WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING AGENDA
MONDAY, November 16, 2020 (Zoom Meeting)
7:00 P.M.
MEMBERS:
__ VACANT __ GEASLAND __ HARRIS __ HEUCKEROTH __SELLAMI __ MERKLE __ SHREERO
LIAISONS:

___ HALBOM, Staff ___ DROSSNER, BOS

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. NEW ITEMS
a. The final draft copy of the Energy Audit has been returned and is being reviewed by
Township staff in preparation for future discussion.
b. Resolution Proposal – Land Stewardship (Formerly Nature Spaces Group).
3. OLD ITEMS
a. Working Groups Update (Nature Spaces, WRET, Education Group) – The Board will discuss
the progress and focus of these groups.
i. Nature Spaces – The members of the Nature Spaces group have updated the
name of their group to the Land Stewardship Working Group. Township staff will
display before/after photos of recent restoration work at McCarthy Basin.
ii. WRET – An update of the topics discussed at recent webinars will be shared.
iii. Education – Chair Shreero will discuss recent educational efforts for leaf season.
b. Social Media Update – The EAB will discuss social media topics shared since the past
meeting.
c. Update regarding the posting of new no littering signs.
4. APPROVAL OF THE October 2020 MEETING MINUTES
Review of the draft May (held in June) meeting minutes.
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS
6. Next Meeting Date: January 18, 2021
7. ADJOURNMENT

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION INFORMATION
1. Public meetings of the EAB shall follow a prescribed agenda, which will be available
to the general public two days preceding the meeting.
2. The EAB will entertain Public Comment at the end of each specific action items
during the meeting, at the discretion of the Chair. Individuals must advise the Chair
of their desire to offer such comment.
3. A Public Comment period will be provided at the conclusion of a meeting for input on any
subject.
4. The Board Chair shall preside over Public Comments and may within their
discretion:
a.
Recognize individuals wishing to offer comment.
b. Require identification of such persons.
c.
Allocate total available Public Comment time among all individuals wishing to
comment.
d. Allocate up to a five (5) minute maximum for each individual to offer Public
Comment at a meeting.
e.
Rule out of order scandalous, impertinent and redundant comment or any
comment the discernible purpose of which is to disrupt or prevent the conduct
of the business of the meeting including the questioning of, or polling of, or
debating with, individual members of the Board.

Resolution
We, the members of the Environmental Advisory Board, understand that the
world and Whitemarsh Township are in the midst of an environmental
emergency from climate change, habitat and species loss, and environmental
degradation.
To be part in the global solution and improve the Township environment, the
Environmental Advisory Board recommends to the Board of Supervisors that they:
Lead the community as an exemplar of environmental stewardship by
acting now to restore and maintain a functioning, healthy local environment for
the benefit of Whitemarsh residents and our ecosystems by taking the following
steps:
 Prepare an inventory of all Township owned properties
 With professional expertise, create a restoration and management plan
for all natural areas and a maintenance plan for all landscaped and
recreational areas
 Facilitate improved and regular communication among Township
Boards and Commissions and Township staff where they have
overlapping interests
 Create a plan to restore and maintain the Township’s tree canopy
 Create a plan to reduce trash and pet waste
 Township acquisition of open space has increased the need for
appropriate management knowledge. To facilitate implementation of the
environmental action items in the new Comprehensive Plan and the five
items above, we recommend the hiring of a Land Steward to act in
concert with Public Works and Parks & Recreation and to oversee
volunteer efforts.
We believe that implementation of these steps is in the best interest of
Whitemarsh Township and its residents.

