applicant replacing the tree in accordance with the Chapter 55 ordinance. David D’Amore seconded the
motion, and the motion passed 4-0.

548 S. Bethlehem Pike – (SLD# 11-21) – Live/Work unit for artisan woodwork.
Meghan Shomper of Inland Design presented on behalf of the applicant. The applicant’s plans were severely
affected by the Tornado which followed Hurricane Ida. As a result of that Tornado, all but one of the trees
slated for removal to accommodate this project were destroyed. The Township Arborist inspected the site to
confirm the trees were indeed destroyed by the storm and confirmed the applicant’s report.
As a result of the storm, the plans now require the removal of only one tree, a 36” American Sycamore. That
tree is being replaced by twelve, three-inch caliper trees which are a mix of Oak species, Red Maple, and Tulip
Poplar. The plans also call for the planting of several flowering and evergreen trees, as well as shrubs. The
Shade Tree Commission briefly discussed the severity of the storm and impact to the surrounding area with
the applicant. The applicant also shared photos of the site following the storm to detail the damage to the
trees.
Chair Ziegler motioned to accept the plans as-presented, David D’Amore seconded the motion. The motion
passed 4-0.
OLD BUSINESS:


The Tree Giveaway will take place between November 17-20. Trees will be provided to
residents at the Township Building (by appointment only) on Wednesday, November 17 th,
Thursday, November 18th, and Friday, November 19th. Trees may also be collected on
Saturday, November 20th between 9:00am and 11:30pm. Any tree not collected by 11:30am
Saturday will be given to individuals on our standby list. Residents may contact the Assistant
Manager with any questions at shalbom@whitemarshtwp.org
Mr. Halbom reported that all 110 trees were given away. He reported some last-minute
logistical changes that will be applied to some changes for future tree giveaways. Specifically,
he shared that the use of bare root trees created a tight timeline. He shared a table that
Karen Kabnick organized detailing all of the plantings taking place in 2021 between Colonial
Canopy Trees and the Township. In total, 184 trees were planted throughout the Township.
105 volunteers also contributed 308.5 volunteer hours.
Chair Ziegler thanks Mr. Halbom and the many volunteers for their work. Mr. Halbom thanked
Karen Kabnick and Andrew Conboy for their assistance and critical role in the giveaway, as
well as the Public Works crews who assisted with delivery.

NEW BUSINESS:


Leaf Collection commenced on November 1st and will run through the second week of
December.
Mr. Halbom reported this is the last week for curbside leaf collection. Following this week, you
must bag your leaves for collection on Wednesday wit Yard Waste.



Mather’s Mill Reforestation Project – The Township has collaborated with Colonial Canopy
Trees and volunteers to plant roughly thirty of the species identified in the Landscape Plans
attached to this meeting agenda.
Mr. Halbom shared a reforestation plan assembled by the Township Engineer. He described
a 1.25 acre lot that were purchased with FEMA funding due to ongoing flooding. He showed

a planting plan with a pallet of entirely native species. He added that RedTail Restoration will
also be dispatched to the site regularly in 2022 to control the invasive species along the
riparian area. The area was planted by volunteers with about 32 trees sourced through
Colonial Canopy Trees. Mr. Halbom commented that he may return to STC with a request to
draw funding from the FILO tree fund to pay for materials necessary to support this
reforestation project.


I have started our Tree City USA application which will include costs associated with the Tree
Giveaway, Tree Tenders Projects, and Curbside Leaf Collection. Applications are due in
December.
Mr. Halbom reported that he will be submitting the application prior to year’s end. As always,
the leaf collection efforts will be applied, but we will also add our costs associated with the
Tree Giveaway and various tree planting projects.

