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INTRODUCTION 
 
In 2014, Conshohocken Borough and Whitemarsh Township jointly sought and were ultimately awarded grant 
funding for the preparation of The Riverfront Plan: an assessment of each municipality’s riverfront access, 
usage and development opportunities.  

This funding, provided by the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) and its 
Transportation and Community Development Initiative program, especially supports efforts to improve the 
overall character and quality of life within the region, to retain and attract business and residents, to promote 
the use of transit, bike and pedestrian transportation modes, and to protect our environment through growth 
management and land preservation.  

The Riverfront Plan seeks to realize the sentiment of the awarded grant especially because it furthers the past 
goals of the residents and officials of Conshohocken Borough and the Township of Whitemarsh. It builds on 
nearly 20-years of in-depth analyses and thoughtful contributions of residents, businesses and professional 
planners who hoped to improve the shared frontage of the Schuylkill River. And, it honors the many hours of 
public participation each analysis and report required to arrive at specific recommendations. With this 
information in hand, Whitemarsh and Conshohocken formed a Riverfront Plan Steering Committee and 
identified the main goals of this plan. 

Goal 1:  Improve Access to the Riverfront 

Goal 2: Connect Our Trails 

Goal 3: Make Our Riverfront a Destination 

Goal 4: Meet Our Recreation & Open Space Needs 

Goal 5: Provide Opportunities for Economic Development 

Goal 6: Incorporate Sustainable Design Initiatives 
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Purpose of this Report 
In 2015, Carter van Dyke Associates, Inc. (CVDA) was retained, in collaboration with Campbell Thomas & 
Co. and 4Ward Planning, Inc., to prepare The Riverfront Plan, and to assess each municipality’s riverfront 
access, usage and development opportunities. Using the three main goals of the plan for guidance, this report 
points Whitemarsh Township and Conshohocken Borough in the direction of the Schuylkill River.  
Recommendations are made to improve existing land use regulations, to acquire key parcels of real estate and 
to create collaborative enterprise districts for the benefit of each community. An Action Plan is included and 
especially promotes the joint pursuit of existing public and private grant dollars.  

 

Defining the Study Area 
The boundaries of the Study Area were defined by a Steering Committee and, in part, by previous planning 
analyses. The Riverfront Plan Steering Committee was made up of local, county and state officials, as well as 
members of area boards and commissions, who have had an ongoing involvement with the riverfront planning 
initiatives.  

Participating committee members were asked to do the following:  

! Establish the Study Area Boundaries 

! Lend their expertise to a collaborative effort 

! Select and voice the concerns of their stakeholders 

! Build on the foundation of previous plans 

! Discuss outstanding riverfront issues 

! Identify key players in the riverfront future 

! Promote The Riverfront Plan  

 

  



Whitemarsh and Conshohocken Riverfront Plan 

Final Report June 2016 10 

Each of the previous planning analyses below was reviewed and found to acknowledge an ongoing effort to 
understand and improve the riverfront:  

 

Whitemarsh Township 

Riverfront Open Space Plan 2011 

Pedestrian & Bicycle Network Plan 2009 

Parks & Recreation Plan 2007 

Greenway Plan 2007 

Open Space Plan 2006 

Open Space Plan 1996 (per 2006 Audit) 

Roadway Analysis & Transportation CIP 2006 

Comprehensive Plan 2003 

Township of Whitemarsh Zoning 

 

Conshohocken Borough 

5-Year Infrastructure Management Plan Map 2015 

Comprehensive Plan 2015 

Open Space Plan 2013 

Schuylkill Riverfront Linkages Study 2005/2015 

Revitalization Plan: The Community Revisited  
2011 

One-Way Avenue Study 2010 

Vision for the Conshohocken Train Station 
2007/2009 

Park and Recreation Plan 2007 

Parking Management Study 2004 

Revitalization Plan: Community at the Crossroads 
2002 

Borough of Conshohocken Zoning 
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Study Area Boundaries 
The simplest boundary is the Schuylkill River. From the river’s edge moving in-land, the highest boundary 
is a composite of First Avenue and Spring Mill Avenue in Conshohocken and Righter Street and North Lane 
in Whitemarsh. In Conshohocken, the western boundary is determined by Colwell Road (aka Colwell Lane) 
and Old Elm Street. In Whitemarsh, the eastern boundary is determined by East Hector Street and Center 
Street and River Road. 

  

Riverfront Plan Study Area 
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