Appendix
Pennsylvania’s Environmental Rights Amendment
The people have a right to clean air, pure water, and to the preservation of the
natural, scenic, historic and esthetic values of the environment. Pennsylvania’s
public natural resources are the common property of all the people, including
generations yet to come. As trustee of these resources, the Commonwealth shall
conserve and maintain them for the benefit of all the people.
Benefits of implementation
 Reduced stormwater flooding and damage and associated cost of repair
 Cleaner air and water, reduced erosion, carbon sequestration
 Improved access for Whitemarsh residents to natural areas with the
corresponding benefits to their health and wellbeing
 Increased property values
 Improved Township aesthetic
Existing Township Supporting Documents
From the Whitemarsh Sustainable PA Silver Certification:
 Sustainable landscape maintenance practices are in place for parks and
municipal grounds.
 Policies, plans and ordinances protect wetlands and waterways and their
buffers.
 Tree and woodlands protection and management policies are in place
(for example, community forestry plan and canopy goal; tree planting
programs; tree maintenance programs; Shade Tree Commission, tree
hazard and health assessment projects; computerized assessment of
municipal trees, Tree/woodland replacement criteria in ordinances,
etc.).

Comprehensive Plan Action Items:
The new Comprehensive Plan: Quality Life section includes many positive,
environmentally focused action items that relate to the steps included in this
resolution.
 4.1.1 Prepare a Municipal Park and Recreation Needs Analysis to study
available open space, parks, and recreation facilities against the needs of
a growing, changing population. In conjunction, prepare a site analysis of
available open spaces to determine where identified needs can best be
met.
 4.4.1 Continue to preserve and protect the Township’s remaining natural
resources (water quality, soil quality, wetlands, forest lands and
woodlots, wildlife corridors/riparian systems) and ensure proper
management of these resources are in place
 4.4.2 The Township should consider measures to plant and maintain
growth appropriate to these biological systems and habitats, prioritizing
native, pollinating, and indigenous plants.
 4.4.3 Require use of rain gardens, bioswales, and other types of green
infrastructure in site development, where appropriate including through
ordinance revisions, when necessary.
 4.4.5 Strategically seek opportunities to acquire sizable tracts of land to
be preserved and/or converted to perpetual natural habitat…
 4.4.7 Conduct a township-wide natural resource inventory to identify,
characterize, and map all natural resources and ecosystems, including
woodlands, meadow, stream, and wetland habitats.
 4.4.10 Create a basic primer of good land-use practices for use by
developers and homeowners. Illustrate how every new native tree,
shrub, forb, or grass sequesters carbon, improves water quality,
decreases soil erosion, and enhances wildlife habitat. Tout the benefits of
mowing less frequently, converting lawn to habitat, mulching on site,
and planting more natives.

 4.4.11 Demonstrate beneficial ecological practices by creating model
habitat gardens, with accompanying educational graphics, in prominent
public spaces.
Definitions
Ecosystem – A local, biological community of interacting organisms. A
healthy, functioning ecosystem contains abundant and diverse native plant and
animal populations species interacting in a balanced system with each other
and with their physical environment.
Environmental Stewardship – the responsible use and protection of the
natural environment that takes into consideration ecological, economic, social,
and cultural dimensions.
Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) - is a nature-based solution to
flooding and water quality issues from stormwater runoff. GSI incorporates
soil-water-plant systems that intercept stormwater, infiltrate a portion of it
into the ground, evaporate a portion of it into the air, and release a portion of it
slowly into the stormwater system. GSI includes: rain barrels, rain gardens,
bioswales, stormwater planters, bumpouts, and tree trenches, porous
pavement, and wetlands.
Habitat – a place providing all the environmental conditions an organism
needs to survive: includes food, shelter, moisture, light, and temperature.
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) – is a sustainable, science-based,
decision-making process that combines biological, cultural, physical, and
chemical tools to identify, manage, and reduce risk from pests and pest
management tools. IPM starts with an accurate diagnosis and treatment that
starts with the least toxic solution. More toxic solutions are only used when
less toxic ones fail. IPM strategizes in a way that minimizes overall economic,
health, and environmental risks.