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER MEETING MINUTES:
Tam Paulits pointed out an error in the October minutes. The Transition at Spring Mill had an
error in the sixth paragraph that should read, “Tree Survey Plan”. Mr. Halbom noted the
correction for the official minutes. Hackberry should also be replaced with “Serviceberry” for
the motion concerning the Transition. Finally, the requirement for a follow up inspection by
the Township Arborist following planting was not included in the motion.
Chair Ziegler motioned to accept the minutes as-corrected, Ms. Turenne seconded.
The motion passed 4-0.
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
Debra Harris commented that heavy equipment had been ran through the Mather’s Mill site, possibly
to remove some downed trees. She asked if it would be possible to get any seed balls from the
Sycamore (heritage tree) being removed from 6007 West Valley Green Road. Debra added that she
understood the need to remove the tree but that she would love to honor it by planting a seed. She
asked if the Township had a specific line item for planting trees. Mr. Halbom replied the Township
has a line item for tree maintenance which includes costs for planting, pruning, and removal, as well
as a separate Open Space fund for maintaining Open Space Properties. The FILO fund (Fund 18)
was also recently created when FILO were first offered to the Township for trees, so there are
multiple line items. David D’Amore thanked Debra for her ongoing volunteerism.
Karen Kabnick thanked Debra, Christian, and Sean for their help planting trees these past few
weeks. She also thanked the Public Works Ground Crew for preparing the sites for tree planting.
Karen asked how the Tree City USA application accounts for volunteerism. Sean replied that the
value of volunteer hours and in-kind donations can be calculated to meet their requirements. Sean
added that the costs associated with leaf collection would far surpass the requirements so we would
not need to do heavy accounting to qualify.
Tam Paulits thanked everyone for their efforts with the plantings and giveaway. She offered some
follow up to recent projects that were seen at Shade Tree. After reviewing the Planning Commission
documents for the Transition at Spring Mill, she had questions about the trees on a neighboring
parcel, and their possible impact on any future development. She asked if any loopholes could be
created by use of border trees along the site lines.
Mr. Halbom asked to clarify Ms. Paulits’ question. He then responded that a neighboring site were
purchased and developed, it would go through its own independent land development process. Chair

Ziegler asked Mr. Halbom to follow up with Ms. Paulits at a later date to review the plans together
and ensure her question was addressed. Ms. Paulits asked about the status of tree protection
fencing along the border trees on the site as well. Mr. Halbom replied that he would look into the
status of the TPF.
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Ms. Turenne let everyone know that, following her election to the Board of Supervisors, she must
resign her position on the Shade Tree Commission. She shared that it was an honor to serve with
her commission members and with the many dedicated volunteers. She invited everyone to reach
out to her in the future.
Chair Ziegler thanked Patrice for her service on the commission. Patrice was thanked by several
members of the public as well.
NEXT MEETING DATES:
The Commission members will discuss possible alternate locations for the September meeting.
January 5, 2021

February 2, 2021

March 2, 2021

April 6, 2021

May 4, 2021

June 1, 2021

July 6, 2021

August 3, 2021

September 7, 2021

October 5, 2021

November 2, 2021

December 7, 2021

ADJOURNMENT: Chair Ziegler motioned to adjourn, Patrice seconded and the motion passed
4-0. The meeting adjourned at 8:39PM.
NEXT MEETING DATE: January 4, 2022
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GENERAL NOTES:
1.
2.

Base information including topography, grading, utilities, building and existing
vegetation location provided by Lisanti Engineering.
This plan is for landscape purposes only.
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TREES TO BE REMOVED

4

Species

DBH

Condition

1.

Colorado Blue Spruce

15"

Fair

2.

Colorado Blue Spruce

18"

Fair

3.

Colorado Blue Spruce

18"

Poor

4.

Paperbark Birch

6"

Poor

Tree Number

Glackin Thomas Panzak, Inc.