Invasive Species – a non-native species that becomes naturalized and
negatively alters its new environment (spreads aggressively, displaces native
species), causing ecological, environmental, and/or economic damage.
Landscaped areas – areas used primarily by people and are maintained for
specific uses, access, and safety, featuring sports fields, playgrounds, parking
areas, foot paths, mown lawns, and/or ornamental plantings. Trees and shrubs
are positioned and pruned for sightlines and access.
Land maintenance – care system where tasks are performed on a regular
basis, such as mowing, trimming, leaf or snow removal, IPM, etc., that maintain
landscaped areas as they were originally designed and installed.
Land management – care system where tasks are performed on an as-needed
or periodic basis (planting, removal of vines and invasive species, etc.) with the
purpose of restoring and supporting functioning ecosystems. Land
Management includes preserving and improving existing natural areas,
establishing new natural areas, and introducing natural areas or nature spaces
within landscaped areas.
Land Steward - a person with an education specifically designed to enable
them to oversee land maintenance and land management efforts following the
principals of Environmental Stewardship.
Native species – a species indigenous to an area that occurs naturally without
direct or indirect human actions.

Natural area – woodland, meadow, riparian, or wetland area managed to
create and maintain functioning ecosystems for native plants and animals.
Nature Space – area that, in addition to any other purposes, is managed to
benefit native plants and animals. Examples include gardens and green
stormwater infrastructure.
Non-native species – A species that is not naturally native to a particular area;
introduced to a place.
Open Space – conservation lands, recreational and agricultural lands, forests,
parks and amenities.
Tree Canopy – the portion of land covered by trees.

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, September 21, 2020 (Zoom Meeting)
7:00 P.M.
MEMBERS:
_X_ ERNO _X_ GEASLAND _X_ HARRIS _X_ HEUCKEROTH __VACANT _X_ MERKLE _X_ SHREERO
LIAISONS:

__X_ HALBOM, Staff __X_ DROSSNER, BOS

1. CALL TO ORDER: Chair Shreero called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM
2. NEW ITEMS
a. The board discussed and reviewed Chair Shreero’s job description for a social media intern
position. With Katie’s departure, the social media duties are without a point person. Eli
Glick offered public comment recommending the Board consider assigning this
responsibility to an EAB member. The Board discussed the benefits of including a younger
audience in their work. Debbie Heuckeroth motioned the Board seek out a high-school
or college-aged (unpaid) intern to manage the Board’s social media accounts, and
approve the job description. Debra Harris seconded, the motion passed unanimously.
b. Farewell Katie Erno – Chair Shreero and the board members thanked Katie for her efforts
with the EAB during her brief tenure.
3. OLD ITEMS
a. Energy Transition Plan Update – Sean Halbom updated the Board on the progress of the
Energy Audit, and expects the document to be returned in late-September. He expects the
audit will be available by the November meeting. The goal is to review the audit during
budget season and identify opportunities for 2021.
b. Working Groups Update (Nature Spaces, WRET, Recycling) – Debra Harris updated the
Board. The Nature Spaces group would like to create a vision statement for the group.
They will be working on this over the next two months, and identifying the various items
they wish to address.
Lou Ann Merkle updated the board about progress of the WRET, and their attendance at
lunchtime webinars. She also introduced Yassine Sellami who is interested in helping and
adding value wherever he can.
The Education Working group update was provided by Deb Shreero. A Rough Cut of the
Repurpose/Repair video was shared with much appreciated technical assistance from
Yassine. The Board offered several small requests for changes to improve the message.
Gordon Geasland provided an update for the No Littering Sign project. The mockup signs
are nearly ready for trial. Gordon also provided an overview of the Riverfront and goals for
improvements so the area can be enjoyed by residents. Mr. Drossner asked Gordon about
the scope of the work around the riverfront. Chair Shreero offered there are some
privately-owned launch points along the river, such as the Heinz Rowing Center and some