Paoli Executive Green 1
Suite 300
41 Leopard Road
Paoli, Pennsylvania 19301
610.408.9011
Fax: 610.408.9477
E-mail: plans@glackinplan.com

SECTION 55-4.B.6.a. TREE REPLACEMENT:
(6) (a) Every tree determined to be living and healthy, with a DBH of six inches or greater and
which is designated to be removed or which is destroyed, shall be replaced with one or
more new shade trees of a type approved by the Township with a trunk diameter of not
less than three inches in caliper. The total caliper of replacement trees, measured at six
inches above the ground line, shall equal or exceed the DBH of the tree removed.
The ordinance Section 55-4.B.6.f. allows for the substitution of 3" caliper replacement
trees in the following manner:

TREE SPECIES CODE

2

BS

Blue Spruce

WP

White Pine

WB

White Birch

LEGEND:
EXISTING VEGETATION
TREE PROTECTION FENCE

3

225 E. 14th Avenue

Note:
A pre-construction conference with the Township Shade Tree Commission shall
take place prior to commencement.

Clark Residence

1

The Equivalent of (19) 3" Caliper Replacement Trees are Provided

TREE SURVEY & COMPLIANCE PLAN

Total:

PROJECT #: 21-058
DATE: 12/22/21 (jr)
REV.:

Serial Number:

SHEET:

CALL BEFORE YOU DIG!

Pennsylvania One Call System, Inc.
1-800-242-1776

0

5
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SCALE: 1" = 10'

20

30 FEET

NORTH

LP-1
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Trees (3" caliper)
=8
Evergreen trees 30% of 19 = 5.7(x2) = 11.4 or 12
Shrubs
20% of 19 = 3.8(x6) = 22.8 or 23
Groundcover
10% of 19 = 1.9(x40) = 76

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

57" TOTAL DBH TO BE REMOVED
57"/ 3" Caliper Trees = (19) 3" Caliper Replacement Trees Required
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Base information including topography, grading, utilities, building and existing
vegetation location provided by Lisanti Engineering.
This plan is for landscape purposes only.
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PLANT LIST:
KEY

QTY

BOTANICAL NAME

COMMON NAME

SIZE

REMARKS
Glackin Thomas Panzak, Inc.

DECIDUOUS TREES
ACRK
HAC
NYS

5
1
2

Acer rubrum 'Karpick'
Halesia tetraptera
Nyssa sylvatica

Karpick Red Maple
Carolina Silverbell
Black Gum

3"-3.5" cal.
3"-3.5" ht.
3"-3.5" cal.

B&B (matched)
Single Stem
B&B

Juniperus virginiana 'Emerald Sentinel'

Emerald Sentinel 'Redcedar'

8'-10' ht.

B&B

Hydrangea quercifolia 'Snow Queen'
Myrica pensylvanica
Viburnum rhytidophyllum 'Cree'
Viburnum x pragense

Snow Queen Oakleaf Hydrangea
Bayberry
Cree Leatherleaf Viburnum
Prague Viburnum

24"-30" ht.
24"-30" ht.
24"-30" ht.
24"-30" ht.

Cont.
Cont.
Cont.
Cont.

Butterfly Milkweed
Purple Dome Aster
Caesar's Brother Siberian Iris

1 gal.
1 gal.
1 gal.

Cont.
Cont.
Cont.

EVERGREEN TREES
JUVE

12

Paoli Executive Green 1
Suite 300
41 Leopard Road
Paoli, Pennsylvania 19301
610.408.9011
Fax: 610.408.9477
E-mail: plans@glackinplan.com

SHRUBS
HYQS
MYP
VIRC
VIP

5
7
9
2

PERENNIALS & GROUNDCOVERS
AST
ASNP
IRSC

28
32
16

Asclepias tuberosa
Aster novae-angilae 'Purple Dome'
Iris siberica 'Caesar's Brother'

PROJECT #: 21-058
DATE: 12/22/21 (jr)
REV.:

Serial Number:
CALL BEFORE YOU DIG!

Pennsylvania One Call System, Inc.
1-800-242-1776

SHEET:
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5
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SCALE: 1" = 10'
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30 FEET

NORTH

LP-2
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

225 E. 14th Avenue

Clark Residence

LANDSCAPE PLAN

NOTE:
1. Where there is a discrepancy between the plant list and plan, the plan shall prevail.

4.
5.

GUY SPACING
DIAGRAM

6.

7.
8.

9.
10.
11.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
18.

19.

20.
21.

NOTES:
1. Trees with poor quality root balls or root balls that have been cracked or damaged shall be rejected.
2. Trees with central leader broken or dead shall be rejected
3. Trees that do not display the typical characteristics for their species shall be rejected.
4. The owner shall be responsible for contacting the contractor, who shall right and secure any tree that leans out
of plumb.
5. Flood planting pit with water twice within 24 hours of planting.

NOTES:
1. Trees with poor quality root balls or root balls that have been cracked or damaged shall be rejected.
2. Trees with central leader broken or dead shall be rejected
3. Trees that do not display the typical characteristics for their species shall be rejected.
4. Flood planting pit with water twice within 24 hours of planting.

22.
23.
24.

NOTE: FLOOD PLANTING PIT WITH WATER TWICE WITHIN 24 HOURS OF PLANTING.
25.

1

DECIDUOUS TREE WITH STAKES DETAIL
NTS

2

EVERGREEN TREE WITH STAKES DETAIL
NTS

3

SHRUB DETAIL
NTS

26.
27.
28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.
34.

PLAN

LAND PLANNING
LA N D SC APE
A RC H ITEC T U RE

Glackin Thomas Panzak, Inc.

Paoli Executive Green 1
Suite 300
41 Leopard Road
Paoli, Pennsylvania 19301
610.408.9011
Fax: 610.408.9477
E-mail: plans@glackinplan.com

SECTION

PROJECT #: 21-058
DATE: 12/22/21 (bc)
REV.:

NOTES

NOTES:
1. Plants must be planted in bedding mix or topsoil not mulch.
2. See planting list for groundcover species, size, and spacing dimension.

1. PROTECTION FENCE SHALL BE 4 FEET HIGH, TENSAR BX2050 ORANGE SAFETY GRID, OR
APPROVED EQUAL.

Serial Number:
CALL BEFORE YOU DIG!

4

PLANTING DETAIL
NTS

5

SHEET:

TREE PROTECTION FENCE DETAIL
NTS

Pennsylvania One Call System, Inc.
1-800-242-1776

LP-3
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2.
3.