areas in Conshohocken. Deb Harris offered her experiences struggling to access the
riverfront, and referenced a riverfront access plan from years ago as a document that
could be helpful. Lou Ann expressed an interest in walking the riverfront when he next
visits the area.
Debra Harris mentioned the project at 901 Washington Street proposed to install a
boardwalk along the riverfront, but was not possible without a variance from the Zoning
Ordinance which requires a ten-foot wide shale macadam. Debra asked Mr. Drossner if the
Boardwalk could be permitted at this stage. Mr. Drossner stated the applicant was free to
request a variance, but was unlikely to since it would require their return before the Zoning
Hearing Board. Mr. Halbom was asked by the EAB to confirm several details.
c. Social Media Update – This topic was discussed during item 2a above.
d. Update on the “No Litter Signs” – This topic was addressed by Mr. Gordon during item 3b
above.
4. APPROVAL OF THE July 2020 MEETING MINUTES – Debra Harris motioned to approve the
minutes as-presented, Deb Shreero seconded, the motion passed unanimously.
The Board discussed the May meeting (held in June) minutes were lost when a Zoom file was
corrupted. Mr. Halbom will speak with the Township Manager regarding a recreation of those
minutes and follow up with the EAB.
5. BOARD COMMENTS – Deb Harris shared the deadline for the Green Regions Grant is coming up
in late-October. Mr. Halbom provided some background on the grant and the need to speak with
Parks and Recreation to determine if other projects will be applied for those grants funds. Mr.
Halbom asked to follow up with Deb sometime the following week with more details.
Lou Ann Merkle asked about the process of applying for vacant board appointments. Mr.
Halbom pointed her toward resources available on the website. Mr. Drossner also offered to be a
point of contact for applications.
6. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comment was offered. Chair Shreero thanked all of those in
attendance.
7. Next Meeting Date: November 16, 2020
8. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 8:13PM.

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, June 29th, 2020 (Rescheduled May Meeting)
7:00 P.M.
MEMBERS:
_X__ ERNO _*_ GEASLAND _X_ HARRIS _X_ HEUCKEROTH _X_JOHNSTON _X_ MERKLE _X_
SHREERO
*Mr. Geasland was in attendance, but without the ability to contribute by voice, chat, or email.
LIAISONS:

_X_ HALBOM, Staff _X_ DROSSNER, BOS

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. NEW ITEMS
a. Welcome to Katie Erno –
Ms. Erno was welcomed and shared some of her personal history and motivations to volunteer with the
EAB.
b. Energy Transition Plan Presentation –
Chair Shreero and Vice-Chair Merkle provided a PowerPoint presentation (available with meeting agenda
packet). During the presentation, two motions were made to update language in the goals section. They
were:
Goal 1, Bullet 2 – add, “and methodically proceed with identified actions and conduct a periodic
review of implementations.”
A motion was made by Debbie Heuckeroth, seconded by Lou Ann Merkle, the motion passed
unanimously (6-0) with an abstention by Gordon who was unable to communicate.
Goal 3, Bullet 2 – change to, “Create method to use funds from energy savings for RF-100 initiatives.”
(Newly changed language is underscored)
A motion was made by Debbie Heuckeroth, seconded by Debra Harris, the motion passed
unanimously (6-0) with an abstention by Gordon who was unable to communicate.
c. Recognition of the Selective Comprehensive Plan Update
Chair Shreero thanked the Planning Commission for their work on the Comprehensive Plan Update and
their mentioning the importance of Environmental Sustainability in the document.
3. OLD ITEMS
a. Working Groups Update (WRET, Recycling, Nature Spaces).
WRET – Shared that the now passed
b. Social Media Update

4. APPROVAL OF THE January, 2020 MEETING MINUTES
A motion was made by Lou Ann Merkle, seconded by Deb Shreero, the motion passed unanimously
(6-0) with an abstention by Gordon who was unable to communicate.
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS
6. Next Meeting Date: Monday, July 20, 2020.
7. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 PM