The contractor shall furnish and install all plants shown on the drawings, as specified, and in
quantities indicated on the plant list.
All plants shall be nursery grown and freshly dug.
All plants shall be in accordance with The American Standard for Nursery Stock, latest
edition.
All plants shall be hardy under climatic conditions similar to those in the locality of the
project.
Fall Digging Hazard: Any species listed below, if included on the plant list, must not be dug
in the fall (October through December) because of risk to the tree's survival. Special
exceptions may be granted if the owner is notified in writing and an extended warranty on
these plants is agreed upon prior to digging. The following varieties should not be dug in
fall: Betula, Carpinus, Celtis, Cercidiphyllum, Crataegus, Cryptomeria, Fagus, Halesia, Ilex (tree
form varieties), Liquidambar, Liriodendron, Nyssa, Ostrya, Prunus, Pyrus, Quercus (except
Quercus palustris), Salix weeping varieties, and Tilia tomentosa. Digging for Malus and
Zelkova varieties should be avoided in fall only when in leaf.
All plants shall be typical of their species or variety and shall have a normal habit or growth.
They shall be sound, healthy and vigorous, well branched and densely foliated when in leaf.
They shall be certified by appropriate State and Federal authorities to be free of disease and
insect pests, eggs or larvae. They shall have healthy, well-developed root systems.
Plants that do not display typical characteristics for their species shall be rejected.
Substitutions: When plants of a specified kind or size are not available within a reasonable
distance, substitutions may be made upon written request by the contractor, if approved by
the owner and/or municipal authority.
Measurement: Dimensions of trees and shrubs shall conform to The American Standard for
Nursery Stock, latest edition.
Size: All plants shall conform to the measurement specified on the plant list, unless
authorized in writing by the Township Arborist and the owner.
Balled and burlapped plants shall be dug with firm natural balls of earth, of diameter and
depth to include most of the fibrous roots. Container grown stock shall have been grown in
a container long enough for the root system to have developed sufficiently to hold its soil
together firm and whole. No plants shall be loose in the container.
Trees with central leader broken or dead shall be rejected
Plants with broken root balls or excessive damage to the crown shall be replaced prior to
planting.
Plants with poor quality root balls or root balls that have been cracked or damaged shall be
rejected.
Root balls of all plants shall be adequately protected at all times from sun and drying winds
or frost.
Conditions detrimental to plants: The contractor shall notify the project representative in
writing of all soil or drainage conditions which the contractor considers detrimental to the
growth of plants. The contractor shall state the conditions and submit a proposal for
correcting the conditions, including any change in cost, for review and acceptance by the
project representative.
The owner or the owner's representative shall be notified prior to beginning planting
operations.
All planting shall be at the locations indicated on the drawings. The contractor shall be
responsible for planting at the correct grades, alignment, and to the indicated layout of the
planting beds.
Layout of planting: The contractor shall lay out with identifiable stakes the location of all
planting beds as indicated on drawing. The layout of planting shall be approved by the
project representative prior to any excavation of plant pits or plant beds.
Minor adjustments to plant locations may be necessary due to field conditions and final
grading. The contractor shall notify the owner if major adjustments are required.
Install plant materials after final grades are established and prior to to planting of lawns
unless otherwise acceptable to the owner.
Do not install plants when ambient temperatures may drop below 35°F or above 90°F.
Do not install plants when wind velocity exceeds 30 mph.
Planting shall be done within the following dates - trees, shrubs, groundcover, and perennials
shall be planted September 1 through December 1, or April 15 to May 31, and only when
local climatic and soil conditions favor satisfactory planting operations. Planting may be
done beyond these limits only if requested in writing and approved by the Landscape
Architect.
Planting operations to commence only when preceding work within the area has been
completed. Proceed with and complete planting as rapidly as portions of the site become
available, working within seasonal limitations.
Planting soil shall be excavated native soil from the planting pit. Planting soil shall be
thoroughly mixed, with all rocks, clods and roots removed.
All trees shall be staked and guyed according to accepted industry practice, and as noted on
the planting details.
Each tree and shrub shall be pruned in accordance with The American Nursery and
Landscape
Association Standards to preserve the natural character of the plant. All dead
wood or suckers and all broken or badly bruised branches shall be removed.
Mulch: Immediately after planting operations are completed, all trees and shrub planting
pits shall be covered with a 3" (three inch) layer of double shredded hardwood bark mulch,
or other material approved by the owner or the owner's representative. A granular
pre-emergent weed control shall be spread prior to mulching. The limit of this mulch for
deciduous trees and single evergreen trees shall be the area of the pit. For shrub and
perennial beds and for evergreen tree clusters, a continuous, mulched bed shall be created.
Trees in leaf, including evergreens, when planted shall be treated with anti-desiccant such as
Wilt-Pruf® if planted during the months of June through September, November, and
December.
Weed control: All planting areas shall be free from weeds prior to the beginning of planting
operation. Contact herbicide sprays should only be used as required and all manufacturer's
specifications followed.
Guarantee: All plant material shall be guaranteed by the contractor for twelve (12) months
from the date of installation. The owner shall be responsible for maintenance unless
otherwise agreed with contractor. It shall be the contractor's responsibility to monitor the
project during the guarantee and notify the owner if problems develop with the plant
material. Any material that is 25 % dead or more shall be considered dead and must be
replaced at no charge. A tree shall be considered dead when the main leader has died back,
or there is 25% of the crown dead.
All debris resulting from landscape contracting operations shall be cleaned up and removed
from the site on a weekly basis.
Watering: Landscape contractor is responsible for watering sufficiently at the time of
planting and until the job is completed, accepted and turned over to the owner.
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LANDSCAPE DETAILS AND NOTES

PLANTING NOTES:

